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READER, 


Ext to the full and immetiate *: 
\ Viſion and Fruyion of the. 38 

God of Glory abqyez the -< 
zreateſt Happineſs of Souls lies in-Unis 3 
pn and Communion with-Ghrift here: 
INor indeed can we ever attain unt@+: X 
&he one without an acquaintance- with:-.,-8 
he other. Now to bring thee-intozard + 
Build thee up in this Union and Cor -: 
munion with Chriſt, and thereby to fir 
and diſpoſe thee. for that? glorious Yilt- 
dn and Fruition Above, -is- the principal. 
deſign of the enſuing Diſcourſe; :-.1f $3 
ou requireſt a Reaſen of the Jy wt MY 
jon hereof, 1 dehre thee $0 ſarisfy £ 

lf with this; God in'his "Sw 6= \; 


Fo 
Þ Qridence, hath. ſeen good now; - 
Months to call the yhworthy jo © 
Purhowout of his Vineyard, ahdk 
im'in a ſick Chamber ; and he aſs 
ms t0 be ſpeedily calling him out 5; 
m World, and to bring _- Nig a] 
PA, him wherein no. Man :can: 
mhehin nothing 4s to be dong 
Dr GY or Man's Soul, Tong 2s T 
Rc; 


| The Anthor to the Reaacr. 
being never like to do more for ChriſtÞ 
pn Earth, he was willing, ' in hopes ofÞl : 
advancing his dear Lord?s Kingdom, 1. 
the drawing of Sinners to him, and{ 
building up of Saints in him, and Com-F 1 
munſon with him, to make theſe poorſ * 
Contemplations-publick. God was,plea-f 
Kd ſome few- Years fince, 'to take af 1 
more than ordinary uſe of the preach-ſ C 
ing of them;zmany Souls being throught-.. 
his Grace eſpouſed to Chriſt, and moreJ 
brought nearer to him thereby : and hadf Y' 
I'not ſome hopes that *he wou!d alſo 
through that ſame Grace of hi:, mak$04q 
ſome uſe of the reading of them for thy# iy 
g00d,. and the good of others, I think] hi 
they had neverlſeen the light: Thy good pr 
ther;and: Chriſt's Glory in the enlargeFlis 
ment of 'his Kingdom, is the thing aimgw 
..e&at herein ;,, which the good Lord bKhr 
his Grace accompliſh. I am lying dan 
ly bythe brink oft the Grave, waitingdvt 
upon the Will, and for the Call of mde! 
Sovereign Lord ;- the only Reaſoſſani 
fwaying with me to deſire Life, next-tgan 
the more through-working out df, 
own Salvation, 1s to reveal, and makF 
&.. known Chriſt to Souls, and to publiſy; 
= --the'ghd Tydings of Peace and Salvat 
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The Author to the Reader. 


on. to a loſt and ſinful World : But if ** 
50d will make no further ufe of me that N 
way, his Will be done. I comfort my 
felt with what, an Holy Man ſpeaks, 
Simleſs glorifying of God,ſaith he, ts better b 
than ſinful glorifying of God, His meaning *=* 
I ſuppoſe is, that ?ris better to glorify - *;. 
I God in a ſinleſs, than in a ſinful State. 

$- Truly here we fin in our beſt Aftions ; 
ef and if we bring a little glory to God, - 
df yet woe and alaz-! how much diſhonour 
z$d0 we a!ſo bring him ? And what Ini- 
$quities do there cleave to our moſt Ho- 
ye iy Things? But Above we ſhall glorify 
| him without ſinning ; we ſhall love him, 
*mp him, admire him, adore him; de- 
tight in him, and aſcribe Glory to him, 
without the leaſt taint or tincure of 
fin cl -aving. thereunto; haying. not. o 
holy all Tears wiped off our Eyes, but _ ©; 
which is infinitely, 7nfinitely, infinitely "0 

detter,, all Sin purged from our Hearts 
ſoffand Actions. Farewel. 'I leave thee; -. 
-rgand this poor Treatiſe, to the Bleſling 

got, Heaven. | 
"i E. P. 
ary. \ 
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To the Reader, 


| Here ave two main Ends for which the Goſpel-| 
Miniſtry zs ordained ; the one is, the wining | 
We: of Souls, and bringing ' them-into Chriſt ; thy 
Fe - other #4 che Edification and building up of ſuch as at 
= already ore»ght In. Tt bath pleaſed Chrift, the Had 
of the Church, who diſtributeth Gifts in order to they 
Salvation of Men, unto whom and in what meaſure be 
pleaſeth, to finnih the Author of this Diſcourſe withÞ 
good Abilities as to both theſe Works, As to th? frft, 
the Lord bath given him a peculiar Gift, to.quati 
hin avouve many, to preach the Goſpel for the winning 
of Souls; and. the Grace of Gad in; bim did inflam? bus 
Heart with ardent deſpres, and did excite great long- 
#tgs it bim after the converſion of Souls, and he was 
pleaſed to crown his own Gifts and Grace in him with: 
great ſucceſs, many a Soul baving been turned unto Goes 
by bis Labours, Andit baving pleaſed God to caſt t 
Author into a languiſhing Diſt emper ſor ſome Months. 
. whirchy be was wholly taken off fron his Work 8 
'Preaching, ſo great did the defire of doing good tf |, 
Souls remain in bim, and ſuch were the yearnings off T 
his Bowels towards them, that being not able to ſpe th 
ta them any longer out of the Pulpit, be coutd nat ſay «: 
resfy himſelf, but be muſt needs ſpeak to them. thay þ 
ſmall Traft;, wherein his great Scope and pridcipath- a 
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. , Dfſeen 15, to allure and draw Souls unto Chriſt, 4 
ro the Mattty of the Treatiſe, I ned ſay little, ti 
fc 


* will ſifficiently ſpeak for it ſelf ; only, thus meh. 
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To the Reader. » 
* may ſay, Union with Chriſt i« the ſoxvdation of 0ur 
Happineſs. The Apoſils tells us, that Chriſt 1n us 
43s the hope of Glory ; We cannot haue any ſure.or 
ſound title to Eternal Liſs and Glory, but by Union 
with Chriſt ; whoever are ſa:ed, are ſaved by bing 
brought under Chrift as their Head, Ephtſ. 1. 10. 
That io the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of Time, 
he might gather rogether in one all things in 
[-| Chriſt ; that he might bring them under one Head: _ 
8 | ſo Zanchy aud others !:terpret the Greeb- word there 
uſed : The Son of God incarnate, is the true Vme into 
whicy the Eleft are implantedsThere are but two Roots - 
dF of Mankind,tht Firſt and th? Second Adamztht Firſt 
wn Adam ix the Root of Sin and Death unto all that 
be | abidein bim ;, the Second Adam 3s the Root of Righ- 
thi trouſnels artd Life unto all who ave implanted into him, 
»Yy The Scope of this Diſcourſe, is to perſmade Men not to 
WW be content to abide in the Root 11931 which they . natu- 
"gl rally grow, viz. the Root of the Firſt Adam, but 
bis] to ſeth aftir a new Relation wito Chriſt the Second - * 
&1 Adam. The Arguments by which the Author p/tffech s 
as Souls to com? to Chriſt, are maſt path#tical and ſtrong 1 
un" and as there is a vein of Heauily Aﬀettion, which 
08, 1:meth through the whale Body of the Diſcourſe, to as. 
ro lure ſuch who ave yet ſtrangers tb the Loyd. Jeſus to 
DS fall ir love with him; ſo there is much falid Matter $i > © 
terwowen, whereby thoſe who are already called, and. : \-:- 
Lt baue altained to ſom? arquaintance with ſpifitual + 1% 
ThingggFnay receive farther advantage; It pieaſeth* ©; 135 
ea the All-wiſe God to lex? the Author at a great wits 
ja certainty as to Lije;, th? Lord bath bept bin in the -* © of 
 Pyrnace long, but hz bath choſen aud refined bim, 1 it's 
* att whether it be in this,or in the other World, that he - 
AJ ſh:h pleaſe to bring bim forth, they who haut moſt fus*. ah 
, tine converſe with bim, are pirſwaded be will come © 
fortlys Gold, The Lord grant that the ſame Pri... 
” \. A 4 a _ loner #£ 
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E: * To the Reader. | 

8 > ſence of Divine Grace, which attended theſe Setitvns in 
preaching of them, may accompany them in the publica- 
= - tron, that many more Souls may be enamoured and drawn 


+ to thi Love of that faireſt of ten Thouſand, the Lord 
- Feſus ;, that ſo knowing him, and adhering to him, 
they may be ſaved eternally by him, by whom: all that 
have been, are or ſhall be ſaved, are brought to Life 
and Glory : 
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So prays 
Tht wrworthieft of 


Chrifts Servants, 


JOHN ROWE. 


The Beſt Match ; 


OR, 
| The Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 


do - 
2 
#5 


Frem 2 Cor. 11. 2. 1 have eſpouſed you. — 
7 to one Husband, that I may. preſent you "| 
a chaſt Virgin unto Chriſt. 


CHAP. Ek 


—- 3 Wherein an Introdution i made inte ntl 
sntended Diſtourſe, the Fas bp 
thereof laid, and the Matters to bean 
quired into m our. procedure therein-P 


poſed. 


i New Covenant-Relation to Chriſt, p ce 
A _ a Concern of rhe greacel} ei 
and hig [Importance | to tf © 90h 
Men. of any in the World; cis whar lieyi 
Foundation of all true_ Ha inefs, b ot 
and; Eternity ; withour ic (45 'a Iii Tt 
nice n gr we are boy's br] 
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_ The beſt Match ;, Or, 


only the: Carcaſes of Chriſtians z nor may ave 
expe& any ſaving advantage by any thing thar 
Chriſt hath either done or ſuffered for pour Sin- 
ners : And thisrelarion, of ſo much weight and 
importance to us, the Scripture repreſents under 
various Notions and Expreſſions to us : *tis re- 
preſented to us, ſometimes under the Norion of | 
a King and Subjefts ; hence Chriſt 1s called King of 
Saints : Somerimes under the Notion of a Father 
and his Children; hence he 1s called the Everlaſting 
Father; and they are his own words unto God the 
Father: Behold 1, and the Children which thou haſ 
gt:enme, Sometimes under the Notion of Head 
and Members ; herce Chriit is ſaid to be th? Head 
of the Body, the Charch : and cnrhe other- hand, 
. Believers are ſaid to be the Body of Chriſt,. and 
Mumbers one of another, And to mention no more z 
ſometimes ( as in my Text,and frequently elſc- 
where ) 'ris repreſented to us under the No- 
tion of * Huſcand and Wife, Bridegroom and 
«* Bride;or the Soul's Eſpouſal ro Chriſt as 1ts one 
*-and only Husband:And under this Notion I ſhall 
-(Eod aſſiſting) ſpeak a little of it, and tur a 
tele, no more than to make way for a practical 
Deſign I have in my eye, which is to woo' and 
» allure poor Souls into an Eſpouſal or Marriage- 
- "Covenant with this Blefled Husband, the Lord 
Jeſys Chriſt. : 
- That then which is before. us to betreated of, 
4s the Marriage .or Eſpoulal berween Chriſt and. 
Believers; and rhe better tro make. way here- 
ley there ta _threetdld. 

w1it-2nid us. 
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the Soul's Eſpouſal.to'Chriſt.” + 7 
Caluin calls, V:rbum Incarnatum, the Incarnate 
Word or, as'the Evangeliſt expreſſes ir, the Word 
|} made Fleſh, Joh. 1. 14. this we generally call che 
| Hypoſtarical Union, n 
2. There isthe Myſtical Marriage 3 and that 7: 
1s between the Perſon of Chriſt, God-Man, and 
the Perſon of Believers, as militant here on 
} Earth; wholeChriſt, and che whole Believer 
being made one ; this che Apoſtle calls, 4 bzing 
joined to the Lord, and being" one Spirit with him, 
1 Cor.6.17. and this we uſually call che Spirirual 
Union. hy 
3. There is the Heavenly Marriage ; and chat 
- 15 between Chrift and the Church triumphane.- 
above ; which indeed 15 the conſummarien of rhe 
] two former : and this I would call che Glorious 
| Union 3 and what thar 1s I caii'c tex, but do ho 
: am going to ſee, In the fir{t of theſe lies he 
: foundation of all our Happineſs ; by the ſecond, 
we are brought imo an 1nitial participation of ic.z 
# by the third, we are pur into the full poiTſefſion 
| and enjoyment thereof for ever. | Now, tis nej- 
: ther the firſt, nor the laſt, bur ſecond of theſe 
that the Apoſt/z here ſpeaks 'of, when he faith. I 
S | 
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have eſpouſed you to one Husband, even th Chriſt :. 
Which accordingly T ſhall 'make the Subje& of 7} 
my enſuing Diſcourſe 3 which, as alſo che fam." 
ot the Apoſtles intendment, you may rakean:. 3 
* this ſhort Poſition, viz, 3+: 
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- 

: «* That there is a bleſſed Eſponſal, or Marriape- . : 

1. « Relation berween Chriſt and: Behevers 3. © 
© er that Believes are married or efpuuſed- 

; *ro Chriſt, as their only Husband, WF 

. T haut eſpoaſed you, ſays. rhe Aj aſt, ;- 9 096: 
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' *Husba1d : not to many, but-ro one; and'who 
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is that? why Chriſt, God-man : So the nexr 
words declare, 1have eſpouſed you to one Husband, 
rhat T may preſent you as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt; 
"The fame is aiſo held forth in other Scriptures, 
'Fohn 3.29. He that hat" the Bride is the Bride- 


"goo, farrh Jokn Baptiſt concerning Chriſt and 


his Church :- And agatn, Rev. 21. 9, Come hither, 
fays the Angel ro John, and'T will (hew thee the 
Bride, the Lamb's Wiſe: That 1s, the Church, 
which 1s the Wife and Spouſe of Chriftz but I 
forbear. 

* What this Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation be- 
rween Chriſt and Believers is; as alſo how *'ris 
made up and accompliſh'd, are the Principal 
things-to- be inquired into, for the clearing of 
what lies before us 3 which therefore. I ſha'l ad« 


; > dneſs my (elf unto, 


ERA P; IE 


The Eſpouſal,or Marriage-relation between 
Cbrift and. Believers, opened ; and the 
._4mport thereof laid down in five things. 


x 


32J BI PUT what is this Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation 
2) berween Chniſt and Believers? The Apoſtle 
 lpeakingot it, calls it: great Myſtery-: Re Ct 


he). a great Aiyftrry.; but: I fpeab concerning Chriſt, 
41d hisChurch, Epheſ. 3. 38, 1 ſpeak of thac Spi- 


>. al Martiage that :berween Chriſt and his Peo- 
bw. "A which indeed 15a great Myſtery, that is, an 
- - Bidd 
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the Soul's E ſpouſal to Chriſt. FIT YN 
reaſon, and nor to be underſtood but by Divine .* :*; 
Revelation, and the Light of the Holy Spirit; S0 
far as we apprehend ir, you may take this ſhore LL 
account in general of it : *Tis har ſpiritual Con- 
jun&tion or- Relation that is berween Chiſt and 
Believers, between the Perſon of Chrift,& the Per- 
ſons of Believers, arifing from his inhabication in 
them by his Spiric, and their clofing with him. by 
Faith.Much might be ſaid for the opening of this _ 
general Conclufion;bur I ſhall wave ir,and give you 
| che true nature of the thing under conſideratioa,more 
particularly,as carrying theſe five things in it, viz, 
I. Free and cordial Donation. 
JI. Near and intimate Union. 
| IH. Sweet and laſting Communion, 
W FV. Strong and ardent AﬀeRion, 
V. Mutual reſt and complacency for ever. 

I; This Efpouſal or Marriage-relation berween 
Chriſt and: Believers, carries in it free and cordial 
Denoration ; a giving of themſelves each to other. 
In Marriages or Eſpouſals, che Parties give theme 
ſelves each to other :. the Husband gives himſelf 
unto the Wife, and the Wite, by way of return, 
gives herſelf unto the Husband. ; they conſent to 
rake each other in that Relation, and accord! 
ro give up themſelves each to other. So in : 
Spirirual Eſpouſal, or Marriage-retation herween.. . 2 
Chriſt and his People, there is a giving of - 
ſclyes each ro other ; they conſent ro take. eas 
other,and accordingly do give up themſelves. each” 
ro-6rher.—(Ch1ift, on the one hand, gives himfelf-- 
unto the Soul : I will be thine, ſays he,ta the. Souls 
thine to love thee, to. ſave thee,to make rhee. haps 
| py inme, and with me : TI, with all. my. Riches 33} 
| and Treaſures, will'be fully and for ever thingg/#- 
| ive for thee; thats the Languageiof his elpous - 
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WP & - Thebeſt March; Or, 


fing Love unto the Soul, of. 3. 3} And Oh how 
ſweet, is this. Language ! What can Chriſt give to 
poor Souls like himſelf? In giving himſelf, he 
gives the beſt Gift that either Heaven or Earth 
affords : In giving himſelf, he gives Life, he gives 
Peace, he gives Grace, he gives Righteouſneſs, he 
gives the Favour of «od, he gives Heavenghe gives 
all. Oh ſweet Gifr! —On the orher hand, the 
Soul, by way of return, gives himſelf to Chriſt : 
I will be thine, ſays the Soul to Chriſt, I will be for 
thee and not for another : Hence *tis ſaid, They 
gave themſalves to the Lord; 2 Cor. 8. 5. they free- 
ly and willingly yielded up themſelves to Chriſt, 
to be his, and his for ever : Sweet Jcſus, ſuch as [ 
am, and have, I give to thee. I am a poor, a ſor- 
ry Gift ( ſays the Soul ) infinitely unworthy off 
ine Acceptance 3 my Beſt is roo bad, my All is 
IS too little for thee : but ſeeing 'tis thy pleaſure to 
Y call for, and accept of ſuch a Gifr at my hands, I 
do with my whole Soul give up my Self, my 
Strength, my Time, my Talents, my All for ever 
. to thee. And tho, the truth 1s, this be a ſorry 
Gift, yer you little think how wr, hovw 
. grateful it is to Chriſ#, and what a value he puts 
uponirt. You have the whole of this owned and 
afſerted by the' Spouſe, Cant. 2. 16. My B:loved 
z mine, and I an his, 
IF II. This Eſpouſal,or Marriage-relation berween 
p-* -*Chrift and Believers, carries in it near and inti- 


"mare Unicn. In Marriage there 15 a very near u- 
nion and conjunion between the Parrtics 5 
they give up themſelves each to other,fo they 

I come onecach with other ; They are zo more twan, 
> but one Fleſh, Mat. 19. 6. Son this Eſpouſal,, or 
; "Marriage-relation between cam. 9 and Believers, 

-there 15 a. yery near union and conjunRion be- 
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the Soul's Eſponſal to Chriſt. 7 
rween them, they two are made one.z. and thus. 
the Apoſile fers forth che: Marriage berween 
Chriſt and them, Epheſ.g.31,32. For this cauſe (hall 
a Mn leaue Father and Mother, and (hall be joined 
wito bis Wife, and they two (h:ll be one Fleſh. This # 
a great Myftery;, tus 1 ſpeak concerning Chrifs and 
the Church ; that is, 1 ſpeak of the Marriage-rela- 
tion which is between Chri# and rhe Church, 
which conſiſts in Unian : Hence alſo Believers are 
ſaid to bz joined to the Lord, and to be one Spirit with 
him, 1 Cor. 6. 17. So thar eſpouting ro Chriſt, and 
being joined ro Chriſt, are all one. The truth js, 
herein lies the very Soul and Subſtance of this 
Spiritual. Marriage, viz. in a ſpiritual Union be- 
rween Chriſt and the Believer : tho Chriſt and the 
Soul were two before, two that were ftrangers 
each to other, yet in this Marriage or Eſpouſal 
they become one,and ſo ene;as that all the World 
can never make them wo again, never diſſolve 
rhis Union. By this uſual, but of all othzrs moſt plea- 
ſant Metaphor of a Bridegroom and Bride (as a lear- 
ned Man hath obſerved). is expreſſed and ſet forth 
the Spiritual! Union that is between Chriſt and the 
Church, Chriſt and cvery Holy.Soul, And this Union 
is a_ full Ur.ion, a Union between the whole Per- 
ſon of Chriſt, and the whole Perſon of rhe Belic- 
vcr ; the whole Perſon of Chriſt 1s united unto the 
Believer, and the whole Perſon of the Believer 

1s united unto Chriſt, Neither 4s our Soul al 

( faith a learned Man) joined with the Soul of Ehri 
 alane 5_N0Y 35 OY Fleſh alone joined with the Flih-4 
'Clyiſh alone but the whole Perſon r every Beliguer is 
"truly joined with the whole Perſonof Chriſt, | 

- -1, On the one hand, the whole Perſan of Chrif 
is united to the Believer ; the Believers Union 
wich. Chbif, is neither with the Divine nor Hy- 
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8 The beſt Match ; Or, 
mane Nature confidered apart ; butit is with the 
whole Perſon confiſting of both Natures :. and in- 
deed, cle they could not be ſaid to be united to 
Chriſt; for-neither of theNat»res,confidered apart, is 
Ehiſt : We cannot ſay, that the Divine Nature is 
-*. Chnift, or thatthe Humane Nacure is Chriſt; bur 
Criſs 1s both the Divine and Humane Nature, 
God-Man, in one Perſon. Chriſt ( faith a learned 


fon conſiſting of both Natures, together with his Office, 
| Beſides, were we united only to one Nature, and 
E's not to the whole Perfon of Chriſt, what would our 
* Udion avait us ? Surely it would be vain and in- 
effe&ual. Were we united to the Humane Nature 
only, and not to the Divine, then to be ſure our 
Union muſt be ineffeAual ; For Chriſt hiniſelf 
-"tells us, That it zs the Spirit which quichnith, the 
' Fleſh profiteth nothing, John $. 63. That is, ( as 
judicibus Interpreters expound it ) the Fleſh, or 
Humane . Nature. of Ch13ſt conſidered alone and 


Man ) zs not a Name of either Natur?, but of. the Per | 
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withour the intjuence of the Divine, availeth no- 
thing to Souls as to their Spirirual or Eternal 
Good: Nor ingeed can the Humane Nature of 
Chrift, without the Divine, give Grace, or any 
fpirirual good Thing. On the other hand, were 
"we united tothe Divine Nature alone, and not to 
the Humane, then our Ulnjon would be as ineffe- 
Rual :- for how full ſoever the Divine Nature is of 
'Grace and Life in ic. ſelf, yer nothing can thence 


Þederivedand communicated to us, but by and 
\through/ the Humaniy : And indeed, as. the Hu» 
'maniry profirech norhung wichour the Diviryty 3 
fo. I may fay, the- Divinity wilt profic us nv- 
thing withour the. Humanity, Hence iris, that / 
*Ehiift fo —_—_—_— of eating bis Fleſh, and drinÞ- 
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fie his Bloodjand wichal afſerrs the neceflicy rhere-- 


>” 


of in order to Life and Happineſs by him, 7ohn'6* 
$3; 54, $$. Whar doth eating his Fleſh and drink- 
12g bis Blood fignity, but an Union with his Hu- 
manirty ? And therefore .in ver, $6, he addeth, 
He that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwil- 
lth in me, and Tin him; which is an Expreſſion of 
Union 3 and without this, we haye, we can have 
no Life, no Grace from him. Ina word, as the 
Hamanity hath nothing to give or communicate 


to us, no Life, no Grace, no Spiritual Bleſſing. 


wichour the Divinity ; fo the Divinity is 1ncom- 
municable to us without the Humanity;and there- 
fore were our Union with the one cnly, withour 
the other,it muſt needs be ineffeRual. I will clofe 
this with the ſaying of an eminent Divine 3 Alths 
all Life, all Salvation floweth from ths Fulneſs of the 
Deity that is in Chriſt, yet notwithſtanding it is not 
communicated to #8 but in the Fleſh, and by the Fl 
Chriſt. For the Deity is as the Fount as whence 
good Things flow, Life and Slvatiun ; but the Fleſls, 
8r Humanity, is as the Channel, by which all theſt good 
Things, and all Gifts and Graces are derived unto 8 3 
therefore unieſs a Man apprebendeth this Channtl, and 


be united to it, be cannot poſſibly be made 2 part aker of 


theſe Waters which do flow from this Fount abt. 

2, Onthe other hand, the whole Perſonof the 
Believer 15 united ro Chriſt; not his Soul only with- 
our his'Body, nor yer his Body enly withour his 


Soul, bur his whale Perſon confiſting of both Soul 


and Body in conjundtion : As Chrift is the Savi- 


our, fo he 1s the Head. of the whole Perſon of- 
every Believer, for he ſaves none but thoſe whom 
he is Head unto : And as Chriſt is rhe Headof, fo 
he muſt; have union with che whole Perſongfeve- 
ry Behever ; for his being an Head, implies Union, 
and thar, Union muſt extend as tar as his Head 
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.Communion. In Marriage-elations there 15 a full 


. band admits che Wife into a participation 1n all 
he isand hath ;. on the otker hand, he communt- 


4 Union is in order tro Communion, So here, inthe 
- Eſpapſal, or Marriage-rclation between: Cbriſt and 
+ Believers, there is a full and free communion be- 

_.xweenthem in all chey are and have, - Ontheorey 


ſhip-doth, every ro the whole Perſon : Inſhort, 
the Believer's Soul 1s unired to Chrift 3. therefore 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 17. He that is joined to 
the Lord; i one. Spirit ; and the Believer's Body is 
united to Chriſt, and therefore the Bcdies of Be- 
Revers are ſaid to be Members of Chriſt, + Cor. 6. 
15. Thus this Union 3s a full Unjon : and as it is a 
full; ſo it is a very near Union. Next to thoſe }| | 
two great Unions, the efſenrial Union, the Union | | 
of rhe Three Perſons in One and the ſame Divine | 
Efſence, and the Perſonal Union, the Unicn of |} - 
the-two Natures, Divine and Humane, in the Per- 
ſon of Chrifs ; this 1s the neareſt Unjon, Hence 
it 15 Expreſſed, ſometimes by their being in each 
#ther, John 14. 20. 7+ ſhall know, that I amin the 
Father, and ye in me, and Tin you : ſometimes by 
their dwelling jn each other, John 6. 56. He that 
eattth-my Fliſh, and diinketh ny Blood, dweHith in 
me, and Tin bim. And what can be nearer, than 
tobe and-dyell-in each other ? It is a_nearer Uni- 
on than thar between the Husband and the Wife, 
for chat Union may be broken, and is at laſt, but 
this never 1s, never can be broken, as 1n its place 
will be ſhewn. 

_ TH:This Eſpouſal,or Marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and Behevers, carries 1n ic full and laſting 


Da... ce es £©Þ0”m | «a #cc<«cs 


and free Communion between the Parties, both 
mn what they are, and what chey have : The Hul- 


cares with her in all ſhe is-and hith ; and tdeed 
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hand, Chriſt communicates himſelf unto the Be» 
liever, he admits him into a fellowſhip and parti 

+ | cipation with him in all his riches and ſs; 
's | Hence is thar, obs 1, 16. Of his Fulneſs have we 
»- | all received, and that Grace for Grace : Verſ. 14. 
5, | he is faid to be full of Grace : And whar 
a Grace is that ? Why, all Grace, Perſonal Grace, 
e 8 Purchaſed Grace, Grace of Priviledg, and Grace 
n | of Influence : And here it is ſaid, that of his Falnef 
e | haveall we received ;, not ſome only, -bur all, grear 
f $ and ſmall have received; and that not ina low,poor, 
r= | ſcanty meaſure only, . bur in great abundance z 
e 8 therefore it's added, and Grace for Grace; or Grace 
h | upon Grace, heaps of Grace, Grace in a plentiful 


the Sans Eſpouſal to Chriſt. © ; TE ; 


e | manner, all Grace needful for the Soul, Righteguſ- 7D 


at 
cf, 
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y | nefs, Remiſſion of Sins, SanAification, Renovation _. _ .- 


t | of che Spiric, and che like. Look, whatever Chr 


in | 15,” or hath, which Believers are capable of, wi ws 
nj allcheirs, and they all hold communion with high 
i- | therein: His Beauty is theirs ; and how black and- 


>, | . deformed ſoever they are in themſelves, yer-they 
x are fair and comely in him: Hence. faith the 
e | Spouſe, Tamblach, but comely, Cant. 1. $. that is, 

black in my ſelf, bur comely in Chriſt; black by 


n | . Nature, but comely by the Redeemer's Grace; . 


gf comely through the comelineſs which he puts upon 1m, E- 
il} Zzek. 16. 14. His Righreouſneſs 15 theirs; and how. 
hf guilty and unrighreous ſcever they are in them- 
(-$ ſelves, yet in him they are Righteous,and do ſtand 
I enpruan Righteous in rhe ſight of God : Hence 

is Name is {aid ro be, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
Jer, 23.6. ard rhey are ſaid to be made the Righ- 
'teoxfneſs of God in him, 2 Cor.5.21. His Priviledges 
and Dignitics are theirs 3. and how vile and baſe 
loever they are in wars 6. yet in him- they 
Xe highly dignified and advanced. Is he a Son? 
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12 . The beſs Match; Or, 
So-are they through him : To as many as received 
bim, to-thim gave he power to become the Sons of God, 
ts as many as believed in his Name ; John 1.12. Is 
he an Heir, and Heir of God ? fo are they, they 
are Heirs, yea, co-beirs with him of God, Rom.8:17. 
is he beloved by the Father, and that with a 
choice and ſingular love ? ſoare they,they are be- 
loved in him, Epbeſ.-1. 6, yea, they are beloved 
with the ſame love, wherewirh he 1s beloved by 
the Father, John 17,23. Is hea King? ſo are 
they, he hath made them, and dorh make rhem 
alt Kings,” and rhey do, and ſhall reign with htm 
for ever, Rev, x. 6. Is he m Heaven, in poſſeſſion 

- of happineſsand glory ? ſo are they : Here they 
are faid to fit together with him in heavenly places, 
; 2.6, What ſhall I ay ? his Glory 1s theirs : 
2” EX which thou gaveſt me ( ſaith he to his Fa- 
$222 ther.) 1 have given them, Joh. 17.22. Yea, all his 
{235 Divine Fulneſs is theirs ; and how empty and im» 
b- I ſoeyer they are in themſelyes,yert they are 
perfeR and compleat in him, and inhis fulneſs'; Col. 
2. 9, 10. In him dwtllith all the fulneſs of the God- 
htad bodily ; bodily, that is, truly, perfe&ly, un- 
changeably,& not typically only,as in the Temple 
of old. All the fulneſs and perfe&tion of the God- 
head dwelleth truly and perfeRly in him : And 
what then ? why it follows, and ye are compleat in 
bim, qd.” You are poor and empty things in 
your ſelves, but your Head and Husband hath all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead in him,and iz is always 
i him; for it dwelleth in him.and ic is all yours, 
and you do communicate with him in all, ſo far 
as you arc capable of it,-tocomplear you both in 
-'Grace'and Glory. Thus Chriſt communicares 
- himſelf unto the Belieper, and admirs him inroA 
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the Soul's Eſpouſal toChriſt. . 13 
On the other hand, Chriſt partakes and holds 
communion with 'Believers in all chey are and J 
have: And what 15 their All; truly a poor Ally, ++ + 
| | in andof themſelves, rhey have nothing but ſins --. 
and ſorrows, guilt and affiitions. Indeed, in mar- "> 3 
rying of them, he gives them Gifts, Graces, Com- 
forts, and the like : and havinggiven them theſe, 
| | he holds communion with.themrin all; their Gifts 
and Graces, their Joys and-Comforrs.are-his--bur; 
I fay, inand of themſelves they have norhing bur 

» orrows and fins, and he in a fort holdeth com- 
munion Wo in both : hence it is ſaid, thar 


in all their affMetions be is aFladted, Ia. 63. 9. 

He looks upon their Sorrows as his, and their - 
Sufferings as his.. 1 was an hungry, and yt gave mene 
Meat, I was we nab:4, impriſoned, &c. Mat«25. * 
35,39. Ando ( you know ) in Scripture; K.- 
their Sufferings and Afﬀiiions, are called the Sufs 7 
ferings'and Afﬀii&ions of Chriſt : And why the” * **;; 
Suftcrings avd Affiiions of Chriſt ? noronly: be» 
cauſe for che moſt part they ſuffer for his ſake; 
but alſo becauſe he ſuffereth and 1s affiited m 
them, and with them: He communicaf&wirh 
them in their Aﬀictions: And, as in their Sor- 
rows, ſo alſo in ſome ſort 1n thetr Sins roo : Hence 
he calls their Sins, as well as rheir Aﬀi&tions, his. 
Min: Iniquities have taken hold upon me, Plal. 40. 12. 
Whuch Luth:r, and others, underſtand of Chriſt 
4 ſpeaking of our Sins, and calling chem his : Nor, 5 
my Beloved, that he doth admit of any the leaft 4 


7 ſtain, or tinRure of {inful defilement- upon himſelf, 

O bur he {o looks upon our Sins as his; as to take * 

of them off from. us, and looks upon himſelf reſpons 

n {ible to the Father's Juſtice for them: ſo he was 

+ | faid robemade fin for 5, a Cor. 5.21. O what 

# | Grace is here ! [cloſe this Head witha great and 
110573 weer. 
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ſweet ſaying, which I have read 1n one of the An- 
cients, ſutable to this purpoſe. | © The like ſiveer 
* Names are not to be found, by which the ſweet 
© AﬀeRions of Chriſt and the Sul are expreſſed 
*each to other, as thoſe of the Bridegroom and 
che Bride; for whyall things are common with 
*rhem, nothing proper, having nothing ſeparate 
*and apart each tromvother 3; they have both ons 
Inheritance, one Houſe, one Table, one Marri- 
© riage-bed, alſo one Fleſh : the ſum 15, they com- 
_—_— with each other in all they are and 

Ye. 45: 

IV. This Eſpouſal, or Marriageelation be- 
eween Chriſt and Believers, carries in it ſtrong 
and ardent Afﬀe&ion. In a Marriage-elation, 
there 1s the deareſt, ſtrongeſt, gnd moſt intimate 
AﬀeRion that is to be fonnd among the Children 
of Men: *Tis a Relation made up of Lore : Love 
' 15 not only a concomitant of Marriage, but ir is 
evena part of it, and 1s effential to it : In Mar- 
riage, hearts muſt be 'oined as well as hands, or 


they are not right : So here in this Spiritual-eſpous- \ 


ſal, AFMarriage-relation between -Chriſt and Be- 
lievers,' there 15 a very dear and intimate Aﬀeci- 
oneach to other ; their Hearts are indeed knir, 
and do intimately cleave to one another : The 
Saints ( ſays one )) are called the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
Propter amoris magnitudinem ; becauſe of that great 
and unfaralleP'd love that is between them. And 
it is a ſweer ſaying, which I have read in one of 
the Ancients to this purpoſe. *© Chriſt C ſays he 
© calls himſelf our Bridegroom, that he mighc 
£ infinuate the greatneſs of his Love to us, which 
© decays not with time 3 and he calls us hzs Spoule, 
© nor his Wife,noting that our Love to him thould 
© be always new, always lively and vigorous- =_ 
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truth is, no Lovelike that between Chriſt and his 
Spouſe ; Chriſt loves and eſpouſes, and rhe Soul- 
loves and is eſpouſed 3; and borh being eſpouſed, 
do love for ever; and fo this Relation 1s borh 
founded in Love, and perfe&ed in Love; "ris bath 
made up and managed with love on all hands; 
Chriſt ſets his love upon the Soul, and char love 
cſpouſes him to himſelf; and having inthis love 
of his eſpouſed him to himſelf, then he loves hum 
as his Spouſe : often in the Book of Canticles his- 


Spouſe 15 called his Love ; as alſo he on the orher 


hand js called her Beloved : and what dorh rh1s 
note, bur that the whole Relation conſiſts main! 

in Love, and that they are more dearly and-intt- 
mately beloved by each other ? Chriſt having e- 
ſpouſed the Soul ro himſelf, now his Love runs cur 
in full reams towards him 3 he loves him above 
all rhe reſt of the Creatures, in ſome reſpeRs a- 
bove the Angels themſelves, as. ſtanding 1n a 
nearer relation to him than they do. On the other 
hand, the Soul's leve 1s drawn out to Chriſt, and 
loving him, he is eſpouſed to him 3, and being e- 
ſpouſed ro him, he loves him yet more; now 
Chrifs us laid bitween his breaſts, in his moſt intimate 
Aﬀettions, he has the Throne in his hearr, Cant.1. 


13. yea, the Soul by degrees comes to be fick of 


Love to him (as you have. it) Cant. 2. 5. Stay me 
with Flagons,({ays ſhe) comfort me with Apples, for I 


an ſic of Love : ro whom? to Chriſt. And truly * 


this (as one of the Ancients hath obferved) # s 
freeet ſickneſs, a bleſſed languor, a pleaſant love : And 
this love between Chriſt and his Spouſe, is a chaſt 
love, a Virgin love, a love that is pitched upon the 


Perſon of cach other ; Chriſt loves the Perſon of 
the Believer, and the Believer loves the Perſon of 


Chrilt, Of which more in irs place, 
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x 6 | The beſt Match - Or, 
= _ - A, This Eſpouſal, or Marriagesrelation between 
. Chriſt and Believers, carries in ita mutual reſt 
and complaceney tor ever. In a Marriage-relatt- 
bn, there is great delight and complacency the 
= parties have, or ſhould have each in other, eſpe- 
*.* cially in the day of cſpouſals. You know how 
3 Solomon ſpeaks, Rejoyce with the Wife of thy Touth : 
let her be as the: loving Hind and pleaſant Roe + lit 
ber Breaſts ſatisfie thee at all times, and be thou ra- 
wiſhed always with her love, Prov. g. 18, 19. All 
noting that joy, reſt, and complacency that tha 
relation carries in it, and the Parties have in cach 
other 3 and weread (you know) of the joy of 
the Bridegroom, as the higheſt and pureſt thar is 
found among the Sons of Men : So 1n this Spirt- 
tual Eſpouſal between Chriſt and Believers, there 
is a murual reſt and complacency which they 
have in cach other: They are, as it were, the 
reſt, the joy, the ſatisfa&ion of each other 3 the || h 
ſolace of each others Souls, On the one hand, | I 
. Chriſtreſts and rejoyces inthe Believer, as one | t 
would do in the Wife of his Youth :. This his | # 
Spouſe is ro him, as 4a loving Hind, and pleaſant }| 
Roe, and he lives joyfully with her: hence ſhe || 2 
is called his delight, and that as being Married to || h 
him : Thou ſhalt be called Hephzibath, ( fays he || t! 
ro her )) for the Lord delighteth in thee, chou ſhalt | ": 
be the joy and celight of my Soul, Iſa. 62. 4, | 1 
. And again, As 4 young Man marrieth a Virgin, jo  % 
ſhall thy Sons marry thee, and as the Brdegroom ve- | 't 
yoyceth over the Bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejvjce over ff "< 
thee, verſ. 5. The ſum of all which amounts co 
this. That Chriſt marrying his People ro himſelt, Y 8r 
ighrs in chem, and rejoyces over them, and, 1 
that with the higheſt and pureſt delight and com- | Pr 
placency of all oriers, adelight and complacen- | G 
cy 
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cy ſurable to the relarion © Thetrurh is, he ſpeaks 
as if all his delight were in chem, as if he had 
forgotren ro delight in the Angels, or in any of 
the works of his hands, hut in chem alone, Ay 
goodneſs (ſays he ro the Father ) extendech not to 
thee, but to the Saints, in whom is all my delight,Pialm 
16. 2, Yea, he declares himſelf Raviſhed wich 
them, as his Spouſe 3 Cant. 4.9. Thou haſt raviſh:4 
my beart, my Siſter, my Spaule 3 thou have rauiſhed my 


heart : And he ſpeaks as one raviſhed indeed,Cant. . 
g.5. How fair and pleaſant art thou, O Love, for 
"delight / and Chap. 5.v.z. he acknowledges him- 
ſelf captivated by her, Turn away thine eyes from 
me, . for they have overcome ms + Yea, he has decla- 
red ti;em to be his Reſt, Pal. 132.14. This is my. 
re(b for ever, ( fays he ) here will Idwell, far 1 bawe * 
aefired it : It's ſpoken of Zion, as a Type of the 
Church, and Spouſe of Chriſt, and his reſt in 
her 3 and indeed they are his Reſt, his Soul 1s at 
reſt x1 them, in them is his higheſt joy. Hence 
that ſweet word, Zeph.3.'17. The Lord thy God, 
in the midſt of thee is mighty ; be will refoyce over thee 
with joy 3 he will reſt in bis love upon thee, he 
will joy ov?y thee with ſinging z as much as to ſay, 
his whole reſt, ſolace, and delight ſhall be m 
thee. Onthe other hand, the Belicverreſts and 
rejoyces in Chriſt, as in his Head and Husband : 
I ſat down under his ſhadow ( ſays the Spouſe} 
with great delight, Cant,” 2. 3. She did [ucuiter 
requieſctre (as one expreſſes it) ſweerly reſt, and 
repoſe her Soul in him : Her Soul 'was at reſt; 
and filled wich delighr, great delight, ſhe had 
great ſpringings of joy within her, and alt this 
in Chriſt her Bridegroom 3. in his Perſon, inhis 
Prefence, 1n his Proteftion, in the fruirs of- his 
Grace and Love: And theretore ir follows,” aud. _- 
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13 The b:ft Match; Or, 
bis Frult was' ſweet to my tafit ; as if ſhe ſhould 
fay, O with what joy, what ſolace, what delighr 
and farisfa&tion of Soul did I converſe with him, 
and feed upon him ! Thus in theſe EſpouſalsF* 
there is murual delight and fatisfation between ff * 
Chriſt and Believers : and O how ſweer is this !f 
this makes this Eſpouſal to reliſh ſtrongly of Hea- 
ven, and to ſet the Soul down even ar the Gate 
thereof, Thus I have fhewn you whar this E-F:; 
ſpouſal, or Marriage-relation berween Chriſt and} 
Believers 1s. 


CH AP. III. 


x Tn which the way and means of the ac 

 eEompliſhment of this Eſpoiiſal or. Mar- 
riage-relation between Chriſt and Be- xe 
liewers is enquired into, and a generalhq, 
account thereof given. 


; 
Aving ſeen ſomewhat of the Nature of the hc 
Eſpoual or Marriage-relation berween Chriſtf 
and Believers, the nexr thing tro be enquired 
gnto is, How this Efpouſal or Relation is madef*l 
up and accompliſhed : To be ſure, naturally weff@T 
care all ſtrangers to it, and unacquainred with 3 Ith 
"Bring ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks”) without -Chrift $94 
that is, without union with kim, or any ſpirit 
£ tual Relation to him, Epheſ. 2. 12, Bur © howlf®! 
d--- ' then, and in what way is it brought abour? 1f"# 
be general, it 1s trom Divine Grace, the Grace off V | 
God in Jeſus Chriſt aRing and laying our ir Aelſſ® 
for us ard upon us; ard, 1t is from Divine Gract e 
| vol CÞ1 
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the Soul's Eſponſal to Chriſt, to _ 
- (© Ways 3 or as that Grace carries a double op« 
| Þfirion withir, Firft, As it ſtands in oppoſition 
pany thing of worth or deſervings in usz and _- > 
af it flows from the riches of Divine Grace, as .*# 
i $only ſpring and Fountain : And, ſecondly, as - | 
* at Grace ſtands in oppoſition to any thing of 
ower or abiliry in us 3 and fo ir is effefted by & 
. be Power of Divine Grace as its Principle and 
"1 {cient. Accordingly take this General i theſe 

$0 Propoſitions : 


4 


—} L This Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation berween 
iſt and Believers, flows from rhe Riches of 
vine Grace, as its only Spring and Fountain, ' 
t any of the Sons of Men are Married and E- 
c- pouſed ro Chriſt, is nor from any thing of worth 
-. | defervings in them, bur purely and intirely 
om free Grace and Love, dwelling and work- 
g1n the Heart of God and Chriſt rowards them ; 
athd this accqune the Scripture gives us of it, Jer. 
I. 3» T have loved thee with an everlaſting love 5 
tfore with loving kindneſs have I drawn the? : as 
hel he ſhould fay, I have drawn thee out of thy 
|, out of thy unbelief, our of thy carnal 
edits and refuges, and Thave drawn thee to my 
defifinto union and communion with my ſelf,into-a 
S$ariage-covenant and Relation with my ſelf; and 
ir this from mine own free love, that love, thac 
hdneſs, that has been in my heart cowards thee 
neverlaſting. 'So again, Ho. 2. 19. 1 will bt- 
b thee unto me for ever; yea, 1 will betroth thee 
me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and in lt» 
ws kindzeſs, and in mircies) Mark, it is ' mercy 
| loving kindneſs, which eſpouſes Souls to 
cefrift. God ( fays one upon this place) eſþouſts ws .. 
wot CMriſhindued thereunto by no merits of ours but by bis 
| ; B 2 own 
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'20 The beſt Match; Or, | 
own goodneſs and mercy. And indeed myBeloved, wha”; 
have we, or what have any of. the Sons of maif,. 


that ſhould ſpeak the one or the other worthy 


a conjugal-relation ro Chriſt, or that ſhould ir a 


; vite and induce him to take us into ſuch a rcelatk... 


on te himſelf? Have we Birth or Parentage «|. 
induce him? No, alas ! as to our ſtate, we are ' 
of the brood of Hell, 2nd thence, as ſinners, wy. 
all have our deſcent and original, 7oh.8.44. Hay, 
we beauty and amiableneſs? No, for we are &x; 
black and deformed in our (clves, we have tl 
{pirir of the Devil in us,and the image of rhe D 
vilupon us; we are blind, and deaf, and dumb,anf. 
lame, and crooked : fo the Scripture ſpeaks of $, . 
in our natural ſtare, We are all in our blood ar 
gore 3 caſt out into the open field to the loathing of « 
Perſons, Ezek.16.5,5. - And as their caſe is reprigy, 
ſented, {/a. 1. ſuch js ours ſpiritually, Ever 
the ſole of the foot, to the crown of the head, thire 18 
ſoundneſs in us, nothing but wounds, and bruiſes, and hs, 
triſying ſores : In a word, we are all fin, and hae 
nothing bur ſin, Know, O ſpouſe of Chriſt, (ſays oſye 
of the Ancients) that thou haſt nothing of thy ſelf pg, 
ſons ; as for all thy good things, they are the Gradfma 
thy Bridegroom to thee, to whom therefore give the glifge, 
of it : I ſay, we have nothing but fin : and 15 the 
any beauty, any comelineſs 1n that to artrat qe 
Holy Jeſus ? ſurcly no. Have we Riches and Tree 
ſures? No; for indeed we are poor, and miſera 

and blind,and naked, Rev.3.17. Treaſures,it 15't 
we have, but they are black ones treaſures of 
and wickedneſs,treaſures of guilt and wrath,whk 
ſurely cannot render us worthy,but moſt unworFing 
of ſuch a Relation. Have we wiſdom and. part; fr 
invice him? No ; we are altogetber brutiſh and Nbur, 


ar 


01 


the Soul's Eſponſal ts Chriſt, 2t © 
$&, Jer.10.8. Wiſe wt art, but it is to do evil; to ds © 
VS wd we have no knowledg, Jer.4.22. Have we love 
Ncnd kindneſs &n us rowards him,good nature ? Noz 
Y Yor naturally we love him not 3 yea, we hate bim, 
IEnd arc enemies ro him, Lþ.19.14. We hate both 
las.im and the Father, as he charged che Jews of 
- ld; yea, we arc enmity it (elf ro him, Rom.8. 7. 
e are Enemies to his Perſon, to his Kingdom,to 
| his Grace, to his Righteouſneſs, to his Ways, and 
lo all 4cquaintance and communion with him : 
* Thus we have norhing to induce him to take us 
into ſuch a Relation: ar the beſt,we are bur poor 
Worms, whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt : And what 
xn it be,bur free and rich Grace in Chriſt ro mar- 
- ry and eſpouſe ſuch unto himſelf ? 
f 4 11. This Eſpouſal,or Marriage-relation berween 
PIYChriſt and Believers, is wrought and effefted by 
JSthe Power of Divine Grace, as its principle and 
9 efficient : When Souls are married and eſpouſed 
{ Fro Chriſt, *ris nor done by any power or ability of 
*=Fehcir own, nor yet by the power and efficacy -of 
means and inſtruments, but *ris purely from the 
power and efficacy of Diviue Grace : Indeed,God 
makes uſe of Means and Inſtruments,he makes uſe 
8Yof che Goſpel and Goſpel-Miniſters for the eſpou- 
Fling of Sinners ro his Son 3 and theſe are the only 
+yordinary way and means whereby he dorh ir : 
therefore ſays the Apoſtle in my Texr, { I] have 
*Jefporſed you to one Hausband; that 15,T by my Miaiftry, 
"2 by preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, have been 
Mao Inſtrument in God's Hand tor your eſpouſing to 
*FUriſt. Bur cho God thus makes uſe of means and 
loſtruments in rhis Work,yer ſtill che Work ir ſelf 
$1 from pure Gracc,and to Grace doth Chriſt attri- 
{Abure it, excluding all ocher power bur this as ſuffi- 
| | B 3 cient 
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Qent hereunto, Joh.6.44. No Man can come to mt 
' believe on me, cloſe with me in a Marriage-Cov 
nant, except the Father,which bath ſent me,draw bi 

thar is, except the Power of Divine Grace be 
forth upon him in order hereunto. The draw 
Chriſt here ſpeaks of, ts comprehenſive of & 
whole buſineſs; *rts the enabling of us ro come t 
Chriſt, to believe on him, and to cleſe with hit 
as our Head and Husband. Tr notes ( as one ot 
ſerves) nor any violent coa&tion or conſtreint,bu 
fiveer bowing of che Will, * which in ir ſelf was 
yerſe from, and oppoſite to God and Chriſt; at 
with al, a carrying of the Soul to Chrift, and ' 
enabling of him to cluſe with him in chis Relat 
-on : and this Chriſt aſcribes wholly to the powe 
- of Divine Grace. The truth is.;in and of our ſelve 
we have no power or ability for ſuch a Work; \ 
are without firength, Rom.6.5. Yea, when we a: 
brought into Chriſt by che Power of Divine Grac 
yet then, in and cf our ſelves wt can no nathing ; 
Chriſt tells us, Fobu 15. 5. Without me ye can 
nothing. Yea; when we are brought into Chril 
and have had ſome communion with him z yet 1 
* £an't follow after him, nor draw one tittle neare 
to him, unleſs a freſh influence cf Divine Grace bt 
put forth upon us,ena}ling us thereunto z ſo muc 
the Spouſe was ſenſible of, and therefore pra 
thus, Draw me, and we will run aſter thee, Cant. 1. 
As if ſhe ſhould ſay, Lord, in my ſelf I can's ft 
one foot towards thee ; bur do thou put forth 
power in drawing ne, and then, and not till 
ſhall come nearer to thee : Yea,my Beloved,r 
eſpoufing of Souls ro Chriſt, is not only the-At & 
Work of Divine Grace, and the Power of 1t, & 
'tis the AR or Work of the mighty Power of thi 
Grace ; "tis not an ordinary Power that '1s an 
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muſt be put forth therein, bur even the greatneſs 
of the Power of that Grace, a Power no leſs 


- than that which was pur forth in raiſing Chriſt from 


the Dead : So the Apoſtle tells us, Epheſ.r. 18. 19, 
20. That you may know ( ſays he ) what. is the 2x- 
ceeding greatneſs of his Power to 15-w2rd," who” bt« 
lieve according to the working of his mighty Power 
which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed kim from 
the Drtad, So then here is Power, mighty Poyer, 
the mighty Power ot God, the greatneſs of the 
mighty Power of God, the exceeding greatneſs 
of the mighty Power of God, the ſame exceed- 
ing greatneſs of the mighty Power of God which 
raifed Chriſt from the Dead ; and all pur forch ro 
enable us to believe, and fo to cloſe wich Chriſt 
in a Marriage-Covenant. Thus this Work is-eve- 
ry way from Divine Grace. Bur here more pat- 
ticularly, the enquiry will be, What thoſe As or 
Works of Divine Grace are, by which poor Sitt- 
ners come to be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? I ſhall re- 
duce them all to two Heads; they are either 
( firſt) more remore, being As of Divine 
Grace put forth for us, and towards us 3 or ( ſec- 
condly ) more near, being ARts of Divine Grace 
pur forth in us, and upon us: In the firſt, the 
Father and Jeſus Chriſt work more immediately 
by and from rhemſelves: In the ſecond, they 
work by the influence and miniſtry of the blefled 
Spirit; Fle ſpeaka little of each, 


the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt.” © 23% 
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Wherein are contained the more remote 
Atts of Divine Grace, put forth more 
immediately by the Father and Feſt 
Chriſt, for us, and towards us, in order 
50 the accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal 
between Chriſt and us. 


Here are ſome more remote AAs of Grace, 

At of Grace put furth more immediately 

Sy the Father and Jctus Chriſt, for us,and towards 

ns, in order to the making up of this Eſpouſal or 

Marriage-relation between Chriſt and us ; and of 

- theſe I ſhall mention five, all which do neceſſarily 

concur, and have their influence into this buſineſs, 

and indeed rhere is much of the Myſtery of God 
in them : They are theſe, 

{. God the Father Marries and Eſpouſes our 
Nature to the Perſon of kis Son, and thereby firs 
and prepares him to bean Husband for us; this 
God has done once for all, and the influence there- 
of concurs unto the accompliſhment of the Eſpou- 

ſal berween Chriſt and every Bcliever, . I ſhall il- 
luftrate this unro you, from that Parable Mat. 22. 
beg. where we read of a King who made a Marriagt 
for bis Son : by which King we are to underſtand 
God the Father 3 and by his Son, Jeſus Chriſt,the 
Ecrernal Son of that Eternal Father. He, who pro- 
ceeded. from him by eternal Generation. God 
the Father then is ſaid ro make a Marriage for his 
Son-: Bur, pray, who 1s the Spouſe ? ris obſerved 


$ by 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. , 25 © 
by Divines,that the Spouſe is not here mentioned; 
who or what then is ſhe ? 'Tis anſwered, Chriſt has 
a two-fold Spouſe 3 our Nature,an1 the Perſons of 
Believers : Both which may be intended here, 
tho the firſt chiefly and principally ; and fo by the 
Marriage here, we are to underſtand the perſonal 
Marriage, the Marriage between the Perſon ofthe 
Son of God and our Nature ; and ſo Cal:in and 
others expound it : This primarily ; but ſeconda- 
rily, and by conſequence, the ſpiritual Marriage, 
the Marriage between Chriſt and Believers; and 
we are to look onthe one as laying a Foundation, 
and making way for the other : So that the whole 
reſolves into this, That God che Father hath mar- 
ried and eſpouſed our Nature to the Perſon of his 
Son in the Hypoſtacical Union, and thereby has 
ficred and prepared him to be an Husband for us, 
and made way for the marriage of our Perſons to- 
his Perſongin the Spiritual Union. And mdeed,ur = 
leſs our Nature had been firſt married to him in 
the one, our Perſons could never poſſivly have 
been married to him tn the other ; for pray ob-- 
ſerve, the Glory of Chriſt conſidered as theErer- 
nal Soh, and ſo as God, 1s too bright, and the dj- 
ſtance between himand us too great for us to come * 
to him, and be: made one with him. in a Marriage- 
rehtton : Chriſt conſidered in his own naked Glo-- 
ry, as God, 1500 bright an. ObjeR for us to.loak. 
upon, much more to have ſo near an union to,attd: 
communion with 3 one fight of him thus conſider-- 
ed,'1s. enough to ſwallogy us up, andeven to gver-- 
whelm our Spirirs z ,we cannot thus ſee him and 
* F} - live.: But now. our. Nature. being married and” 
| eſpouſed. ro his Divine Perſon ;.. that is ta ſay, , 
he having aſſumed our Nature into union. wigh : 
himſelf, as che eternal Son, which —— - p 
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 _ ealshis beingmade Fleſh, Joh.1. 14. And rhe A- 
poſt, his partaking of Fleſb and Blood, Heb. 2. 14. 
reby the overwhelming brightneſs of his Glory 
is veiled, and the dreadful terror of his Greatne(:, 
together with rhe affrighring diſtance berween 
him and us is taken away : Yea, hereby his Glory 
i brought down (as one harh it) to our eye, to 
our beholding : Hereby he has marvyellouſly 
fweetned and endeared himifetf to 'us, and made 
way for us, for a free acceſs to him, and the 
neareft union and communion with him : Here 
Divines gives this as one Reafon of Chriſt's In- 
carnation, thar he might thereby become a fit 
Husband for his People, and they might be capa- 
ble of unjon and commnnion with him : Therefore 
{as a Learned Man has obſerved) was the Son of 
God made Man, that he might be a true, a fit Bridegromm 
for the Church 3 and *ris righely obſerved by Divines, 
that in ſtri& pr rity of Speech, neither the Fa 
ther, nor the Holy Spirit, but the Son; the Second 
Perſon in the Trinity,is rhe Churches Bridegroom; 
and rhey give this reaſon for it, becauſe he only 
"was-made Man, he only was Incarnate. ' O, had not 
the Son of Gad been fncarnate, had he nor ( as 
Avſtin's expreſſion is ) married owr Nature to bimfelf 
ws the Womb of the Virgin, none of us had ever been 
"capable of ſuch a priviledg, ſuch an happineſs, as 
2 conjugal union and communion. with him.. 
_ therefore is the firſt Atof Grace in this bu- 
5, | 
-- VI. God the Father giyes Chriſt unto the Soul, 
and the Soul co Chriſt ; he gives Chrift for an Head 
and Husband ro the Soul,andhe gives rhe Soul for 
a Bride or Spouſe to Chriſt, (Firſt) He gives 
- Chriſt for an Head and Husband to the Soul, in 
- Jobi 4. 10, Chirilt is called the Gift of God + _ 
" _ 


> j AY RT IN 
the Soul's Efpouſal to ChAfE. * 5% 
how the Gife of God ? two ways, (firſt) 1a thar ** 
he gave him for us; he gave himgo be Incarnate,”” 7 
to ſuffer, ro bleed, ro die, to be made'Sin and a _- 
Curſe for us; he gave himas an Offering and a '- 3 
Sacrifice for us. And (tecondly) in thar he gives «2 
- himalſo to us ; he gives him co be an Head and 
Husband to us : Hence *ris ſaid, That he gave bi 
to be Arad to the Chyrch, and ſach an Head as has 
the command and ditpoſe of all things ; X? gave 
him to be Head our all things to the Charch, Ephel. 1 
22, both inthe Council of his Will from Erernts -. 
ty, and alſo in the AR or Work of his Grace here 
C in Time, he thus gives Chriſt-ro tis : And O how 
P richly and gloriouſly doth his Grace ſhine forth * 
, herein ! In giving Chriſt ro us, he gives his bet. 
pf and his deareſt ; for he has nothing better, nothing  _ 
" dearer to him than his Chriſt, as afterwards may '- 
b be ſhewn, (Secondly ) He gives the Soul fora 3 
- Bride or. Spouſe to Chriſt : Believers (you know? - 
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d } areofien ſaidto be given by the Father to Jeſus 
15 Chriſt ; My Father which gavs them mz, ( fays Chriſt 
y concerning Believers) is greater than all, - Joh. 10% - 
IC 29. And thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me, 
's Joh. 19.6. with many other places which might be 


if mentioned, God gives all 'the Ele& ro Chriſt e@@+ 
n be his Spouſe 3 he gives them to him (firſt)in the 
| eternal purpoſe and counſel of his'Grace ; m the 
be. day of everlaſjing Love, when God firſt ſer hiss- * 
b-. heart upon his choſen ones, then gave he themes ,_ 2 
his Sun, and will'd their union ro him in a Marri--- 
l, -Covenant; and he gives them to him al{6-+ 
(feoondly ) in the Work of  Vocation, which. ' 
C makes way for the working of Fatth in Chriſt ia + 
the Soul, The Father ( ſays he ) bath given thiss 
Spouſt to his Son ( (peaking of his Chureh } and juintss © ® 
ber 10 bias by bis Spirit, And; my age” = 
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kunſclf, wm theſe. words, 41d bim that ' cometb 
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this Aﬀt of Grace pur forth by God towards us, 
the Match woulg never be made between Chriſt 
and any poor Soul ; for this indeed is that which 
brings the Soul co Chriſt : So much Chriſt himſelf 
tells us, 7ob.6.37. AU that the Father giveth me, ſhall 
come ro me. Mark, "tis the Father's giving us ro 
Chriſt, that brings us ro him ; and were we not 
by the Father given to him; we ſhould "never 
corue to him by believing ; and it we never came 
to him by beheving,there could never be a Marri- 
ag union and relation berween him and us. 

III. Chriſt readily approves and accepts of the 
Father's Gitr,heing willing, yea,lengingly defirous 
z cſpouſe them unto himſelf, whom his Father 
gives him 1n order thereunto, In the making up 
of a Marrlage, 'tis not enough that the Father 
2X ſuch or ſuch an one to his Son,and his Son to 

r; bur there muſt alſo be the conſent of the Son; 
he muſt approve and accept of the Father's Gift : 
and {© does Chriſt here, he approves and accepts 
of the Father's Gift :. the Father xvills his raking 
ſach and ſuch poor Sinners to Wite, and accord- 
ingly gives him to chem, and them vo him,and the 


vill of Chriſt falls in with, and 15 conformed to 


the Will of the Father herein, and fo the Match 
goes on :. this you have clearly held forth, 7oh.6. 


37. All that the Father hath given mz, com? unto mt ;, 
and bim that comith unto me, I will in no-wiſe caſt out. 


Mark, hcre are among others; two things, 1, Here 


5 the Father's giving of poor Sinners to Chriſt, 


and therein his Will and Conſent that they fhould 
be eſpouſed to.. him, in. theſe words, AZ: that 
the Father bath giuen me. 2. Here is Chriſt's appro- 
bation and accepration of this Gift of. the Father, 
with bis Will and. Conſent to eſpoufe thera to 
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the” Soul's E ſpouſal to Chriff 
mo mt, I will in no wiſe caſt out ; thar is, T will af- 
uredly receive him, and accept of. him 3 I will 
zke him into a conjugal union and relation to-my 
elf, Chriſt here plainly declares his acceptance 
of the Farher's Gifr, giving poor Sinners to him, 
to be his Spouſe, Tis a great ſaying, and ſurable 
to this | am ſpeaking, which E have read 1n a great 
Divine, The eternal Will and good Pleaſure of God 
[nr rr (fays he) ; but Chriſt the Bridegroom cannot 


Will is conformed to the Fathtrs, and therefore does be 


Grace, Chriſt's Language is ſuch as this 3 Father, 
doſt rhou give ſuch and ſuch poor Sinners to-me ? 
and is it thy WH, that they ſhould be efpoufed ro 
me? Content, I do freely accept of them, and am 
willing to eſpouſe them* ro my ſelf for ever :- *cis 
true, they are p2or worthlefs Crearures,alrogether 
unſutable ro my dignity and greatneſs. but, Fa- 
| ther, they are thy Gift, and 1 accepr of them as 
ſuch; true, there 15 no beauty in them that I 
ſhould deſire them, bur they are thy Gifr, and I 
will marry them and make chem. beauriful ; and Q 
what Grace is this ? | 
IV. Fhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt not only approves 
and accepts of che Father's Gift, but moreover ke 
redeems them thus given to him, with the price 
of his own Blood ; he ranfoms them from Sin,and 
'Deach, and Hell, whereurto m themſelves. they 
were all in bondage 3 which alſo neceſſarily con- 
curs to the accompliſhment of the eſpoufal be- 
tween htm and-chem. *'Fis obſerved by ſome,thar 
m the Eaftern Countries. it was the manner for 
Men to tuy their Wives 3 .and indeed. ſo much 
ſeems.to be intimated in that Meflage of Saul ro 
Dvd, 1 Sam. 18.25. where, when he would.pet- 


will the ſame thing which the Fathtr wills; bis 


acctpt us as his Spouſe, In a word, inthis AR of - 
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ſwade-Dzvid ro marry his Daughter, 1 pr 


at leaſt, he ſends him word, thact he defired nor a4. 
ny Dowry, bur ſo and fo : Ir ſeems then, thar i: 
was uſual to expe a Powry. Thg ame alſoap 
pears by the practice of Shec9em, Gen. 34. 11, 1 
where being in love with Dinah, Zacob's Daugh 
ter, he proffered to give a Dowry for her ; Gi 
we (lays he) 5ut thy Damſel to Wife, and asþ me ne 
ver ſo much Dowry and Gift, and I will give it the, 
To be ſure & *tis here, Chriſt buys all his Spouſe 
and gives a yaſt Gift for them ; Chriſt indeed is ir 
loye with poor finners, given him by the Father 
and deſires ro marry them ro himſelf ; but he 
muſt buy them if he means to have them, and 
buy them he does, and at a dear rate, he gives 
i Dowry for.them, even his Life, his Bloog 
is Glory, and all for a time, Hence he is ſaid 
give bimſelf for us, Epheſ. 5.25. and to purchaſe #s þ 
bas Blood, Ads 20. 28, Hence we are faid tg be 
beught by him with a price, with a great price, wi 
2 price of incſtimable value, even bis own moſt. pre 
rious Blood, 1 Cor.6.20, The caſe lies thus : th 
EleR, as well as others, were all gone into Cap 
tivity, fold under Sin and Satan, in bondage te 
Death, and Hell, and Wrach, which 1s che cond) 
tion of all by Nature; and if Chriſt will hay 
themas his Spouſe, he muſt ranſom and redeen 
them from all ; which accordingly he does : he 
bleeds, he dies, be gives him{elf a ranſom for the 
3n order to the marrying of them to himſelf : 
-had/indeed a mind to a Spouſe among the Chi 
-dren of Men, and was in love with them from all 
eternity, as he himſelf cells us, Prov.8.31, and ( 
mm love with them, as that he does in effe&;fay ur 
to the Father, as Sh:chen did ro Jacob, Asþ mt n 
fo mach Downy, and 1-will gizx it. Why, my Soi 
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the Soul's Eſponſal to,Chrift,” 34 © 
fays the Father, if thou wilt have them; anid-mar. - 2 
ry them to thy ſelf, thou muſt give thy Blood,thy 
-Y Life for them; thou muſt redeem them from 
Sin, and Death, and Kell, whereumo they arc in 
bondage 3 which can't be done by lets chan. b 
giving rhy ſelf a Ranſom for chem: all which Chri 
aſſents unto, and complies with, and rhat with 
delight, freely giving himſelf for them. And © 
4 Whar Grace is this! Oh to zive ſuch a price for 
| fucha Spouſe! a Price fo great, for a Spouſe 6 
black and unworthy ; thts 15a glorious Grace in- 
deed, 
he V. Chriſt makes love to them, renders himfelFf 
unto their embraces, and Row In them. for 

« their acceprance of him, and that withthepreae- 
w_ eſt and moſt affeRionate imporrunity : How much 
1 2d ſocyer ic has coſt Chriſt ro redeem poor Sinners, & 
5 
, 


5 od how greata Dowry ſcever he has gizen'for them, 
hel yer they are unwilling to cloſe with himthey have. 
5 no mind, no heart Chriſtward, and ſo the Match is 
pre} not hke ro be made up unleſs ſomething further 
thed be done 3 therefore after all, Chriſt (as one 
29.4 ſes it) comes a wooing to them, he makes tdve, 
« told Offering himſelf ro them, and earneſtly fohicites 
adj them for their love and acceprance : he impor- 
vel nes them, and that in ſuch a way, as if he were 
en T<ſolved to take no denial ; in Exek, 15, 8, we 
- he} read of a time of love, a time (hat is) of Chriſt's 
emf - making loye to Sinuers lying in their blood and 
Hell \gore. And indeed, Chriſt has times of love, times 
-hitf *when he makes love, and offers himſelf with all 
1 aly *Þis Riches and Treaſures to poor Sinners ;-when 
id ſol 13s Language ro chem is, Bebold 312, behold me, Ig. 
65.1, and /oob wnto me, and be ye ſauid all ye eyds _ 
of the earth, 1{a.45.22- Now he comes, and tells © F 
\| over the ſtories of bis love to them, how mueh —© 


<5 
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Chriſt work by the Spirit, in us and upon us, for 
w :. Only, by the way, ter us (lil ſee and admire 


32 - Thebt Match ; Or, 
he has done and ſuffered for them, how much his 
defire is towards chem, what great things he will 
beſtow upon them, and inſtate chem into, and all 
to win and allure chem to himſelf, ro gain their 
love and conſent to accept of him, and to be his 


-ina Marrlage-Covenant, Time was when Chriſt 


came and did this himſelf in Perſon ; when he 
food, and cried, If any Man thirft,let him come unto me, 


and drink, John 7. 379. Time was, when in his 
own Perſon he 1mportuned poor Sinners from - 


day to day, he made love to them time after 
time, as he did (you know ) to 7oruſalem, Mat.23, 
37. For ſome Years together he wooed them, 
and offered himſelf and his Grace to them in his 
own Perſon ; and tho he does not now come in 
Perfon ; yer, as Dauid ſent his Servants to Abigail, 
t16commune with ber, = acquatne her with his 
| & deſire, to tabe her to Wife, x Sam.2 8.39. 
purport Fr us his Servants, his Miniſters, = 
r Sinners to commune with them, and to de- 


»Clare the love and purpoſcs of his. Heart towards 


them, and to woo them for him ; .and, as Anbeſ- 

dors for. Chriſt, we do woo poor Souls; and as in 
Chriſt's fitad, beſiech them 1o be reconciled to God, to 
give up their Names and Souls to Chriſt ina Mar- 
rjage-Covenant, 2 Cor.5.20, And becauſe we can 


prevail nothing by and of our felves upon thef 


Spirits of Mcnin this great Matter, Chriſt overand 
above, ſends his own btefled Spirit to woo. them, 


and gain upon chem, making them willing in the day] 


of his Powtr, Pſal. 110. 3. And this leads me xc 
the conſideration of thoſe other Ads of. Grace 
in this buſineſs, whereia the Father and Jeſus 


the making up of the Match between Chriſt and 


t's' 
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the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt to poor Sinners. O rhat 
he ſhould woo ſuch poor vile Creatures as we are, 


and make love to us ! Should you ſee a King, a 


great King, wooing a Beggar, coming now himſelf 
in Perſon, and then ſending his Servants to her 
ro ſollicire and 1mportune her love, you would 
look on this to be greax Grace : but O his 1s 
nothing to the Grace of Chriſt, in_ condeſcend- 


ing to woo ſuch as we are, Sinners, lying in our 
4 Blood, ' 
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Which gives an account of thoſe (which 1 
call )- more near Atts of Grace, which 
the Father, and Teſw Chrift by the Spi- 
rit, do put forth in us and upon us, for 


the effeiting of the Eſpouſals between 
F 6 


Chri#t and ws. 


Di Grace has nor yer done its Work 3 10, 
there are other Acts which it does,and muſt 
pur forth, 1f ever the Marriage be made up be- 


tween Chriſt and us; and theſe I call more near, 


becauſe hey are wrought in us and upon us, and 
do more immediately conduce to the tying of the 
Marriage-Knot between Chriſt and the Soul : And 


'@5 In the former, the Father and Jeſus Chrift 


wrought more immediately of and by themſelves; 
lo in rheſe the bleſſed Spirit's influence comes in, 
and his Grace ſhews ir ſelf, they in theſe aRing 
by him ; and the truth is, the Match is all this 
while but half made ; bur now God comes,and oY 
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| 34 ' The beſt Match; Or, 
his Spirit working in and upon the Soul, carries 


on, and compleats it : which he does by rheſe 
five Aﬀts of Grace, | 


I. :The Soul 1s, by the Spirit of God, divorced 
from its old Husband, the Law; and thereby is fir- 
ted and prepared for an eſpouſal ro Chriſt. Na- 
rurally we are all married to ahorher Husband, 
even to the Law ; and we muſt be divorced from 
thar, or we can never be married and eſpouſedro 
Chriſt : So much the Ape clearly holds forth, 

- Rom. 9. 4. Wherefore, my Brethren, ye alſo are becomt 
dead to the Law by the Body of Chriſt; that ye ſhould 
be married to another, even to him who is raifed from 

_the Dead, that we (hould bring forth Fruit unto God 
Pray mark, marrizd to another ; the Law then w 
thetr Husband, to which they were married ; and 

. that they myſt be dead to, and divorced from, il 
ever they would be married to Jeſus Chriſt:Look 
fays he, ( for *cis his own Argument and Allufior 

"in verſ.2,3.) as a Woman can't be the Wife of te 
Husbands at once z but her preſent Husband muſty ' 

+ be dead before ſhe can be married to another : (c 
neither can a Soul be eſpouſed ro rheſe two Hu 

bands at once, the Law and Chrift, but he muſt by 

- dead to, or divorced from the ene, ce're he can be 
married to the other : Obſerve, yt are dead to tt 

Law : What + it to be dead to the Law, or di 
vorced from the Law ? To be dead to the Lay 
is to have no hope, no expeRarion of Life ang]. 
Righreouſneſs by the Law : *.is ro be ſenfible,r 

the Law cannot ſave us ; yer there 1s more | 
than ſo. To be dead to rhe Law, 1s to ſee ol 

. felves dead by the Law ; *ris0 fee our ſelves lol 

and condemned by rhe Law, for fin, as the trant 
greſſion thereof; and thus we muſt all be dead 


the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt, -. "$5" 
the Law, or divorced, from the Law, or we: pat 
not be married to Chriſt. Now this the Spirir af 
| Godeffefts by a Work of rhe Law upon the Con» 
ſcience : He divorces the Soul from the Law by 
the Law, 3.e. by bringing home the Law to the 
Conſcience : This the Apoſtle felt in his own Soul, 
I through the Law, (ſays he) chat is, the Spirit of . 
God bringing home the Law to my Conſcience,avs 
dead to the Law, Gal.2.19. So again, Rom. 7. g. 1 
was alive without the Law once : but when the Com- 
mandment came, fin revived, and: 1 died. 1 was a» J 
live without the Law once, that is, I thought my y 
ſelf ro be alive, I apprehended my ſtare ro bets. * 
good and happy z bur this was without the Law, 
3, t. before the Spirit of God, by the miniſtry of 
the Law, convinced me of my fin and nuſery 
therefore it follows, when the Commandment 
Came, fin revived, and I died; i. 6, when the 
Law came in ic; convincing Power through the 
Spirit upon my Soul, then I ſaw my finful, dead, 
and miſerable ſtate : thus was he hunfelf divor- 
. ced from the Law, that he might be matried to 
Chriſt. The fum is this, the Spirit of God comes 
and ſhews the Soul the ſtrineſs and holineſs, the 
purity and ſpirituality of the Law,and makes him 
ſenſible how large the Duty is that it requires 3 
how impoſſible it is for him to keep it, and how 
many ways he has broken itz he withal ters him' 
ſee the dreadfulneſs of that curſe and condem- 
g nation it haSuſtly laid him under for the breach 
thereof ; and thus he is divorced from it : and 
Y this isallone with the Spirit's convincing us of 
ſm, and our loſt and miſerable condition by rea- 
ſon thereof, which is (you know) his firſt Work 
m order to Faith,and fo ro our eſpouſing ro Chriſt, - __ 1 
Jobs 16.8. Thus by the Spiric of God the Soul ** 
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is ced from rhe Law, he is taken off from 

* all. expetarions of life and happineſs, by that, 
--and is made:to ſce his own finfalneſs, and fo his | 
- infinite need of Chriſt, whereby he is fitred for 


> This nn ect Husband. 

2. © H. The Scul being thus divorced from the Law, 

” and foficted and prepared for Chriſt, rhen the 

> _ of God reveals and offers the Lord Jeſus 
- .Chriſt inthe promiſe of the Gofpel, as a better 


_ to him : Now the Blefſed Spirit comes, 
: and does as Abrahams Servant did, who was ſeny 
= torakea Wife for Tac; he told Rebeca of bis Ma- 
” Pers Greatneſs, of bis Flocks, and: his Hirds, bis Sil- 
* wir andbis Gold, his Men-ſtruants and bis Maid-ſcr- 
* -pants, and withal, that be bad given all to Iſaac, 
+ - /Gen. 24. 35, 35. Sothe Spirit of "Gad now ſers 
- before the Soul the Riches and the Greatneſs,the 
EE Draney and the Excellency of the Lord Jeſiis 
= : he tells him what a full, what a: ſweer, 
- what a rich, what an amiable one he is, and with- 
E. 8], tenders him to his embraces : he reveals and 
-, : offers himto him, as one full of Grace and Truth, 
>  -as one that has all fulneſs dwelling in him, all fuk 
= + nef6of Life and Peace, of Righreouſneſs and Sal- 
: vation, as one every way able to ſave him to the 
+yery utmoſt, which is chat which Chriſt calls hus 
*-comvincing the World of Righteouſneſs, John 16. g.he 
©- - +Beauty, Excellency and Amiablentfs of hig Per- 
-- fon on the one hand; as alſo in the glorious ful- 
. -vebs, largeneſs, and ſufficiency of his Grace and - 
>. Rightcouſnefs on the octher hand ; Thus (1 ay) 
he revcals and offers Chriſt-unto the Soul, and 
= wichal, opens his Glory, atd cauſes irito ſhine 
forth before him ; fo now the Son er 
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. reveals and offers him to him in the tranſcendent } 
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" in Chriſt, charfulnefs, chat beaury, chaeloves we 
 amiableneſs, that ſweerneſs, which he never lam... 
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before z Chriſt is now another thing in the Sou 
eye than ever before he was : Now Bevin 


as thoſe, John 1. 14. Bebold bis Glory, 
of the only begotten Son, full of grace and truth : Vea. 
not only does he thus reveal Chriſt unto the Soul, 


but withal fixes the Souls eye upon him he A 
.makes him ro pore and gaze upon Chriſt, asthe 2 


moſt excelletr and amiable ObjeR,. and as one 
infinicely needful for him; and” this is called # 


ſeeing of the Son, and that in order to believing 3.7 


whoſoruer ſieth the Son, and belieusth on bim, 

have everlaſting life, John. 6. 40. The Bleſſed Spi- 
rit deals by the Soul herein, as God, by the An- 
gel, did with Hagar, Gen.21. 1c; where 'ris ſaid; 
He opened her eyes, and ſhe (aw a Well of Water jor buy 
relief + She was in a very diſtrefled condition, 'as 
you may ſce,wtr.15, 16. full of bitterneſs, ſhe and 
her Child both ina periſhing condirion, being 1n 
the Wilderneſs ; and her Water in the Bortrle bes 
ing ſpent : Now God ſherws her a Well of Warer, 
whence ſhe fetches a full ſupply. So here, the 


poor.ſoul having been under the convincing pow ' 
cr of the Law, fees himſelf in a wofal, mytera- 


ble, diſtrefled condition 3 whereupon he: is 
of birterneſs, crythg our with Hagar, How 
IT ſte the Chizd dit ? How can bear it to periſh e- 


x + ternally ?. Bur new the Spirit of God comes, and 


opens his eyes, and ſhews him Chriſt, and Chriſt 
45 infinicely-furable ro him : Look; fays che Spirir 


ro-the ſoul,beirig now deſolate and undone 3 look, . 
heres 4 Sayiour-for thee, a'Husband for thee{:#- - 
nother and betrer | a Husband than the Law could 
ever have been, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,who 3} 
'Þ infinitely able ro pay all chy Debs, ro ſupply * 
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elf for ever : Look, here he is, here he 


is in the-promiſe, here he 1s in the Covenant,, . 


here he is in the-Tender and Invitation of the 


: Goſpel ; here he 15 at the very door of the heart, 
# - knocking and calling for adnuſſion thereunto,Rev,, 


& 
38 


3-20. Here he is with his Arms wide open to 
xeceive and embrace thee ; and that norwithſtan- 


3 ... dingall thy vileneſs, ſinfulnefs, and unworrhineſs : 


Look therefore to him and be ſaved. 


WL With this Tender and Revelation of Chrift 
unto the. Saul, the Spirit of God comes. and 


works a ſecret love and longing in the Soul after 


Chriſt; he does/not make a naked tender and re- 
velation of Chriſt only to: the Soul; for” thac 
were not enough, but he withal gives him a fe- 
cret. touch, whereby he is made ro breath and 
long after Chriſt, ro move a little Chrift-ward ; 


* . He drogs.a little Myrrb upon the handle of the Lock, 


asir-were, . whereby he is drawn our in holy Long- 


angs and 'Breathings after ſweer 5 aS' YOu 
=) 


know the caſe: fomerimes was with the Spouſt 
Cat. 5. hz. and this the Scriffture calls an hun- 


*”- gringand thirſting after Chriſt, and has a bleſled- 


neſs annext te it, Mat. 5. 6, and frequently elfc- 
where. : Yea, ſuch is that fecrert which in 
And/with thoſe tenders and revelations of Chriſt, 


. the Spirix of God gives. the Sogl;; as thar (dike 


that of-che Loadſtone to. the Needle). which fews 
ita trembling, and will not ſuffer xt to ref; vill 
it ſtands' fully poinced Chriſt-ward ;. yea, nil ic 
finds ir ſelf in the very. boſpm aud: Se 
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"Beloved ; *ris indeed fach as by "degree 4: 
ant 5. 8, and he cries out for Chriſt, as Rachel © 
pmetimes did for children ; Give me children (ſaid © *7 

) or elſe I did : So give me Chriſt, fays the : 
Soul, or elfe I die, I periſh, and that for ever; 
in a word, nothing bur Chriſt will ſatisfie him 3 
ſend him rothe creatures, ſend him to his own 
duties and ſervices, ſend him to his higheſt ac- 
compliſhmenrs and atrainments, and withont - -: 
Chriſt they will not do ; yea all theſe he accounts b- 
but as dung, as dogs-meat, that be may win Chriſt, 
Phil. 3. 8. Indeed, Heaven and Earth, with all 
the fulneſs of both, are nothing to him without 
Chrift,and an union wieh Chriſt : his language now 
s, O Chriſt, Chriſt above ten thouſand Worlds! 
O thar Chriſt were mine ! O that I had unjon 
- I with him! Orhar I were in his 'embraces'! © 
how happy are they that are married to him! 
and how happy ſhould I be, could T call hinr 
mine ! This I fay is his language, -and when ofi6e 
it comes to this, then things work well indeed, 
then che Match is in a good forwardnefs, there 
being bur an hairs breadth, as ir were, berween 
Chriſt and the Soul, Therefore, | 


TV. The Soul being rhus inclined Chriſt-ward,* 
and drawn forth in holy Longings after Union and - 
Communion with him ; the Spirit of God comes 
and enables him to believe, he carties the Soul 
to Chriſt in a way of Believing, whereby he . 
aQually cloſes with him, and is eſpouſed -unt 
him: For, my Beloved, ris Faith which ties 
the Marriage-Knor, atid makes up the Marriage- 
Untonberweer Chriſt and us { Hence Chriſt is - 
(aid to dwelt” in our brants by Faith, Epheſ. 3. 19. 

"We _—_ Chrilt's:. 
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Chriſt's dwelling in our hearts, notes the near 


Union and Communion berween him and us. Andf 


how comes he thus to dwell in our hearts ? why 
by Faith,-by our believing on him : Hence alſo 
Chriſt cells us, That he that eateth his fliſh, and 


drinketh his blood, dwelleth in bim, and he in bin, 


_ 6 $6. Bycating Chriſt's Fleſh, and drinking 
is Blood, 1s meant, our believing on him ; and 
ſo he himſelt expounds it; for he makes eating 
and drinking of roy and believing on him, all 
one through-out that Chapter : Now (ſays he) 
Flt that eatith my fieſh, and arinbeth my blood, dwel 
in we, and 1 in him ; that is, he has the neareſt 
Union and Communion with me. *Tis Faith then 
(you ſee) that unites, and fo eſpouſes us to 
Chriſt : Faich gives Chriſt an inlet into the Sou 
and it gives the Soul an inlet , inco Chriſt, and f6 
they are made one, and niarried togerher. By 
believing, we conſent to take Chriſt, and a&tu- 
ally do take him for our only Head and Husband 
for ever; and {© the Match 1s made up berween 
him and us: We by Faith (fays a Learned Man) 
wrought in us by the boly Spirit, by conſent unto this 
marriage witb Chriſt : Chriſt, as you heard before 
conſents thereunto; as God he conſented hereunte 
from all eternity, and as Man he conſents here- 
unro in-time. For, as Divines obſerve, Chriſt 
hath a donble Will, his Divine and Humane : wi 

the firſt, he conſented ro this Eſpouſal from 

ternity 3 with the ſecond, he conſents hereunts 
in Time, and never changes therein. Now, ai 
Chriſt gives his conſent, ſo we muſt alſo give 
ours, which we do by believing in him 3 by which 
therefore the Match 15 made up between hin 
and us. Now, there 1s a three-fold AR of Fair 

which the Spirit of God works 1n the Soul where 


and 
he 3 


oy 1; Wort es : of 6" ” 
the Souls Efponſal to Chrifh, * 4037 
Eby he more eſpecially cloſes wich Chriſt, -andJ 7 
{Eiſpouſed unto him, made one with him 10 2 4 LY 
YI Marriage-Covenant. | 
0 I. AnARof Choice or Ele&ion. 
d II. An ARof Truſt or Dependance, DR %. 
Af 11. An AR of Reſignation or SubjeRion, *'. 3 
Wi 1. An At of Choice or EleQion: In the AR 38 
dl or Work of Beheving, the Soul is by r:e Spirit 
gf of God made ſolemnly and deliberately to chuſe 
Chriſt as his only Head and Husband, his Lord . 
and Saviour, being thus offered to him in rhe 2 
Goſpel. Choice or Ele&ion, as the School-men +3 
rell us, is an AR®of the Will, whereby 1t pitches oF 
upon ſome one thing, and prefers that before my 
all others in order to ſuch or ſuch an end ; Ac- ; 
cordingly we may conceive of this At of Faith 
we are ſpeaking of-: Ir lies thus ; the Will 1s by 
the Spirit of God ſweetly and powerfully derer- 
mined upon Chriſt, preterring him for an Head 
and Husband,a Lord and Saviour before all others : 
I ſingles him our, as it were,trom all ochers, whe- 
ther perſons or things, in Heaven and Earth, and 
4 embraces him as the beſt Husband, rhe beſt Savi- 
ex our,the beſt Lord : There are others which make 2468 
love to him,” and tender themſelves to his emEra- 
ces, as Sin, Sclf, the Law, the World with irs eti- 
ticements ; but he paſſes by all, yea, rejefsall 
wich loathing and indignation, and pitches upon 
Chriſt as infimeely beſt, ſaying ro him, 1will have 
zone in Heaven but theey and there is no:e 1h0n Earth 
Y tb2t I deſire in compariſon of ther, This the Scripture 
vel calls fometimes 2 laying hold 4pon Chriſt, Prov.z.12, 
Somerimes a 1ectiving or embracing of Chriſt, Joh, 
of +. 12, Tis true, inthe. Work of Faith, Chriſt s- 
and muſt be received into the underſtanding ; bur 
| he is miſt properly ſaid to be reccived ingo our 
1 will 


- 
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= Wl and Aﬀeions : Chriſt in the Gaſpel is 
= vealed and offered ro the Soul with all his Riches 
+. Fulnefs, and Perfe&ions ; he js rendered to him 


"I... 
_ 


4 
G 
as a full. a mighty, and uttermoſt Saviaur, as one : 
--wwho has nor only an infinite fulneſs and ſufficiencyſſ þ 
.1n him to redeem and fave, but alſo an infinite ſu ;, 
WES and amiableneſs in him to indear and def 
+ Jight che Soul ; and accordingly rhe Soul accepyy , 
=. > andembraces him, he cleaves to him, and faſten , 
upon him, reſolving to have none but him alone jy 
his language of him now js, There is none like þ; 
Chriſt, no Head like this Head, no Husband lik]. n, 
= this Husband, no Saviour |tke this Saviour for mf} x; 
4 Soul : This is rhe Head, the Husband, the Saviou py, 
_ that I need, and that indeed my Soul defires. Nd £4 
love like his Love, no beauty like his Beauty, . nd þ,, 
_blogd like his Blcod, no righteouſneſs like hif ge 
Righteouſneſs,no fulreſs like his Fulnefs;He theref] py 
, fore, and he alone ſhall be my-Head, my Hustandll ;, 
my Saviour, and my All for ever. Sweet Jelug tþ, 
_ (ayshe) doſt thou tender thy ſelf for an Hea dy 
and Husband to me,and art thou willing to be enf gp 
braced by me ? Lo, then Ido with my whole Sou a; 
accept of thee, and thar for all rimes, and 1n af jg 
conditions, with all thine Holineſs as well as thy gn 


Love, withall thine Inconveniences as well as thy his 
Priviledges; to ſuffer for thee, as well as to rey inf 
with thee 3 and this the Soul does upon the deeyf an 
eſt counſel, and moſt mature deliberation 3 avy try 
accordingly he abides by his choice tor ever. Þ.up, 
Ii. An AR of Truſt or Dependarce : As 18 tn bor 
Work of Faitl: the Soul is, by the Spirit of Goff her 
. made ro chuſe Chriſt 3 ſo alſo ro! rruſt and of yis 
pend upon him for all Grace, Righteoulnay. p/; 
and Salvation : Now it bottoms upon Chriſt, al. 75 
chors upon Chriſt, reſts and relies uyon Chrilt i c2/ 


k 


the Sous Eſpoufal to. Chriſt. gg 3 
all Life and Peace, for all Grace ov Eanth,,and + 
5 Glory in Heaven: He Ifys che whole weightand . 
ſtrels of his Salvation upon him : He comms all 
J to him, ventures all upan hum, experts all from 
him : This the Scripture calls ſomerimes 4 truſting 
is Chriſt, Eph.1.13. ſomeriunes 4 {eaving #por Chriſt, 
Cant.8.5. ſomerimes 4 hoping in Chriſt, 1 Cor. 15. 
\ 19. Andinthis reſpe& Chriſt js called ow Hope, 
39 1 Tiny. z. 4. our Hope, that is, the Obje@ of our 
Hope and Truafſt,as to Life and Salvation, The Soul _ 
J has no hope in himſelf, ho hope 10 the Creature, 
F no hope 4n the Law or firſt Covenant, no-hope ww 
any thing 1n Heaven or Earth on this fide Chriſt : 
I He looks here and there, to this and char, bur he ' 
can find -nv folid ground of hope, no borrom ro 
F build or reſt upon for Life and Salvation; bur then 
I he turns his eye upon Chriſt, and there he ſees a- - / 
bundant ground of hope 3-he beholds hum upan 
the Croſs, and chere's hope ; he beholds him upon 
uy the Throne, and there's hope ; he looks upen him 
iT dying, and there's hope ; he looks upon him ri- 
My fing, aſcending, ficting at the Father's right hagd 
IF making interceſiion for us, and there's hope 3 He 
y looks upon the infinite virtue of his Blood, the in- 
finixe ethcacy of his Spirir, the infivite fulneſs:of 
Ny bis-Grace, the infinite dimentions of his Love, the - 
19 infinice freeneſs and faithfulneſs of his Promutſe; 7. 
FF and in theſe he ſees infinite ground of hope and 
wy truſt ; and accordingly he rolls and yencures all 
upon him : Here Fle build, (@ayshe) here Ie 
UF bottom, here 1'le reſt, here I'le and depend, 
L here [le live; yea, and if die I mult,here Ie die. 
"FJ His language ro Chrift now, is like char of rhe 
ey. P/almiſt to God in another caſe, Pſal.39.17. Naw, 
: Lord; what wait T1 for 2 my hope*% in thee, This is to 
M «aft Anchor within the Veil, Heb. g..6. Aud indeed, 
; | C 2 'ris 
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>> *Hiswith poor Souls many times, as with Perſons Fr 
V ar Sea; the ſtorm ariſes, the Waves life up them-ſ ,, 


felves, which beating upon them, rhey are ready} y, 
to-fink every moment, and their very Soul is mel-f jj 
red becauſe of heavineſs ; bur anon they ſound ,« 
bottom,caſt Anchor, and are at reſt : So poor Souls] g, 
are under ſtorms of ſin, guilt, and wrath, periſh-ſ &, 
Ing in their own apprehenſion every moment; but] y; 
anon they drop an Anchor of hope upon Chriſt, y, 
and- do reſt upon him : or *tis with them 1n this] jg 
caſe, as 'twas with rhe Dove when ſhe was firſt] y; 
ſent our of the Ark, ſhe found no reſtipg place a-ſ re 
broad for the ſole of her foot 3 bur at length re-J 
rurned to the Ark, and there found reſt,Ger.8:8,9.] of 
So the poor guilty Soul finds no reſt any wheref gy 
buc in Chriſt, His language in this A of Faith is] x | 
ſuch as this, I am a poor, loft, ſinful, diſtreſſed gy 
Creature, and there 15 but one duor I can expeR} (1 
relief from,and that 1s Chriſt, and at this door T'lef xj; 
he and wait 3 I know he is able ro help me, forf gr 
he can ſave ro the utrermoſt : and ſurely he hath 7e 
bowels, great bowels rowards poor ſinners ; he 1 © 
a merciful High-Prieſt, He ſays concerning him w 
as they ſomerimes did concerning the King of If c1 
-rael ; Bihold, we have beard, that the King of Iſrat! 
3s 4 mercijul King, prradventure he will ſaue us : ye 
he has bid me look to him and be ſaved ; and 
invites all them that are weary, and heavy-lade 
to come to him, and promiſes them reſt : Why 
then ſhould I not reſt and rely upon him ? *Ty 
rrue,l am a mighty ſinner,but ke 1s a more mig 
ty Saviour ? Have | ſinned to the utmoſt ? he 
farisfied to the utmoſt 3 Whart ſhall I ſay ? True 
I am Death, but Chriſt is Life z I am Darkneſs,bu 
Chriſt is Light 3 I am Sin, bur Chriſt is Holine(5 hy 
1 am Guile, bur Chriſt is Righteouſneſs 47 a 


- 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chrift, ay 
Emprineſs and Nothingnefs, bur Chriſt is Fulneſs ;- -*-*? 
and Sufficiency; I have broken the Law,bur Chriſt 
If has fulfilled the Law; and.his Life is infinitely a- 
l-I ble to ſwallow up my Dearth ; his Light,my Dark- 
dF neſs ; his Holineſs, my Sin ; his Righteouſneſs, my 
Guilt ; his Fulneſs, my Emprineſs ; on him there- 
h-ſ fore Ile lean, and live, and hape.. *Tis true, I am 
ut utterly unworthy of any Life, any Grace, any Fa- 
ſt] vour ; bur Chriſt does all for ſinners freely, he 
W] loves freely,he pardons freely,he ſaves freely;how - 
ſt] vile cherefore and unworthy ſoever I am,yet I will - 
i reſt and depend upon him : who knows burhe 
ej may caſt an eye of love upon me ? This is that AR 
9 of Faith which is held forth, 12.45.24. Swely,ſhall 
TC} one ſay, in the Lord bave 1 Righteouſne(s and Strength, 

I have neither ſtrength nor righteouſneſs of my 
own, but I have all righteouſneſs and ſtrengrh in 
Chriſt ; all righteouſneſs for Pardon and Juſtifica» 
tion, and all ſtrength for Holineſs and SanRtificati- 
on : this is that the Apoſtle calls a rejoycing in Chriſt 
Teſts, baving no confidence in the fleſh, Phil.3.3. 

To draw towards a concluſion of this Head : 
Which way ſoever the Soul looks on chis fide 
Chriſt,he meets wich nothing bur diſcouragement: 
It he looks to himſelf, there he ſees nothing bur 
ſin and guile,blackne(s and deformity 3 in his heare 
J he ſees a Fountain of fin, an Abyſs of fin, a very 
Hell of fin and wickedneſs ; in his Life he finds ins 
fl numerable evils, fins of a crimſon die and ſcarles 
If tinture ſtaring him fn the face 3 yea, his very 
Duties are not without ſm, even in theſe there is 
Jy abundance of pride, formaliry, unbeliet, andthe . 
uey like : his very righteouſnefſes are as filthy rags, 1a, 

\ 64. 4» If he logks unto the Law, there he reads 
5J his doom and condemmariou in every line theredf4 
a9 there he finds himſelf under the Curſe 35 there he 
$7 I C 3 * ces 
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” tees nothing but ſtar, and blackneſs, and darbueſs; 
and tempeſts, Reb. 12.18. If he looks to Juſtice, 
thar he finds as a flaming Sword keeping him-from 
- the Tree of Life,from all happineſs : Thar appears 

with an angry frowning. countenance, demanding 
farisfa&tion, as bein inlancly wronged : Bur now 
in the midſt of all rheſe diſcouragements,the poor 
Soul at lengrh gees a fight of Chriſt, in whom he 
ſees encouragement after all : He diſcovers land in 
2 ſtorm, as it were, and finds in him a bottom to 
reſt his weary Spirit upon; in him he ſees that 
which can. atone God, farisfy Juſtice, anfſiver all 
the demands of the Law, fully deliver him from 
{mand guilt, and make him both hoy and happy 
for ever ; and accordingly he reſts and rolls him» 
{If upon him, reſolving that 1f he dies, he will 
dic thus leaning upon this Beloved, 

HI. An A& of Reſignation or Subjetion : As in 
the Work of Faith the Soul thus chaſes Chriſt,and 
| depends upon him, ſo alfo he is by the Spirit of 
God made cordially ang unreſervedly ro reſign 


7”... up hindelf unto him, "to be ruled, governed, and 


d of by him in his own way : The Soul 
now purs himfelf out of his own power and poſ- 
feſhon,he paſſes himſelf away from himſelf, and he 
gives up himſelf into the power and-pofleflion of 

efus Chriſt, ro be ruled, governed; and faved by 
um-as he ſees good : which is properly that AR 


-of Faith which we call Refignation, and this rhe 


Scripture often mentions, One ſhall ſay; T am tht 
Lord's, [ſa.g4.5. that is, he ſhall give or reſign up 
himſelf ro the Lord to he for ever his, and at his 
diſpoſe : ſo 2 C#r.8:5. They gave thenſelves wito the 
Lord : and Epbeſ. $ 24: the-Church is faid tobe 
falyef to Chriſt : The caſe ſeems to be this, there 
having many Trearies paſt in order to a'Marelt 


berween 
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RE 
the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt, ay ©® 
berween Chriſt and the Soul ; che Soul at length,” ©. 7 
through the help of the Divine Spirir, is made 
freely ro conſent to rake Chriſt for his only Read 
and Husband,and to be ſubje& to him in all chings, 
to be perfe&ly and erernally at his diſpoſe? His 
language now ro Chriſt, is like that of Abab to Bet 
b14ad, 1 Kings 20.4. Behold, 1 amthine, and all that 
I have is thine : Sweet Lord Jeſus, fays the Soul, I 
have been my own, and have lived too much m 
mine own will, and to mine own ends and mnte-" 
reſts; butnow I defire to be thine, and to live in 
thy will,and to rhine ends ; take polleſſion of me, 
fave me, rule me, lead me, Wiſpoſe of me as thou 
pleaſeſt ; do all thy pleaſure in me, pull down and 
fer up what thou wilt, Ile be, and do, and ſuffes 
what thou wilt have me to be, and do, and ſuffer, 
And chis 1s properly that A& of Faith, whereby 
we cloſe with Chriſt as a Lord and King, and is k 
indeed the evidence of the Truth of the two for- . >; 

mer; for you nuft know, rhar tho Faiths full 
Aſpe& be to Chriſt as a Saviour, yer ir comes to 
eye him as a Lord and Kingalſo. As Faith fully 
borroms upon che ſarisfa&tion of Chriſt, fo it freely 
bows to the Scepter of Chriit ; yea, when Fa NJ 
can't challenge Chriſt as a Saviour,yer it will own © 
Chriſt as a Lord,” You know how Laban ſpake ro - 7 
Abraham's Servant upon the f1ghr of rhe Ear-rings 
and Bracelets which he had given his Siſter Rebre 
| bb, and upon his hearing a relation from her-:-% 
of his Diſcourſe with her, Com: in, thou bleſſed of the "© 
Lord, why ſtandeſt thow without ? I bave room fat * 
ther, Gen. 24. 31., In like manner does the'Sout: = 
ſpeak ro Chriſt, upon the ſight of that worth that - == 
' K in him, and thar need which he has of kama ws 
Come in, thou bleſſed of rhe Lord, come in hot.» 
bleſied'ef the Lord, why ſtandeft rhou withnulh& 
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Thave room for.thee in my Underſtanding,and in 
my Will and Aﬀec&ions ; and I would have thee 
pofleſs all, and command all : Ina word,the Soul 
freely gives up himſelf to Chriſt's Holy and Spirt- 
tual Government, Thou art an Holy Chriſt ( favs 
he) he who 18 to reign, and I refign up my ſelf 
to chee, le have no Lord bur thee; take the whole 
Throne to thy ſelf within me ; I know thy Yoke 
JS an eaſy Yoke,and I deſire to bear 1c ; thy Scep- 
ter 15 a righreous Scepter, and [ deſire ro bow to 
ic ; thy Kingdom 1s a Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, 
Peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and I heartily 
defire ro come uncler the power of it. I would Le 
fanAifed as well as uſtined ; I defire thy Spirit 
to ſubdue my corruptions for me, and to make 
me Holy, as wel! as thy Blood te waſh away m 
guile for me, and ingratiare me with thy ſelf: 
and this 1s whar the Scripture calls, an opening of 
the Gates, and aliſting up of the everlaſting Doors, to 
let Chrift the King of Glory in, Plal.'24. 7, Thus by 
theſe three, which indeed are the great unitin 
As of Faith, the Spirit of God enables the So 
ro cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant and 
Relation, 

5. The Soul being thus enabled to believe, and 
ſo cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant; then, 
as-the Crown and Perfe&ion of all, the bleſſed 


Spirit of God takes up his abode, and dwells for 


ever in that Soul, as the Pledg and everlaſting 
Bond of this Marriage-union and Relacton be- 


xween them, The ſweet Spirit does not only come, 
"a5 a Friend, to treat abour rhe Match, and alſo to 


tie the Marriage-Knot berween Chriſt and us; 


*- bur, moreover, this being done, he remains hjm- - 
E : ftrin che Soul, as a Love-Token from Chriſt to 
A dim, as the Pawa and Pledg of this Etpouſal, and 
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Apoſtle; Ae that 1s joined to the Lord, 1s one Spirit, 


> 


the Souls Eſpouſal th Chriſt. * 49. © 
as the everlaſting Bond and Confirmation of this - © 2 
Marriage-Union and Relation: Hence that of the 


1 Cor.6.17. one Spirit with the Lord he 1s jot 

toz that Spiric which did join him to Chriſt, 
does remain in him and ia Chriſt both : Chriſt. 
leaves his own Spirit in his Spouſes as the Pledg 
and Bond of that Marriage-Lniott that 15 berween 
him and them; ſo that he and they have the. 
ſame Spirir dwelling in them 3 yet with chis dit-. 
ference, he dwells in Chriſt without meaſure, 1n 
us by meaſure z-in Chriſt immediately, by virtue 
of the perſonal Union, in us by his Gifts and Gra- 
ces ; in Chriſt as an Head, inus as Members, and 
he with theſe are the Love-Tokens,the Pawns and 
Pledges of this Marriage-Troth plighted berween 
Chriſt and us and this indeed is that which makes 
this Union ſo ſtrong and inviolable, as thar'it can .. 
never be broken: Yea, not only does.he remain 
in the Soul as the Pledg and Bond of this Union; 
bur alſo tro deck and adorn the Soul with Grace, 
and ro make him ready tor the conſummarion of. . 
the Marriage above : you know, when Abrabam's. 
Servant ſaw that Rebekah conſented to- be Tag's: 
Wike, he then gave her 7ewels of Silver, and Fewels 
of Gold, and rich Raiment, Gen2 4. 53. So the ble; - 
ſed Spirit of God, having gained the Soul's cons - 
{cnt to be eſpouſed rc Chriſt, and the Marriages * 
Knor being tied bcrween them, now he dwells in . 
the Soul to deck and adorn him ; , now -he gives +7 
him Jewels of Gold and Silyer,furniſhes and beauy..- -3 
tifies him with all Divine ayd Heavenly Grac6s z.-"* 
He dwells in him- as. an indeficient Spring. and ;-. - 
Fourgain of all Grace and-gracious Diſpolztiang,/ uit 
till he has lodged him fafe in theArms and-Baſagy ; 
of his ſ\wcet Alnsband above... Thus at.lengrt x 2 
"I oY oulkh.. 
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ufal,or Marriage-relation is made up between 
and the Sout : - And O how d is the 
| Se 1s thus eſpouſed. rohim! 1 muſt fay to 
ſucha Soul, Bleffed be the day that ever thou 
wert'born ; | blefſed the Womb that bear thee, 
_ andblefled the Paps which gave thee ſuck; blefled 
Coſpel which revealed this ſweet Chriſt to thee, 


and blefſed S»irit- thar has ticd this happy Knot 
berween him and thee, 


_ _ F-.- 0 
CHAP. VL. 


Being 4 Call to, and Treaty with Souls, in 
- Order to an Eſponſal between Christ and. 
—_ 


EV Vz and what is the meaning of all chis ? 
Surely tr ſhould have a mighty influence up- 

. 6n the iris of Men, to draw ardallure them to 
Chriſt, ro induce thent at leaſt to look afier an 
najmance with this bleſſed eſpouſal to- him; 
= madeed FE-would rake- oceafion hence to treat 
. .with eternal Souls, 4n-order to a Match between 
hiſt and them 3 And GC that I could do in. eff&- 
Fae y. Look, my Beloved, as David ſent his Ser- 
© ants 2 Abiea! to conimune with her, in order to 

: Irons her to Wife, f Frm2 5.-39, 40: (6 has 
Jeſus ſent-me, -his poor urworthy. Ser- 
Ts yonthiz dhy 26 commune with: y6u-in or- 
W610 the © -you- to himſelf ; 'and-O-that 
weld do- in chis caſe, as ſhe did in that, for 
ned. *Ys- id) i and/arof aud: went po-Davidt, 
or WE Qhthavyou-wgptd all 
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the Sons Eſponſal-to: Chriſt ©  $r 
ariſe, ariſe ont of your tens, arite our of your Utw - G 
belief, ariſe 'onr of your. carnaFſecuriry, at'go'ro** 27 
Chriſt, and become his Spouſe : And nor only 6," 3 
but,as ſhe did make haſt in the buſinefs,cloſe ſpee- 7 
dily with him in a Marriage-covenant,even today: 
O bleſſed Day, might I ſucceed as they did ! ow 
. happy would it be for you ? how comfortable for 
me ? and how. joyful for us all in rhe day of the 
Bridegroom's coming ! Sirs, ler meſfay, O cthiarI 
might ſay of you, as Paul of his Corritoians here, 
. T have eſpouſed you to om Htsband, even to Chriſt < 
# And why ſhould it not be thus ? Why ſhoufdyon _ +: 
not riſe and go with me co ſiveer Jeſus, a % 
eſpouſed unro him ? Can you make light-oF a+ 3 
; thar Love, thar Comfort, thar Sweernefs,, thar* 
Happineſs, that blefſed Union and Communion, . 3 
thac Delighr, Solace and Complzcency of Soul: 
which this Eſpouſal carriesin'it ? Or, is there anF3 
thing.can make up the loſs of theſe ? Can Sinrand/=® 
the Creature afford any thing comparable here? 
unto ? Surely there 1s more ſweetnets, more Ws 
pineſs, in one kiſs of the' month of this blefſed=Z 
Lord, 1n one embrace in his. Boſom; one noments% 
communion.with him; than 1n all the delighrs off 
Sin and the Creature : .If you doubt ir, come ads 
ſce. Experienced Souls will tell you,thar oe def=3 
cent of love from Chriit, one beam of .che. Hght*> 
of his Counrenance, one turn wich him in his Gal 
leries, 15 infiuirely beyond all. carchly delights 
whatſoever. - Again, can you be-content to Yit,e? 
and-periſh. erernally,rather chanlive,and be-made-* 
happy in ſuch a ſweerand defirable way as thisoF 28 
being eſpouſed ro Chriſt is? ' A mere fweer andns 
deſirable way cf being made” happy. chan rhis v4 
an eſpouſal ro Cliriſt; ly getther Men nora ne 
get could cyer have th you; .. -- 
- be ' o4 be 
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+; Souls, be content to dic, ro periſh, to 
3 opti and miſerable for ever, rather than 
be ſaved and made. happy this way? If you ger 
not Union with, and a Narriage-relation to this 
Geet Lord) you muſt die_and periſh for ever 3. 
Know you wt (ſays the Apoſtle) that Peſts Chiiſt 
18 yO", except ye be meprodates: * 2 Cor. 13. 5. If 
Chriſt be not 1n us, we are certainly Reprobates, 
we are rejected of God, and our of his Favour, 
and rhen furcly we muſt periſh. Naturally we are 
all dead, all loft, all condemned ; Judgment is come 
Hoh all Mon to conderination, Rom.g.18, and we 4”? 
: ths Children of Wrath by nature, Epheſ.2.3. And 

A '® EVCr_WeE < be juſtited and ſaved, jt muſt be by a 
4 HEN age-Union and Relacion ro Chriſt. There is 
- -n0-condemnation(fays the Apoſtle) ;or,as the words 
arc, norhing of condemnation to then that ae jn 
| Ba Jeſus, Rom.8. 1. But, a>is there implied, 
{ there 1s rnoching but condemnation to them that 
arc out of Chriſt Jeſus. Orce more ; Can you be 
content to be ſhur out from the Marriage at laft 


tor ever > Think of thar Scripture, and bear the + wh 
dread of it 1f you-can, Mat.25. 10, And they that Yltwe 
"il LIIGAY, went in tothe Marriage, and the door was to ( 


.. ſhut againſt others who rhen would fain en= Farc 
To le ſhur our trom the Marriage-Supper at you 
lat}! o be ſhut our from God, trom Chritt,trom the 
" te Comforter, from all the Saints and Angels, Giy 
from all Happineſs, yea, gnd trom all hopes of JSar 
> happinch for ever : and thus you muſt expe&t ra Fyrc 
2 be ſhut our from the Marriage art laſt, if you come (me 
2 Pot kKO.40 elpoulal to him. here. And can you | _ ſcan 

- hear it, think you ? -Can you be content. co hear 0, 
F > Chriſt ſay unty youar laſt, Depart from me, depart 2 
You would have none of me on Earth, though [ 


i. ipocd —_ with tears 3 aud there- 
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the Soul's Eſpouſed to Chriſt. "5, 
Ire Dow you ſhall have none of -me. 4n Heaven, a F « » 
ou mighr have teen happy ip a unionand coitiss* 73 
union with me, and the arms of my Love were” 2-3 
pen to have received you, but you woulg not, : 
ierefore now depart from me, I bnow- you not + And 
an you bear this ?. Beſides, what 1s it that keeps 
our Soul from a cloſe with Chrift in this Marri- 
ve-Relation? A vain World, a filchy Luſt, a pain-- 
cd periſhing Pleaſure, a ſenſual Appetite : And. 
re cheſe bctrer chan Chriſt ? Are theſe indeed = 
ings to be laid in the Ballance by you againſt 
hriſt, yea, and to weigh down him in your va- 
es? O monſtrous ſtupidity ? In (horr, Sirs, the 
laxrer I am treating with you abour, 1s no tritle,, 
tis of noleſs moment and 1umporcance to you than- 
ternal Life or Death,eternal Salvarion or Damna- 
jon Comes to 3 your eternal All depends upon ir, 
for you muſt live or die, be ſaved or damned erer- 
ally, according as you do,or do not cloſe in with. 
hriſt 1n a Marriage-Union and Relation here : 
Why then ſhould you ſtand off from him ? Yea, 8 
why ſhould nor this be the day of Eſpouſals be-, . 
tween him and you ? Oh, be norſhie, be nor cog," Y 
to Chriſt, buc embrace his Love : ſurely his Arms - ©& 
arc wide open to receive you, his Heart is upon wv wht 8 
you, and his defire is rowards you ; Liſt up therefore © 
the everlafting Doors, and leg this King of Gloryin : 
Give up your Names and Souls unto him for ever. 
Same of you.are young, and have your Aﬀections 
grcen and freſh : O that, you would now go with 
me ta {weet Jeſus, and. become his Spouſe 3 you 
cannot. loye him,nor be married to him roo ſoon ; 
O, let him. have your hearts before this World : 
hach defiled and debauched rhem.  Orhers of | - 
you are older, and have outſtood the Calls and Of- 


ters of Chrilt long-z. yet lo, he once more —_— + 
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himſelf to your: Q pow cloſe with him, and a 
"will be well yer. ue for che beter ſuceecdinge 
_ Treaty; -Ffhall, in-che managing of ic, ſpeak k 
things. x. Ile ſhew you what manner a 
of d the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.is, and how hg » 
15 mo to render him defirable-in that Relay tl 
tion. 2. I'le ſhew you what great things he doe} p 
for all his Spouſes. 3. Ile ſhew you how muchſ & 
his Heart is upon a March with you. And now'a; - 

R 

ſﬀ 


Abraham's Servant, when he was to get a Wife fc 
aac, prayed, ſaying, O Lord God of my Maſter A 
braham, @nd me 2004 ſp1ed this day, Gen. 24. 12 ft 
So would I upon the bended knees of my Soulff e: 
pray, O Lord God, the God and Father of m 
Royal Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, \fend me good ſpeed 
4 this day, that Lmay win, through thy- Grace, 4 
=. . Spouſe for him. 


LOS CHAP. VI 


Which (hews what manner of Husband 
Ap is, ard how qualified for the en- 
dearing of him to Souls,. and rendering 

him af trable in a.Conjugal-Relation. 


VV 1s thy Beloved more than anoth 
loved, that thou doſt fo-charge us ! 
So the- Daughters of Jerfaler ſpake uns: 
Spouſe, Cait. 5.9. In-like manner may ſome lay 
to9-me 3. Who, or what + this: Chriſt, thar y 
dd fo preſsusto an eſpouſat withh him ? What i 
_ therein kim to render hin-defirable ro-us ? Wh 
-- of what lhe 2 Truly I cartel, ner. could 
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had I che tongue of | Men ; and I 
of almoſt afraid-ro ſpeak of him Teſt I-oukd « 
J ken his Glory inftead mom ay ic - Thi FT 
ef} am fure of, He is (as one-ſpeaks of him) Farths | 
$ wonder, and Heayens wander botty; and has all 
that in him, and. that” in infinite eminency -and 
perfetion,; that ſhould render him grateful and: 

f deſirable ro Souls in a Conjugal-Relarion:: Look 
ay therefore npon him, and view-him a little, and 
ſce if there ve airy thing youcandefire in ſuch # 
Relation: thar is wanting infirm Ple lay ths 
more fully before you in theſe: follbwing Partt- 
eulars, 

I. Are you for- Dignity and Greatneſs ? This | 

es far among men, and makes many a; Maech : 

- this, none like Chriſt, none ſo great, fo gle ; 
rious, ſo honourable' as he: pray: view him-# 6 
lite : as to his defcent, Hec amt forth-from-Gad viges as 
Al by erernal Generation, and 15 tke Ecernal- Son of Vos 
the Etcrnal Father, 7ohn 16. 28. View him in 
his Perſon, *and there you will ſee nothing bug 
greatneſs 3 for he 15 no other than God-Mgry/ and 
1M has all rhe excellencics of bath Natures 6 uT 
Perſon : he is Immanuel, God with 1s, GodinGw 
Nature, Mat. 1.23. He is God, Heb. 1.9. The 0? 
"3 God, John! gs. 20. 'The Great God, Titus 2. 13; 
The mighty God, Iſa. 9. 6. God over all, or tht woſ 
hich God, Rem, 9. $. God equal with: the Father, _. 
8 kaving the ſame Divine Eflence,. and Efential 
is 8 PerfeRtiaons in him, chat the Father hath imhim, 
hell Phih 23 6 He is the. brightnoſs of-bis Fathers Glo 
ſay} «6 the ex pr2fs Charatitn of bis: Perſon';, one in whom - 

i the whole” Majeſty, Luſtre, and: Glory- of the 
Father/ ſhines - forch 3- one, on -whom- the Bac. 
x4 ther: kas - engraven- all his crernal Excellenchay/. 
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"The beſt March ; Or, - 
ry do ſhine. foe che Saints and.. Angels ; 
n Chriſt the Falneſs, Luſtre, and Brightneſs of 
Þpears. ' View him in his Office and Relation, 
with the Dignity that even here he is advanced 
unto : He is a-King, a great King, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lards, Rev. 19.6, King of Saints, 
Rev. 15. 3» King of Nations, Jer. 1c. 7. King 
of Glory, Pal. 24. 7. Atis the head of all Prin- 
cipalities and Powers ; and *cis their glory that they 
have ſuch an Head, Col. 2. 10, #? is the Fellow of 
the Lord of "Hoſts, Zech. 13.7. He is the firſt- 
born of God, higher than the Kings of the Earth, Pial. 
89.27. Heis ſet down at God's own right hand in, 
heavenly places,far above all Principalities,and Powers, 
and Might, and Dominion, Eph. 1. 20.. He is made 
higher than the Heavens, Heb. 7. 26. Among all 
Pesſogs, and in all Things, whether in Heaven or 
Earth, he has the perhemir.ence, Col. 1.18. Such 
15: his Greatneſs, that the whole Creation is 
bound to perform Homage and Worſhip to him, 
the Angels themſelves not excepted : Let all the 
Angels of God worſhip him, ſays the Father, Heh, 
I. 6.& Phil, 2. oo. God bath highly exalted bim, 
and givin him a nams about eviry name, tbat at the name 
of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in Hea+ 
win, and things on Earth, and things under the Earth ; 
1. &, Angels as well . as Men muſt perform wor- 
ſhip ro him: And. indeed, a. refuſal ſo to do, 
would turn Angels into Devils : He is to be loved, 
feared, belicved on, obeyed, prayed unto, prailed, 
admired, and delighted/1n;.by all; He 1s., to have 
equal honour from all-with the Father 3 Ait+myſ 
honour. the Son, as they honour the Father, Joh. $23, 
what ſhall I fay 2 . He has the Soyeraign Lordſhip 
and diſpoſal both of grace and;Glory in his hand; 
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the Soul's Efpenſal to Chriſt. 
unto one, Live, and he lives; and to 
Live, and he lives, and the reff of the dead li 
not : He has the Keys of Death and Hell, Rev. 1.18: 
1 | He has the Government of the whole World 1m 
h& hand ; His Kingdom rulcth over all, Palm 103, 
19, He is in full poſſeſſion of a Kingdom over 
the whole Creation, all 7udgment being committed * 
- | to him, John 5. 22. And O how glorious is he in 
y the whole of it ! «© Glorious in his Throne,which *- 
ff © is ar the right hand of God, Ab. 1. 3, Glo- - 

« rious in his Commiſſion, which 1s all power in 
1. | © Heavenand Earth, Mat. 28. 18. . Glorious 1n 
« hjs Sccpter, which is a Sceprer of Righteoutneſs, 
* Pſ:l.45. 6, Glorious in his Attendants, ten 
1, | © chouſand times ten thouſands of his Holy Ones, 
it | <even thouſands of Angels, Dar. 7. 10. Glo- 
« rious in his way of Rule, full of Grace and 
h | © ſweetneſs rowards his People, full of rerror 
* and Majeſty towards his Enemies, his Arrows 
« being ſharp in their hearts, P/al, 45. 5. And 
as he governs all now, fo he will judge all at laſt; 
, and all muſt ſtand or fall, live or die, be ſaved or 
"| damned for ever, according to what Sentence 
he ſhall paſs upon them, Ads 17. 31, Ron. 14-10» 
O how great 15 this Lord ! and how worthy to be 
embraced by us ! O Sirs, will you deny fo great, 
ſo glorious a Perſon, when he makes love to you ? 
Should you ſee ſome great Prince wooing a Beggaruz,. 
1 || !n Rags upon the Dunghil, you would wonder to # 
"_ {ce her ſlight him, and make him waic time afrer 
time upon her : Why, there is an infintcely great- 
er Perſon thai the greateſt of Rings, thar woes 
you, and ſdlficites you for your love : And-will 
| you yer be ſhic of him, ahd make him wait 2? 
Ph will you refuſe him ? Then wonder at your own 
ſordid ingraricude. 
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- <= It, Are you fap;Riches and Treaſures ? This 
Efrays with moſt For rhis,none like Chriſt, he has 
es as well as Greatneſs to recommend him to 
part and Honour are with me, Prov. 8. 18. 
ea, and his Riches are the beſt ſort ; his are Spi- 
rienal Riches, Treaſures in Heaven, Matth. 6. 20, 

{- _ Richesof Lifeand Love, Peace and Pardon,Grace 
£- and Glory, Righteouſneſs and Salvation ; Riches 
of Glory, and Riches in Glory : And O what poor 
things are the Riches of this World to theſe ? His 
are trae Riches, Euke 16. 11, The Tiches of this 
World are bur painted riches, h1: are. ſubſtancial 
Riches, I will cauſe them that lous mt, to inherit 
S febſtance, Prov. 8.21. The Riches of this World 
- « are vain, they arenor, Prov. 23.5. But the Riches 
E of Chriſt have a reality in them ; His are laſt- 
and durable Riches ; Riches and Honour art 
with me, yea, dirable Riches and Righteouſneſs,Prov. 
8.18. Worldly riches are periſhing and uncer- 


_ rngs, I Tin, 6.17, Now we enjoy thers, 
—__*-., burall of a fuddenthey are gone and diſappear 3 
-"*.-24mr Chrift's are eternal Richcs for an erernal Soul. 


© "tas his Richesare thus of the beſt ſorr, ſo he 
F-*”,. has great abundance of them ;z hjs Riches are 
> bonndleſs and.unſearchable : To me (fays Paul )it 
ks given to Preach the unſtafchable Riches of Chriſh, 
OR 3.8, Ft is Fir of all things, Heb. 1. 2. 

All che Treaſures of Heaven and Earth are his; 

He has all ſulneſs dwelling in him, Col, 1. 19. eve 

all rhe fulnefs of the God-head; whole God dwells 
mhim ; he has enough to ſupply all our want 

and to anfwer all our deſires : Do we want Grace 

Ht is full of Grace, John. 1. 14. Do we want Life? 

With bim is the Fountain of Lift, Pial. 36. 9. Do we 

want Redemption, redemption . from Sin, from 
Peath, from Hell, from wrath? With btm is plz 
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the Soul's E ſpouſal ts ©brift. 59 ; 
7. Do we want Peace? 


fe gives Peace 3 My Peace I Wetunto you, 
14-279. Do we want Righreouſheſs ?- He be 
fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, he is become the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, Jer. 23.6. Now will you reje&t this 
rich Lord? You are poor, and miſerable; and 
raked ; and will you nor embrace this Chriſt,cen- 
dering himſelf with all rheſe Riches ro you ? © 
how juſtly then will you periſh for ever! Othat 
there were fome coverous Soul here this day,thar - 
would be taken with the Riches of Chrift. - 

III, Are you for Bounty, for a Noble and gene- 
nerous Spirit ? That's defireable in ſuch a relatron; 


and takes mach wich many ; for this alfo, none | 


hke Chrift : He 15 a bennrifal Lord, of a noble 
and generous Spirit,as well as Rich : Many a Mani 
has riches enough, but has a baſe narrow, coves 
tous Spirit z and fo his Wife has lirtle'of then; 
bur Chrift tas a novie, generous bountiful hearr: 
He 1s not only rich, but he is alſo willing ro lay : 
onr all his Riches and Treaſures upon tns Spouſes } 
All the Treaſures of his Love and Grace, all the 
Treafures of his Righteouſneſs and Conſolarion ; 
He would have them abundantly filled, abundant- 
ly comforted, abundantly enriched for" ever; 
What a generous Spirit towards them does he 
expreſs, Cant. 5, 1. Eat, O Friends; Drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O Beloved : As if he ſhould fay, 
I haye enough, infinitely enough-for you, and I 
would have you to have enough, I-would have you 
to have your Senls fult of all Good : He would 
have them ro have full Graces, full Joys,full Com- 
forts, and full Happinefs for ever. T:£ things 
Teal T ants you, (fays he? that your joy may be full, 
ST. 11, And again, Asb that you may receive, 
that Jour joy may” be full, John 16. 24. He _ 
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them like happineſs with himſelf ; like love-and 
, embraces inthe-Father's Boſom, - Fob. 19, 24-26, 
Like Grace and ,Holinefs, John 19. 22. O what 
a noble, generous, bountiful heart has this ſweet 
Lord towards his Spouſe ! Soul, ſhall ir not draw 
and allure chee ro him? Nothing will fatisfhe him 
leſs than their participating with him in his own 
Blefledneſs : Soul, if thou reje&eſt this bountiful 
Lord, know, that he has Treaſures of Wrath and 
Vengeance alſo, which he wall plentifully pour 
out upon thee for ever. 
IV. Are you for Wiſdomand Knowledg ? Wif- 
_ dom. and Knowledg render a Perſon lovely and 
deſirable ; 'ris indeed one of a perſons higheſt ex- 
cellencies apd perfeRions :. for rhis alſo none like 
Chriſt ;. He is the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of 
Goa, 1 Cor.1.24. The infinite Wiſdom of the E: 
rernal God does ſhine forth in him and through 
him :. Yea, 3s bin are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdon 
and Knowledg,Col.2.3, Which may be underſtood 
Adiively as well as Paſſively, he knowing all, as 
well as having all that is worth knowing in him ; 
He us the only wiſe God, Jude 25, There 15 no true 
Wil but in him, and there is no true Wiſdom 
to be had but by him, and from him ; he is often 
in Scripture called Wiſdom, ro note that infivice 
Wiſdom that is in him : He knows all Perſons and 
all Things ; he knows the Father, and that as he 
is known of him, 7#h.10.15;. He knows the Mind 


*%%.. 


and W1ll of the Farher ; hence ſaid to be in his Bo-i| 


form, which is the place of Sccrets, as well as Love, 
Zobz 1. 18. He knows all his Father s Counſels 
and Decrees, which have bect of old touching 
the Salvation and Damnation ot Man: Hence we 


read of the Lamb's Book of Life, and Names writtnf 


therein, Rev. 13.8, He knows all the Works a 
| . FOO 
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God the Father ; The Father laveth. the Son, and 


ewtth him what ſo ver be doth, John's. 20: He 
nows the Attributes and PerfeAions of God, and 
he only,, Mat.11.27. oh. 4. 56. He knows the 
whole Word of God, being himſelf the Word, 
John 1. 1. *Tis obſerved by one, that the Angels 
themſelves do not know all the Word of God, 
but Chriſt does : And as he thus knows God, and 
the Things of God, f, alſo he knows Man, and 
the Things of Man 3 He: hnows all Men, and what - 
is in them, John 2. 24, 25. He knows the State, the 
$pirirs, the Frames, the Thoughts, the Ends, the 
Counſels, the Ways, the Wants, the Burthens, the 
Temprations of all. Ina word he 1s infinite in 
Wiſdom and Counſel, and he knows perte&ly, as 
how to promore his own Glory, ſo how to de- 
fend, ſave, and comfort his Spouſes, and carry on 
their happineſs in the beſt way : O, who would 
not have ſuch an Husband ! Soul, it rhou rejze& 
him, know, that his Wiſdom will fight againſt 
thee ; and he knows how ro damn and deſtroy for 
ever. 

_ V, Are you for Beauty ? That takes with moſt ; 
fo, this none like Chriſt : For Beauty and Come- 
line{s,he 1nfinitely ſurpalles both Men and Angels. 


We cad of Moſes, that he was exceeding fair; and 


of LE :24d, that he was ruddy, and of a beautiful coun- 
teny%-" 5 and Foſephus reports of the one of them, 
that all that ſaw him, were amazed ar, and ena- 


moured on his beauty, O but what was their 


beauty to Chriſt's ? V/ere their beauty, and (with 
theirs) the beauty of Men and Angels pur roge- 
ther, it would all be nothing ro the Beauty of 
Chriſt : Not (6 much as the light of a Farthing- 


Candle 1s ro the Light of the Sun at noon day ; 
He'1s Beautiful and Glorious, Ia. 4. 2. Was Moſes 
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A Ps 62 <- © Kt x bef F Tait b] Or, 


| _ Shanthe Childrenef Men, Plal.q5. 2. And had yoy 
" aſweye to be 


'O'blach Heaven! but O fair Chri | 
gels but 0 ſurpaſſngly fair Lord Jeſus ! Tn ſhort Þ] if 


' ved, that, are unſpeakably beyond Salvatian jt 
. felf: "He is the brightneſs, the luſtre, the ſhinugy. 
' forth of his Father's Glory, Heb.1.2. O, who wouk 


ir? Ghriſt, is infinicely -more fair 5, Ht is fair 


his Ecauty, you could got bu 
he amazed at ir, and enamoured on it; Was Da 
vid ruddy, and of a beautiful CountenanCe ? See 
whatche Spouſe ſays of Chriſt, Cant. 5. 1o. 

Beloved 3s white and ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten thouſaud ; 
which. notes the perfe&ion of his Beauty 3 and 
therefore ſhe cancludes all with this, (having (pes 
ken.of the Beauty of his ſeveral parts) He #5 al 
Fagether {dvely, ver. 16. or he 1s all lovelineſs : a 


.of his beauty and amiableneſs ; there is nothing 
in him but what is lovely, and there is nothing 
lovely but what is in him ; neither 1s there any 
thing in the whale Creation, that has beauty andy /! 
Amiablenes enough in it, ro be a ſhadow and re- !! 
ſemblance, of. his beauty and amiableneſs. O faif} L 
Sun ((ays Rutherford ) and fair Moon,and fair Stars t 
nd jair Flowers, ana fair Roſes, and fair Lillies ;} © 


4 
& 
a 
" If he ſhould ſay, What do I do? there is no end ; 
d 


.but O ten rhouſand thouſand times fairer Lord Feſus | I 


Alas, I bavi wronged him (fays he) in making theff Þ 


. compariſon this way : O black Sun and Moon-! byt Of © 
\fair Lord Feſus  O black Flowers, and black Li L 


and Roſts / but O fair, fair, even fair Lord Feſus ; bY 


Divipes obſcrve, that there is ſomewhar\n Thrill © 
more amiable than Salvation 3 and indeed there 91 


are thoſe Heart-indearing Beauties, thuſe Soul £1 


raviſhing Excellencies in the Perſon of this. Belc 


not be raviſhed with,and enamoured on his Bea 
ry? A fmall fight 'and report thereof, ſer the 
At; 2 d-155+11 


the Savl"s Efppuſal th Ch. 0g 
Daughters of Jeruſalem a ſeeking after him, Cate "< 
6. 1. And ſhall it have no influence upon you, tae © 
draw and allure you to him ? Does ane ſo fair and 
beauriful make love to ſuch black and deformed 
Creatures as you and T are, and ſhall we refuſe 
him? Shall we reze& thus lovely Lord ? © thar his 
Beauty might enamour us. 

VI. Are you for Love, as well as loyeline ? for 
a ſweer, kind, loving Diſpoſition? This is defira-- 
ble to all; for this alſo none like Chriſt : He is of 
a moſt ſweet, loving, tender, affable Diſpoſition: * 
He indeed 1s Love ir felt, KwndneG 1r ſelf, Ten. | 
derneſs and Compaſſion ir felf: God is Love, 4 
1 John 4. 16. His Love to his Spouſes, has all .-- 
dimenſions, biights, breadths, depths, lengths wn it; 4 
yea, it paſſes Knowledg, Epheſ. 3, 18, 19. which 
ſhews the 1mmentſiry and unmeafurableneſs of his 
Love; asif he ſhould fay of it, "tis -higher -than © 
Heaven, and deeper than the Sea ; 'ts broader 
than the Orb of the Earth, and longer than all 
Time, during throughout Eternity ; yea, and 
pailes Knowledg. There are two things whigh 
exceed our Knowledg ;. our Sins, and Chriſt's 
Loye; che one is almoſt, rhe orher is alrogerher 
s MM boundleſs and botromleſs. Tho a Man has pever 
1z4 ſo many.accomplithments co commend him z yer 
rr if he be of a rough, crabbed, ſour diſpoſtrion, 
riff}. this renders him unacceptable for ſuch a Relati- 
J on :- But eo all 14s orher Perfe&ions, Chr. has 
this added, Thar he is infinitely loving as well as 
loyely, and of a moſt kind, render diſpoſirion to 
| ic} his Spouſes. Hence we read in Scripture af his 
wi _Loye, his Kindneſs, his Meckne(s, his Gentleneb, 
and che like ; all noting the admirable ſweertnels 
24 and amiablenefs of his Diſpoſition :- he _w 
he over his very Enemies, even chem thar fmall - 
t e 
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-- fuſed him, Z6.18. 41, 42. Yea, he hada kind- 
' _ nfs for his Murderers, and prayed for them, and 
that whilſt chey were murdering of him ; yea, and 
his Praycr carried many of them to Heaven, Ly; 
23-34- © whart-love, what kindneſs then muſ} 
he have for his Spouſes ? He that has love for 
Enemies, and ſuch love, what muſt he have for 
' his Friends? "Tis a ſweet gloſs which one of the 
Ancients has upon the place laſt quored ; Fathe, 
forgive them, they know not what they do : ©This 
£ C ſays he) is a Word becoming the erexnal Word, 

+ the Word of the eternal Father ; he prays nc 

* only for his Perſecutors and Reproachers, but 
« even for his Murderers, improving all his inte 
reſt in his Father for them ſaying, in effeR, 

. *<*Farher, I intreat thee, by that fatherly love thou 
haſt for me, and by which we are one, hear me 
© for theſe my Murderers, in forgiving of them 
"< own the love of thy Son, that thou mayeſt par- de 
© don his Enemies, O what kindneſs does thi 
argue ! In a word, his love 1s as an Ocean, which 
has neither brim nor bottom 3 neicher can he but n 
be kind to his. The Law, indeed, of kindneſs (x h 
'ris faid of the good Wife, Prov.31.26.) 4s in hi; 

"lips; yea, and 1n his heart and carriage too, alſ., 

being full of love. © O thar his Love might dravJ,. 
you ! Surely no love like his Love, none © full] 

- none ſo free, none ſo ſiveer, none o fruigful, none. ,1; 
ſo raviſhing, none fo laſting ; his Love, where he 
loves, never fails, nor can 1t ever be broken off. 

- Who ſhall ſeparate #5 (ſays the. Apoſtle) from thi... 

« Love of Chriſs ? Thar 1s, nothing can ſeparate uv mr 

from his Love, Neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels qy,, 
ner Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things prijent 4c: 
nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nov a in- 

thing elje can do it, Rom. 8. 35, 38, 39. | And be 
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the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 5% 
'F think, ſays in holy Man, his unchangeable love harh c 
ly Gid unto me, I defie- thee to break. me, or change 
iy me. OSirs, experienced Souls will cell you, how 
'F fiveer, and good, and rich Chriſt's Love 15. They 
will rell you, one fight, one taſte of ir, makes Hea» 
ry yen in the Soul, that *tis better than Wine, Cant. 1. 2, 
Ty And will you reje& him and his love roo ? Will you 
pour contempt upon ſo much kindneſs? O how 
juſtly chen will you periſh under his Wrath ! He 
has Wrath in him as well as Love ; Wrath for Ene- 7 
mies, as well as love for his Spou'e; ; and his Wrath. 
as hot and terrible, as his Ldve is ſweet and conmt-' ++ 
forrable ; yea, his Love will, 1f refeted by you, - © 
- turn into Wrath ; and no Wrath like that that 1s che 
reſult of abuſed Love : O therefore cloſe wich Chriſt 
this day. 

VII. Are you fora Perſon of Eſteem, one that is 
much valued and beloved? An ingenuous Soul would -. 4 
defire this; and for this none like Chriſt » As there .” 
15 none. ſo kind and loving as he, fo there is nohe fo-- © 
much valued and beloved as he: He 1s beloved +: 
Y by all whoſe Love is worth the having; He is -- 

4 lughly valued and beloved by all rhe Saints, both; 
4 in. Heaven and Earth; the Saints in- Heaven they" . 
$:admire and adore him ; *tis a part of their: happt- 
neſs to- love him and delight 1n him for ever : and 
{the Saints on Earth, they love and value him above 
"1 all others what-ever ; he is the dearly Beloved of 
n their Souls, How often does the Spoule call him her 
Beloved, and her .Well-bcloved':: And once anda- 
Min, fhe declares her (elf fick-of love ro-him ; ſhe-* 3 
Jis enamgared on him ; he7is indeed the. 4:{ire-of-alt 4 
pt '} Nations: Hap, 2. 7. Thar is ro'fay, He whoin«l che. /" 
ſe Faiehful ih all Nations do' love, deſire; aud dc flig 1. 
in: Hence. alſo thar of che Apoitle,'To yos that belitthny # 
(be 36 Precious, 1'Per. 2+ 7, The Saints love and vaugz*y 
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Chrift above all their Natural, or Creaaure-cnjoy- 
ments, aboye Father and Marher, Husband and 
- Wife,” and Children, Houſes and Lauds, and rhe like : 
> So much is jutimated, Hat. 10.37, & 19. 29, they 
-& love and valye him above all cheir ſpirizual Atrain- 
- ments, Accounting them-but Dung jor Chriſt, Phil.3. 8. 
They love and value him above their laves, being 
ready to dig for his, As 21, 13. &ev.12.11, Ohoy 
. dear is Chrift ro Saints ? He ts alſo highly valued and 
 helovedbyallthe holy Angels : He 15 the great Qb- 
= . geR of their Love and Admiraxion : Hence he is ſaid 
>» 20be ſeey of Angels, That is, rq be helayed and de- 
> lighted in by Angels, 1 7im.3.15. The bleſſed Angels 
do ſce that in Chrift, which docs enamonr them an 
him, and fill chem with love to kim, .and delight in 
him ; yea, which does fill them with perperual ad- 
mirings and adorings of kim, Rev.5.12. Yea, which 
is more than all this, he 1s infinitely valued and belo- 
ved by God the Father alſo : Fhe bleed God ſees 
that in Chriſt, that renders him 4nfinitely amuabl 
and deſirable in his eye, and to his Squl 3 both &f Be 
E:: Son, andalſo as Mediator, he 15 even infinitely deaf of 
> - and precious to the Father: Apd as he is the San off lo! 
"God, the Son of the Father, as the Apoſtle's expret 
= Ffony, ſos he the Darling and Delight of che Fa 
- ther's Soul, and was  fromall Erernigy 3. ſo. mud 
he himſelf tells us, Prov. 8. 30. So he is the infuiir 
and erernal Fayourtte of the infinite and -erernal F 
ther ; ſo he 1s one in efſence with the Father, aud ac 
cordingly muſt be infnitely dear to che Fathe 
Hence he is faid to be in the Fathtr's Baſom, and ail 
/Son, was ſo from Etergity, 7ob. 1.18, i Now.che Bi 
;fom is the Seat of Loye 3;and his being ip his 
- ther's Boſom, notes thar ſtrong, ardent, intunatt 
"Love which che Father has for lim; yea, even 
+ Mediator the Father loves hun, Zobn 3-35. Yead 
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the Soul's. E ſpouſal to Chriſt. 65 © 
loves him with a choiee, -a ſignal, and an eminent _ 
Love, with a Love of the higheſt ſtrain, the choiceſt 
excellency, the ſweeteſt influence; a Love thar has 
a ſtamp of ſpecial Glory upon it ; Hence he is calle 5 
the Beloved, Epheſ. 1. 6. He hath made us accepted by - ©: 
the Beloved, that is, in Chriſt, who is moſt to 
God-: Hence God calls him his Beloved Song, This 
wy beloved Sox, in whom I am well pleaſed, Mat. 3. 17, 
Yea, he is called the Son of his Love 3 bt hath tran. 2 
flatid us into the Kingdom of his deay Sox z the Greeks - | 
k, the Son of his Love, C#l.1.13, Yea, the Farher. _ ? 
proclaims him to be the delight of his Soul :- Bebold _ 
(faith he) my Servant whom T bave choſen, mine Eleftjn 2 
whom my Soul delighteth, Ta, 42. x. Whar ſhall I ſay? 2 
God loves himſelf infinitely, and next ro himſelf he » 
loves Chriſt, and delizhrs in him : *ris true, he loves © 
all the Works of his Hangs as ſuch, eſpecially ratio» ' 
nal Creatures : and among them, he has a peculiar 
love for his Saints and the Holy Angels ; bur he loves 
Chriſt unſpeakably more than all: He indeed is firſt 
Beloved,and moſt Beloved, and beſt Beloved by him-_ + 
of all orhers, God, as the School-men obſerve, does =: 
love the very Fleſh or humane Nature of Chriſt, 
more than all the Angels : In-a word, he loves him” 4 
o, as thar he is even raviſhed with him, and he can't * - 3 
bur love all that are in him, or related þy Covenant 
to him 3 and that tho alrogether unlovely in them» © *® 
ſelves. "Now, Sirs, will you not love and embrace *: 
this beloved One, one thar is thus valued and helo- 
ved by-Saunts, by Angels, andby'God the Father ? 
And let: me fay, one that i5-hated and deſpis'd by 
none bur Devils and deviliſh one; Soul, if thou xe«+ 
x& him, whom all che Saints an& Angels love, ad- © 
at mire and adore, then never wo live with” 
n4 them in the fruition of him, bur reckon upon living 
W- wich Devils and damned Spirits im Hell for cyer ; If - 
i D 2 rhou 
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"68 © The beſt <, 'Or, 
Ns rejeRt him whomrhe Father loves and delights} ;; 
”  1n, then cxpe& tobe rejeRed both by him = the | js 
Father for ever 3 bur Soul, rather be prevailed with || þ 
ro love him too. h 
£2. VII. Are you for Immortality, for one that lives | þ 
- © forever? This added to the reſt, is defirable; and || þ, 

for this none like Chriſt : Yea, none but Chriſt, he, | 
' 

W 


and he alone is a never-dying Husband ; the beſt 
, Husband here below is mortal, and may leave you 
ina moment; bur Chriſt is immorral, he is the King 
Jmortal, eternal, 1 Tim. 1.17, 414d he only bath imunor- 
 Ttality,1 Tim.6.16. He, and He only lives for ever- 
® . more : Bebold, I live for evtrmore, % ays he) Rev.r.f jj 
18. Hewill never leave you inthe deſolate ſtate off. 
Widowhood ; yea, not only does he live for ever 
himſelf, bur moreover-he makes all his Spouſes ra 
A  Hve for ever too: So you find, John 11.25, 26. I an y 
"The Reſurreftion and the Life,(ſays he) 3 he that belizveth 
me, tho he were dead, yit ſhall he live; and whoſo-| ,1 
ever liveth, and believeth in me, (hall never die, O what 
an Husband is this ! an Husband that lives for ever a 
Himſelf, and that makes his Spouſes live for ever Sp 
roo; he gives all his Spouſes ſuch a Lite as never 
+ dics, an immortal Life. Ina word, cloſe with him,ſ q, 
-. © andas he will live for ever, as thy Husband, ſo thouſſ 4, 
i". ſhalr live for ever as his Spouſe: O who would nor 
* © accept of ſuch a Perſon? Soul, it thou, xeceiveſt 
him, know, he lives for ever, to love þ $& to com. 
fort thee, to delight thee, -ro-make cheeMppy 1 
-and with himſelf ; but if rhou rejzecelihiny”® 
that he lives for ever to punith thee, toWffiet' 
;.ard vengeance: upon thee, and ro make thee com. 
pleatly miſerable ; but O reje& him nor, Thus have] 
I ſhemn you a little whar an Husband Chriſtiso his: 
Spouſes ; and upon the whole, I would ſzy-to you, s 
1c Spouſe did to the Degas of Jeruſaltm, ga m 
Solo.” 


the. Soul's Efpouſal to Chriſt! 69g" 

6.16. This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, This :\ 
; he thar offers himſelf to your Embraces 3 "ſurely . 
he is no mean, no deſpicable Perſon, but one infinire- X 
ly defirable. Now, what do you fay ? will you have ' 
S | him, or will you not? poſlibly this is the laſt render 
d | he will ever make of himſelf ro you 3-poſſibly the 
* | Match muſt be made now or never ; therefore now 
th doſe with him, accept him upon his own terms, 
u | who furely is worthy of all accepration. 
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C H A P. VIIL 1 
Which ſhews what great Things Chriſt _ " f 
for all his Spouſes. | od 


Rue, may ſome ſay, Chriſt's Perſon is defira-- 
ble 3 bur what will he-do for his Spouſes? W: | 


=" may our Soul expeR from him, in.caſe we ſhould - 714 
0] cloſe up with him ina Marriage-Covenant ? Whar 
ary wilihe do? What will he not do for you ? Surely he - - 
MT] as like himſelf, and does grear things for all his 
T1} Spouſes : And O happy, happy they tharare indeed 
Th eſpouſed unto him ! I ſhall, for the more eff 
My drawing of poop Souls to him, ſhew ' you what he” 7 
does for his Spouſes, in rheſe IE Parciculars: 
\ -F. He pays all their Debts. ;; 
eſt TIF. He ppc all their Wanrs, 
ey TH Be als all their Maladies; 
| rs all cheir Burthens. 
weerens all cheir AﬀiRtions, 

VI. He ſubdues all their Enemies, "al 
- Vil He minds and manages all their Concerns, .* 
1 VIB.,Enjoyncers them in Erernal Life and Glory... 
hs f. He pxys all cheir debes,- fully di(charging their. - 
» BY Souls from all Sir and-Guile,”” No ſoorier 9 1s 2 Wo-- 


_ 


3; 


D 3 


=y 
- --. 4, - 
 —aF_-. #0 >. 
- ge > 


= 


= jo -  Thebeſt Match; Ot, © 
Debr: become his 3 he pays all, at leaſt is lyable fo 
. todb: Inhike manner, no fooner is a Soul eſpouſed 
to Chriſt, bur all his Debts ro Law and Juſtice be- 
come Chriſt's ard he pays all : And O how greati 
 +hingis this ! Frierids, we are all in debr, deeply 
= 4 debt tothe Law atid Juſtice of God : We owt 
each one of us more than our teh thouſihd: Talents 
Met. 18. 24, We lie under whole Moutitains of Sin 
and Guilt : The truth is; out firſt Father lefr us and 
.-all his Poſterity in debr 3 we brought Sin and Guilt 
into the World with us, and the firſt day we were 
1 born, Divine. Juſtice might have arreſted us, and 
»». Jhavetaſtus into the diſmal Priſon of wtret dark- 
neſs. 7 came of thoſe Parents (ſays one of the An- 
= cients) who made me damned before Þ was born : thy 
” fruners begot me a ſinner in their fin. And to the ſame 
+ - purpoſe another of them ſpeaks, No May is free fron 
F< &, (ayshe) in the fight o God ; no, not an Infant of 
” a day od. Andtogive you a greater authority rhay 
theſe, the Holy. Apoſtle aſſerts the ſame thing, Rom. 
Fa 12. . By one Man ſenentered into the World, and death 
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| fu; and death piſſed upon af Men, for that all hav 
”* Puntd. Adam ſinned, and we all finned in him, we 
-- all being in him, as ina Common, Head ; and the 
© © .guilk of the AR of-his ſin, is as truly ours, as if 
we hadeachone of us aged ir in our own Perſons; 
- —- and we allſtand juſtly condtmned for it. Hence alſo 
--.-.. ver, 8, herells us, That by the Offence of eee 
© Came upon all men to condemnation. Belzdes, WE have 
all contradted a vaſt debr upon our ſelves,: ad do lic 
under much aQual guilt, and that of a ſcarlet dye 
-*, and crimſon-tinure, Alas, we have done little but 
© {innedever fince we cate unto the World z and 1n- 
# deed, as longas we are out of Chriſt, either all we 
— dgis fin, or ar leaſt we finin all we, do; we art 
-—— every day running upon new &corcs, adding fin tf 
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ths | WS £ poirſal to Chriſt, 's r : 
fin, #hd gaiſt ro guilt: And © how great then muſt  * 
our Debts to Law and Juſtice needs be ? You look - 
upon thar Man to be deeply im debr indeed, whoſe 4 
Debrs are ſo many and great, as that he can neither 
know, nor contt chem. And thus it 1s with ys, fo 
many and fo pyezr, are our Sits, and conſequently, * 
oar Debts ro Law ahd Juſtice, that we can neither 
know nor count them. David, though an _ w 
a, Cries oat, Who can underſband his errors ? P | 
19.12. Alas, whoof us can count rhe fins of one 
day ? They paſs our knowledge : and which 1s wore s -; 
ſzll, we are utrider a necefſi:y, whilſt in qur Natus® »«: 
ral ſtare, of encreafing our ſin and guilt every day _ 
afid hour. Now how ſhall all tiis- Debt be paid, this 
Sin and Guile be exptared and done away ? Why 
only by Chriſt, cloſe with him in a Marriage-Co- 
venant,and your Souls are diſcharged from all. Ju-_ 
ſtice that ſtands upon SarisfaRion, 1c calls for tl +. 
payment 3 its language is, Pay, or periſh 3 pay, or © 
be damned : and nothing have we of our own to '. 
pay the leaſt of all our debts, nor can we poflihly _ *Z 
right God for the wrong we have done him by the 3 
leaſt Sin 3 and, which adds to our miſery, we are ©: 
every day in danger of Arrcſts, nor know wehow - 
- on huſtice will by the hand of that grim Sergeant 
Death, clap an Arreſt upon us, and cat us-into Pri. 3 
"fan, whence there is no redemption, until we have > 5 
paid the urmoſt farching, which can never be, Mat, 
el $- 26. Now ſinner, wouldſt chou have thy Debts 2 
el paid, thy Sins pardoned, and thy Soul freed from che - 
eff danger of thnoie Arreſts? rhen give up thy ſelf #0 » 
Chritt 1n a Marriage-Covenant : O this 1s the only = 
way co diſcharge all. Chriſt ſays to Juſtice con» © 
ceraing. all his Spouſes, as Paul ſomerunes did t6- 
Fialemes concerning Oneſias ; If be bath wrongd. thie, ' ©; 
0r axvuth thee. any thisg, put that upan my account :..S0. - 
3-7 D 4 fays 
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4 * The beſt Match 3 Or, * 
* ſays Chriſt co God. concerning thee inumediately 
upon thy clofe with him ; Father, if this Soul hath 
wronged thee, and oweth thee any thing, place 
r.0n my account, I have taken all his Debts upon 
me, [le be reſponfible to thee forall : Father, this 
Soul-I bled and dyed for, this Soul I was made fin 
- arda curſe for, whereby thy Juſtice is fully ſarif- 
©, fied; ler him therefore be diſcharged. O Soul,how 
- ſkculd this draw thee to Chriſt ? Canſt thou be con- 
-xcnt to he under ſo great a Debt? And is ita ſmall 
thing to chee ro he in danger of ſo terrible an Ar- 
+ xeſt asthat of Juſtice, which we have ſpoken of, 
. 152 Suppoſe a Man owed ten thouſand pounds, and 
+ Fad nothing therewith to pay, and he ſaw himſelf 
- 1ndangerevery moment of being caſt into Priſon ; 
$ tow fad wouldſt thou look upon his caſe to be ? 
>= .and how gladly, thinkeſt' thou, would he embrace 
- /mcficrfrom any to diſcharge him from all ? Soul, 
= thy caſe 1s ten thouſand times more fad, and how 
© - *gladly ſhouldſt rhou embrace the Lord jeſus who 
*>. ould, and who alone can diſcharge all for thee, 
*. Inſhorr, we read of Spirits already in Priſon, 1 Per, 
3 19. Juſtice has already claprt irs Arreſt upon 
z- thouſands and ren thouſands,and lodg'd them in the 
- Priſon of crernal darkneſs ; and- what canſt thou ex- 
Epc from it, bur to be dealt with inthe like man- 
-- ner ſpecdily, unleſs thou cloſeſt with Chriſt as thy 
>  Righreouſneſs, ro make fſarisfation for thee ? His 
L Righteouſneſs is ſuch as makes a full ſatisfaRion, and 
3s every way anſwerable to the ſtrieſt demands of 
- Law and Juſtice; and by it,he being cloſed withal by 
I #*thee, all thy Debts are paid at once, ; 
=. II. He ſupplics all their wants, and makes bleſſed 
,proviſion for them. _ *Tis the part of an Hugband 10 
_hipply.che wants of his Wife,and .co make provition 
- © jor her: And this Chrift does for all his Spouſes 35 
We 6 fe: - Juppitcs 
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the Sonl”s Eſpoiſal to Chriſt. ©, 135 

ſupplies all their needs according to his Richts in-Glory > 
They have Wants, and he has Fulneſs ; they. have ® 
Needs, and he has Riches; and he brigs his Fulneſs 
'Y ro rheir Wants, 'and freely commynicates of tha; 
BY one to the other : Truly we are full of Wants of all” 
forts, Wants in the Soul, and Wants in the Body 
Wi are poor, and miſerable, and blind, and nabed, REeYs 


"» 


'| 3.17. Yea, our Wants are ſuch, and fo pinching.*3 
"| upon us, that with the Prodigal we are even priſes "2; 
izg with hunger, Luke 15. 17, Even the Saints chems' 

"| ſelves are a poor and needly People, full of Wants, Iſa 3 
| 49: 17. Now how ſhall” theſe Wants be ſupplied? 
f Only by Chriſt, and do bur cloſe with him, andhe**# 
"8 will ſupply all plenrifully : Ler it be buts day of-:; 
| Eſpouſals berween Chriſt and you, and all your 3 

"| Wants are ym for ever, The truth is, Chriſt "3s 
| is all; He is the-grear All, (as one calls him) Heads 3 


by. 
"| ryare all in one Chriſt: He ſupplies the SpiriuaF 37 
9 | Wants of his Spouſes : Do you want Life ? &rtha8 
* | bath the Son, bath- Life, x Joh. 5. 12, , Do. you want” 3 
* | Grace? Cloſe wich Chriſt and he will give you Graces, *% 
abundance of *Grace, * Fohn- 1. 15+ Do. 'youw"wabg ©; 
Peace ? Cloſe wich: Chriſt,and he will give you Peace, + 
Zobn 14. 27. Do you want Strength and Righeeanſ—) 
neſs, Righreouſnels for .Juſtificatioh, and Strengylt®*: 
) | for San&ificatiowand Qbedience ? Cloſe wich Thrift 
14 dhe will ſupply you with abundance of borh,. IIg."",;3 
ef 45-24: Da you want Joy and Conſolation ? Clole +; 
"| wihhriſt, he willin due ſeaſon fill you with Joy 
V1} and. *Gonifolation, -he. will comfort. your . hearts, -- = 
1 Thefſ.2.16,19.: He ſupplies all che ourward Wants --: 
alſo of: his Spouſes, and that ſo as that chey want no- »* 
good thiog,. Pſal: 34.46. . They want no. outwagth* «* 
good thing 3 bur what the want thereof is'berrey fac”; 
them,. than the: enjoyment. of ir would þe :* T s 
p Ds, . 
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ad charhave bur a tiecke of oarward Com- 
"tres 3 10 agrtrvinkre have much in a lircle,nmch 
4 << ye, mach Blefing much of Chfiſt and the Cove- 
& * : Andtherefore x tittle which they bave, is ſaid to 
Pave ha the riches of many wiched, Palm 39. 16. 
es, whereiathey are cur ſhotr in Temporals, 
iſtoften makes it up ro them.in Spirituals : They 
nts World bat rich in Faith, Jam. 2. 5. They 
- Have nor tmuch of the Streams, it may be, La they 
> have rhe, more: of the Fountain 3 more love, and 
S_Anka communion - with Chriſt : kn ward, 
 ———— Heaven. or Earth affords, Ta far as 
- they need ir, they ſhall have it : The Lord will give 
> > Brave unt#'Glory, and no gd0d thing will he withbold from 
© then that walk wprightly, Pſal. 84. 9. O, who would 
| - clofe with this Chriſt ? Soul, why ſtandeſt thou 
=. from him? t there any can ſupply thy Wants 
"*Iur he ? Is there any can give thee Life, atxd Peace, 
. be nd Pardon, and Righreoufneſs, and Salyation, bu 
E 2? Or hadſt thou rarher die in thy Wants, than 
* 2vme ro this Fountain ro be ſupplied ? Hadſt rhou 
--* gerher periſh in thine own Poverty, than come to 
*4 * Hhis Treaſury to be euriched ? 
*<4U0J, He heals all their Wounds.and eures all cheir 
 Maladics. Hei a Phyfſiciantc his Spouſes, anc! fuch. 
® a; x prir as* that tho the 'Wound be nevcr fo 
; and the Diſeaſe mever fo deſperate, yer he 
r fails xo work the Cure for them :: © how 
| Id this allure us ro him? We, my Beloved, have 
73 ax Wounds, as well as our Wants, we are full of 
-  Maladics and Diſcafes of Soul: The math is; From 
the falr of the Foet, to the crown of the dad; thirt is 
S 3» ſaxdnes ous, Ifa. 2.6. The: Sains themelyes 
* ory Wounds, 'yea,. Wounds niany cinzs: thac 
," and{-ars corrupt, (as David ſpeaks) Pſul; 4: 5; 
d, oy ac ape Ls freth» Wounds every 
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day, kinlsbaduir Gina, 1 ES thei 
Peace 3 Wounds 1n their Comfares, and Wouns 
their Confciences 3 Wounds that ſmart for as 
which many times bleed, as if they ſhould ble 
death of them: Well, bur Chriſt heals all & ej 
Wounds ;z and do bur cloſe wich him in a Marciages®! 
Covenant, and he will heal all chine roo, whos 
thou art: He is that good Saxaritar that has © 
and Wine, his Blood and Spirit ro pour 1neo'ghe*. 
' Wounds of his People for the healing df r 
his ftripts we art bealed, 16a. 53. 51+ His Blood au 3 
Spirir are a foveraign Balm, which can heal the”? 
| ſt Wounds, and deadlieſt Diſeaſes : His 5 wil 
{es find ir ſo, He reſtoreth y Soxl, ſays Dewid, | 
23+ 3#His Soul was fubjet tro many Ails and 
mities, bur Chriſt reſtored him under all. 
we (ay, Is there 16 Balm in Gilead ? Is there no < 
canthere * ſurely there ts. Indeed there is nonet <7 
| Chriſt and his Blood that can heal our Wounds, -- 
| Soul, why ſhouldeft thou not cloſe with him, > 
| thou —_ be healed ? Do not thy wounds flink#1 
| and are they not ready torankle and d geen x4 
unleſs Chriſt heals them for thee, muſt 
| ayoidably die of them and perith for ever 2: Tn 
' thou nor ſuffer a curring off, a curring off from: Gody:" 
| a cutting off from Chriſt, a curring off from. wa 
yen and all Happinets for ever ? and wilt thou fi 
fuch 2 cutting off ? Wilt thou be content to diea 
=" rather- than. come to Chriſt 4 
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IV. He bears all their Burdens : we are com 
manded . ro bear one anothers Burdens ; efpetion 4 
Husbands ſhould bear the Burdens of their Y (LES 


And: this Chriſt does, he bears all the E wi 
. by Sirs, we all have our Burdens w 1s 
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a ”  Thebeſt Match:  Opg*- 
without; Burdens in the Fleſh, and Burdens-in che 
dirit:z Burdens that make us groan under 4hem : 
e burdened, wt groan, ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5.4. 
[ders that are too heavy for us to bear; as David com- 
Fplained his. were, Pſzl. 38. 4. Burders ſometimes: 
by t make us a burden to our ſelves, as Job com- 
F of himſelf, Zob 7. 20, Yea, Burdens thar 
| e& our:very lives a- burden to us :. My Soul is: 
x = of my Lije,. ſays Job, Chap. 10: 1. Now, how 
{mg all-cheſe Burdens be bern ? Why, Chriſt will 
; them all, he. bears all the Burdens. of all his. 
b-- Bf z and if we. will cloſe with him in a Mar-- 
»Hage-Covcnarit, there ſhall nor. chat Burdenlie upon 
q ” us, thar' he-willnot bear for us. He bears al his 
Burilens two ways .: 
b- 4.45 In .a;way of Sympathy and Compaſiien : He 
> .with'.all their Tears, and. fighs. with all 
Feheir Groans: If they are troubled, he grieves;z if PJSpe 
©xhcy arc wounded, he bleeds 3 1n all chings he bears Fly 
$5 pocher end of the Burden; In all their afliftions {pro 
afiibted,Ia.63:9. Fe does, oviurebnont, ſuffer. Jvie 
aptcher with us. :.or, (as the Apoſtle renders it) nil} 
Jr x Foucbed with the feeling of our Trfrrmities,Heb.q.15s fo 
agdeeply fenſible'of all our Burdens, all our Sor fo. 
if &s:Such ſomerim?s is the caſe with the Saints, Fbor 
-# atamong Men they have none to. pity them, and Fhay 
> Emparhnze with them under rheir Burdens, as was Fſta 
F Dewd's caſe, Pjal. 69. 20, Bur even then Chriſt bea 
4 hea rsrche orher end of the Burden, he pities rhem, FArc 
dt ym athizes with them, and that according xa Fu 
£ e weighr.of cheif, Burden.': And 'Ohow fweer is ,- Ex 
7: War ? ——_ (.fays.av holy. Man ):haw brazy the frup 
3 16:10"245-Chiiſt bears the othut end of[t- Ind 
Oe $ a: way ot Succour and Corroburatian :: He © £ ks 
| © dvcxwor obly bear wich them,bur alſo ke gives them 
IS Mk tohears. and Rand up under the: Burden: 
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the Soul's Eſponſal to Chrift- © To 
Be puts his everlaſting Arms underneath them, Deut.335 © 
»>7. And with the p:omiſe of this, he incourapes- 
hem to caſt their Burdens upon -him- 3 Caſt thy: 
Burden" upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, ſaccour- 
and ſupport thee, Pſal. 55. 22. He ſtren2rhens and. 
ccours them, and that anſwerable ro the weight of 
eir Burdgn 3 He gives then great ſirengtiy for - 8 
preat Burdens, great ſuccours for great Temptations; = 
nd ſo makes good his Promiſe ro them, not to ſuffer ; 
bm to-be tempted above what they are: enabled to-bearg 
1 Cor. 10. 13. The poor Soul many times cries out, 
0; I ſhall fink under the Burden, ris too heavy for 
ze to bear : Bur, Soul, thoit be too heavy for thee, 
ct *ris not roo heavy tor Chriſt to bear;and hebears => 
with thece,and for thee : yea, he does not only bear 7 
but in due time he bears away all - their Burdens for” 
them : There is not that Burden lies upon any of his 
Spouſes, bur he (o bears it, as atlaſt ro bear-it urrer2 
ly away 'for them, ſo as they ſhall never need-to 
groan under it more. He has already born the hea> © 7 
vieſt Burchen of all tor them, even the guilr and pus 7 
niſhment of their Sins 3 He bar? our Sins in his Bod © # 
won the Tree, 1 Pct.2.24.- And again, "He bare the Sint 7 
of many, Iſa. $3.12. And 'cis welt-for us that he haghK* 2324 
born this Burden; for ocherwiſe it muſt neceſſary +3 
have ſunk- and cruſhr us for ever ; we could never 8 
ſtave ſtood under it :- and as he has. born this, ſohe- *Y 
bears, and in due time will bear away all for themz. 3 
are their Sine, the iniquinics cf their holy Things, a +5 
Burdenro them + Thefe ie.bears away from themy, ©; 6 
Exod,08:38. Are the remainders of originat:Cort = 
ruprion a Burden. corhem.? Theſe make them proah 
indeed ; rheſe in clue time he bears away for them, © 
$43n.3.24,25- Are their Conflidts and Temptation$h + => 
den to'them ? Fheic he heavy upon ſomegin due oe 
hc bears rheſe away alio.z hecyrts theit Gor, 3 
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Te _ - The beſt. Match ; Or. * 
# flias mto Triumphs : © how ſhould this comfort x 
© hearts of Saints ? And,how ſhouldit draw and all, 
Sinners to him ? O, Sirs, will you ſink under ye 
Burdens, rather than have Chriſt ro bear them k 
you ? © be not ſocruel to your own Souls ! 

V. He ſ(iweerens all their Afﬀiitions for them : 
fligions chey may, and ofren do meer withal, 
and grear Afﬀi;tions. Chriſt rells us, "That is th : 
World-we ſhall have Tribalation, John 16.33. But he 
Oveetens all for them; he turns their Wormwog 
Into Wine, and therefore at the fame time, wirh the 
lame breath, he ſays, In me ye ſhall have Peace : | 
If he ſhould fay,I will ſweeren all your Tribulatic 
to you, Chriſt: ſweerens his Peoples Aﬀiitions 

tWO ways : 

- Te. By his Preſence with them, and the comm 
Bicarions of his Love to them under their AﬀMi& 
ans : Chriſt has promiſed to be with his People, and 
to miniſter Comforts ro them in their AfﬀixRions; 
*— - If. 43- 2. When thou paſſeſt throagh the Waters, Tit 
L. _ with thee ; and through the Fixe, it ſhall not burn thuif , 
= thats, I'le be with thee in all the ſharpeſt AﬀiaJ 
--...- BS thou meeteſt withal : They meet with inany Af p! 
6 Fictions, Sicknefs, Poverty, Reproach, Perſecution} a 
= - end the like ; but Chriſt is with chem in all, ang 
= thews them his Love, and this ſweerens all ro then ar 
= The truth is, Chriſt is never more with his Peopk] th 
and he uſually-never communicates more. of hi 
t © - Love and Conſolations to them, than when in Aff 
.. - yon: Thenuſually 'cis, that they have the ſweerei 
”. embraces of his Boſom, then they have the cleared 
fights, the fulleſt raſts, the choiceſt and moſt eminent 
: fealings of his Love to them : Then he leads them it 
. bis Banquting-bouſe, and diſplays the Bauner of bis 
=  overthem: He flays them with Flaggons, and comott 
=. uhm with Apples : His left hand us under their 1th 
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the Soul*s Eſponſal to Chriſt. " 
and bis right hand doth embrace them, Cant. 2. 4, 5, & | * 
Then he miniſters his ſtrongeſt Confolartions tothem, 4 
ting them in all thtir Tribulations, 2 Cor. 1. 4; $6 Y 
The truth is, their. ſharpeſt AﬀhRiovs are bur to pre» 
re them for his (weereſt Conſolations 3 and indevdl 4 
e therefore ofcentimes afflifts riem, that he may 
manifeſt his Love, and miniſter Conſolarions ro --. © 
a them; according to that of Hoſea 2. 14. I will a- * 2 
TS lere ber into the Wildtyneſs, and there will I ſþ:ab ' comps 
al fortably to ber + and indeed, as ſtrong Conſolations 6 
g centimes prepare for great Afﬀicions; ſo'great AF > 
flitions uſually make way for ſtrong Contolations. .** 
« Aﬀfli&ions ( ſays « worthy Divize ) 15 the Air, i. E 
8 <* which Chriſt's Love eſpecially breaths z and Chrift *- ? 
© and the Croſs are ſweer Company. This, vt. 
4 Chriſt's Love and Preſence with his People in their ©; 
ay Afﬀiictions, is what turns their Night-inro Day, their *® 
al Darkneſs into Light, their Pains into Eafe, their Sor- ©: - 
4 rows into Joy, their Loſſes into Gain 3 yea, and - © 
Death ir felf 1nro Life. - Tho T walk through the Valley _. + 
4 of the ſhadow of Death, yet will T fear no til, bicayſy 
tho art with me, Plal.23.4. Jt turns a Priſon into a Y 
pleaſant Pallace ; yea, ir torys a fiery Furnace inte © 
oy a delightful Walk ; as in che cafe of che three Chit. ** 7 
F dren, and this experienced Souls find; O how fiveer© © © 
- Afﬀictions when Chriſt. and his Love-come with © _* 
em ! = 
2. By (anRifying their Aﬀiftions to them, and... 3 
working good to their Souls out of all. San&ified - © 
ul Affictions are ſweer Afﬀiitions ; they meet with - © 
ay AdiQions, bur Chriſt gives them the (weer Fruix, _ 
MJ avd a blefjed fue of them 3. makes them all work ©} 
q togerher tor good rochem, according to. that grear © 
mJ. Oracle, Row. 8. 23. All things ſhall. work together 
_ for good to them that love God. By theſe he proves. 
jab heir Graces, and improves their Experiences 3:he..;* # 
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$O The beſt Match ; Or, 

&. 4 makes them all to'be, as the Gibeonites ſomerimes 
= { were to the Congregation-of God, as ſo many Hew- 
FF Þ ers-of Wood, and Drawers of Water totheir Faith; 
- \ to their Comforts, ro their Holineſs on Earth, and 
= \ Happineſs in Heaven, The Faith of this ſweetned 
\ all Fob's great and heavy Afﬀitions to him : When [ 
an tried (fays he) T ſhall come forth as Gold, Job 23; 

. 40, Hereby he tries their Faith, which-zs better than 
: Gold, 1 Pct. 1. 5. Hereby he refines them, and pur- 
þ-* ges away their Droſs from them ; Behold, T have re- 
=. fined thee, but-not with Silver : I have choſen thee in the 
Furnace of Aﬀiiftion : or, as you may read it,” T have 
*made a choice One of thee in the Furnace of Afﬀi- 
Aion, 1/4.48.10. Hereby he m2bes them partakers of hi 
.. Flint, Heb.12.10, By this h? purgeth away their Ini- 
Equity, 'and tabeth away thtir Sin, Tfa. 25, 9. In ſhort, 
i eby he humbles them, and ſeaks-.inftru&ion to 
them : hereby -he weans. them from the Work, | 
' draws themnearer to himſelf, quickens their hearrs 
in-his good ways, and raifes them up to higher 
Grains of Grace, and pitches.in Holinels, than they 
= ere got up to before:: Yea, hereby he increaſes 
bp: ; their Revenue of: Gloxy, and adds to their. Crown in 
> -Erernity... Our light Aﬀidtions, which. are but for 4 
' moment, ( ſays the Apoſtle ) work out for ws a faſſ.. 
more exceeding an4 tternal weight of Glory, *2 Cor. 4 ff c 

- 17... Thus he' ſanRifies. all; and O how doth this 
ſweeren all ! Here 1s a Croſs, "ris true, may the Soul 
Aay,.. but by this Croſs Chriſt dces crucify.me to Sin 
..and the World, he wears me from the Crearure; ſets t| 
mea longing after -Heaven 3; .and-ſo long, welcome " 
:Crofs, how heavy ſoever. . Here is an Aﬀition, "tis 
-true, and "ris an heavy one-z but by Chriſt proye 
"and brightens: my Graces, - and that ſiyeerens all; < 0 
= :4whatowe 1 (ſays Rutbeford') ro the Bile and Ham 
. 4mger of my ſweet Lord Jeſus ? He hath raughr me 
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tthan ever I learnt in my nfne Years paſt Miniſtry, 
© Lyth:y was wont to ſay, Three things made a good 
(Miniſter z Tempration, AfﬀMi&ion, Supplicariort, 
The ſame alſo conduce much to. the making -of -a 

.good Chriſtian : And indeed, 'ris ſeldom that ever' a 
Soul comes to any eminency 1n Grace, until he has 
been excrcis'd wich ſanRified Aﬀet&ions and Temp- 
tations; And dou'>tlefs rhere 1s many a Soul who 
may and muſt ſay, Thar next to Chriſt, his Aﬀi&t- 
ons have, through his Grace and Bleſhng, been his 
beſt Mercics.O how ſhould this draw S2uls to-Chrah, * 
and allure them into a Marriage-Covenant with 
him ! Poor Soul, it may be that which keeps thee 
from Chriſt, -is the fear of what AﬀMiRtions' thou 
ma;eſt meer with in his ways. Bur know, ( 1. JThow 
may*ſt meer withAffii&ion,firſt or laſt,tho thou never 
cloſeſt with Chriſtzfor wicked Men,and Unbelievers, 

* meet with Troubles and Afﬀiitions, and that even in 
this World oft-times : However, to be ſure arlaſt, 
they will have a full Cup, yea, the very Dregs af 
God's Wrath poured out unto chem ; They will meer 
wich, and fall under forer and more dreadful Afﬀit- 


J 


aad for the ſake of Chriſt : for pray confider,ischere 
any Trouble, any Aﬀiiction chou canſt meet 


to be ſeparared from God for ever, ta have Infinee».. 
neſs and Erernicy combined againſt rhee ?: Is rhere 

any Trouble or Aifiitions like ro rhe Torments of”. 
the Infernal Pir, and being the Ovje& of Infinize 


of all tha: cloſe noc with. Chriſt in Marriage-rela»” 


withal 1a the way of- Chriſt, clofting with himn,.he 
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© more (ſays hs_) by my fix months Impriſonmene, © 


ions, than any thou canſt meer withal in the ways” + 


for Chriſt, like to this, fcr-a Man to die in his Singg** | 
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Wrath for ever ? And yet ch1s wiil be the. lor ar laſt? 


tion. (.2.,) Whatever Afﬀij&tons thou mayelt aneer* >; 


.lweerens. all for thee ; . and .thar ſo as rhar. rhvw-25 
= wouldeſt,. 
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"ouldeſt not have been. wichour them for a World; 

Oſcare tot at the Croſs, but cloſe in with Chriſt. 
- + VL. He ſabdues all their Enemies for them : True 
- the poor Sainrs:and Spouſes of Chriſt are beſer with 
Enemies on all hands ; they have many Enemies, 
and mighty Enemies ; Enemies within, and Enemie 
without, and all in confederacy againſt them to de- 
ftroy them, to deſtroy their Lives, co deſtroy their 
Graces, to deſtroy their Peace and Comforts, to de- 
ſtroy their Souls and Happineſs for ever ; all like f 
'-.. many roaring-Lions-ſeeking to devour them : Well 
— © burChriſt, who is their Captain as well as their 2 
[} 


—— MM... +4. 


+ FHusband, ſubdues and conquers all for them; and c 
” Arſtorlaſt, makes them co ſer their feet upon their} a 
necks, and triumph over them : He makes them Cor h 
querors, yea, more than Conquerors over all, Rom.8.37. v 
He makes them fo to conquer them, as ſooner or la}| pl 
ter to gain by all their Gontli&s and Oppofitions:F y 
Indeed, Chriſt has already conquered all s Peoples} $ 
Enemies for them. The Sairits have five great 
© © "nies, Sin, Self, the World, the De:il, and Death; 
= and Chriſt has long ſmce conquered them all for 
* Jt, and by degrees brings 'em into the joyfal tri 
of that Conqueſt. 
zHe has conquered Sin for them : He by bei} 
bv Sin, hath obrained an erernal Viftory over Sl 
fox all kis People : Sin is the Saints great Enemy; 
. ID which wars againſt their Souls, Rom. 7. 2} 
fs 2.11. And indeed this is that which gives al 
he reſt an advantage againſt them; bur eyen chu 
teſt Enemy Chriſt has conquered for them: 
he is ſaid to bave condemned fin in the fleſh ; Ht 
n, condemned ſin in the fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. 3.e. le 
by made a Sacrifice tor Sin, hath illed ar 
piibducd Sin, paſts Sereence of Dearth and Conden 
nation upon Sin for cyer ; hence allo ow 01a 


the Souls Efſeuſal rv Chrit., 1 


diff is ſaid ro be oracified with him, that the body of fin . 3 


be deftyoyed, Rom.6:6. Hence alſo he is ſaid to 
"ne Y fn, to fake away fn, and the like : And how ? 
thJ as co the Reign and Power, as well as the Guile and 
es, Curſe of it: And this Pail, afted by the Spirit - of 
16y Faith, could triumph in, even whilſt he was th the 
de- conflias with Sin, Rom.9.23, 24,25. Ithant 
a} God through Chriſh,; (fays he) 3 For wht ? Why, for 
ie-F vitory over, and deliverance from that Law of $.n 
fff he was tow conflitting with. k 
LN - 2. He has conquered Self for them: Selfas wel 
ell Y as Sin, 1s our deadly Enemy : This indeed is a near 
id cloſe Enerhy, and moſt difficult ro be flain : This is 
cry att Enemy that we are too too. loth many times 
oF have yed, and yet an Enemy which makes 
$7-y, woful ſpoil upott us anSour | 
ij think of the Speech of an Holy and Learned Dis 


$ -Idol 
© dir, and cafe, how blefſed were I | O bur we have 
i} *nccd, ſays be, to be redeemed from our Selves, re 
fry *cher than-from the Devil and the World!  Atd 
Hy * preſently again be cries out, O wretched Idol my Self! 
| © When ſhall I ſee thee wholly decourted,and Chrift 
=y'* wholly put inthy room? And who thathave auy 
]J acquainrance with themſelyes, do nor find caule'to 


Ws: 
les 
1.< 
by : 


yz} ery out in like manner ? O this Self, this wretched 


4 Self, how great an Enemy is ic ! Wellbur this Chriſt 
ay hath conquered ; and cloſing with him, thou ſhatr 
wy by degrees find it to die and fall under thee. Paa/ 
0} did ſo, 1 am crucified with Chriſt, ſays he, nevertheleſs I 
Hl live; yet not I, Gal.2.20. He had an 1, a Self which 
Mg ruled in hin 3 bur by Chriſt 'cwas crucified and flain 
wy for him, and he was a Conqueror over it. 

T il He has conqueree| the World for them: 


= 
: 4 
Wy 


« \þ& 
FO 


happineſs, I often . 


| vine; <0, ſgs be, if 1 could be Maſter of that © 
my Self,my own, my own will, wit, cre=" 


the World in what Notion you will, and-Tis __» 
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”- th one reſpe& or other an Enemytothe Saints ; the 
> Men of the World, the Things of. the /World, the 
Frowns of the World, the Flarrerres\'of the World, | 
they all, one way or other, fight .againſt them, and 
areEnemies to them. ,'The World, as: well as Sin 
and Self,is a niorral Enemy. to chem: Bur rhis Enemy 
alfo Chriſt has ſubdued and conquered for them; 
and he has told them'ſo much for their comfort, un- 
der the. oppofitions they. meet / with from ir, 7ob, 
I6. 23. Be of good chear, 1 have ovircome the World, 
C(fays he) q.d. the World is your Enemy, bur *risa 
conquered Enemy; 'twill moleſt :an«l oppoſe you, 
bur 1t ſhalt not. be able. co hurt you, for Ihave.cor- 
quered tt for you. And as he has. conquered ir. for 
us, ſo he will enable us, cloſmg with htm by Faith, 
xo.conquer it: ſo [ jos. 4. Thu: « the vittoy 
- which overcomtth the World, even our Faith : The World 
ſhail not always annoy and infeſt rhe Saints. 
-- 4+: He has conquered the Devil, yea, all -che De: 
vikiv Helt for them :. The Devil is the' Enemy /'of 
-- THheSaints, and indeed he is a formidable One ; 'an 
> _ Advcrſary that goes about libe a roaring Lyon, ftebing 
* hom be may devour, 1Per. 5. 8. He isa ſubtil, a pos 
E © Ent, a malicious, a crucl, and an indefatigable Ene- 
>> "my: Bur ſo formidable an Enemy as he is, Chriſt! 
> darhcorquered him for them ; hence he is ſaid to 
ibeve deftroyed-the Devil ; be partoob of fleſh: and blood, 
3bat through Death he mizht aeftroy bim that had the power 
of Death, that is, the Devil, Heb. 2.14. and to havt 
- , *ſpoled Prinwipalities and Powers, and to. bave madt 4 
E "farw of them openly on bis Croſs, triumphing over then, 
-” :Col.2.15. dragging them art his Chariot Wheels; 
As. vas the manner. ſomerimes far Conquerors 'to 
_deal by their vanquiſhadkEncmies : The ſums, rhat 
He-hath made a compleat and glorious. conqueſt 0- 
= FfLall che Deyils in Hell-tor Belicvers.: he. has:co- 
I querec 
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_—_— ke Souls Eſpotſal to. Chriſt. - $ 
them evento triumph: Chriſt has conqueret 


the Devil for his Spouſes; as to his ruling, tergning, 


and commanding Power ; /and he will, and does 
conquer him ar laſt, yea ſpeedily, as to his remps 


ting, vexing, and. ſeducing potver ; The God of Peace 


ſhall tread Satan under your feet ſhortly, Rom. 16.'20s 


Shortly, Soul, the: Devil ſhall vex rhee no more; 
moleſt chee no more, infeſt and annoy thee by his 
temptations no more. 

$5. He has conquered Death for them : Death is 
an Enemy, and 'tis the [aft Enemy that is to be deſtyoy- 
ed; fothe Apoſtle telis us, 1 Cor. 15.26. andin ir 


ſelf confidered, a terrible Enemy *cis the Ken, 
1 


Terrors, Job 18. 14. , Bur this Enemy, hath Chr 
conquered for all his ; he has taken away all irs kil- 


ling Power,. irs Sting and Curſe, in ſo much: chat. 


they may holily triumph over ir, and rejoyce in its 
approach. [The Apoſtle did ſo, 1 Cor. 15.55, 
55, $7. Death (fays he) #. ſwallowed up in vittory; 
0 Death, where is thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy 


LAY 


Viftory 2 The ſting of Death is Sin, the ftreagth of Sin 


is the Law 3 but thanbs beto God, "who giveith' us the 


Victory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt;  O what a Tri- 


umph does he here a& over Death through the cort- 


queſt Chriſt has gocren over it for.him ? Truly; -this 


Enemy 1s' ſo far conquered by him tor them, 'thar 
'us become indeed a friend to chem z and they can, 
when 1n a right ſpirit, embrace it as ſuch, and long 
for.1t as ſuch. Chriſt by Death has 'unſtuug Deach, 


,and 1n a ſort undeathr ir: Thus Chrilt has corquet- 


cd all his. Peoples Enemies, and they 'being*made 
one with him in a Marriage-Covenanr, alt, his©Yi- 
Qtories are theirs, and-his Conqueſts rheirs, alifthe 


ae Conquerors over all ar him 3 and © how ſweer, 


how incouraping is this ! and how ſhould ir win-Souls 
to clote with him ! p2or Soul, thou ſeeftithy" elf 
TT) 's! 
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| 7 NR  efwed them, as. 
be [his' unbeliet did: of Saul, r:8an.29.4, 1 = 
"3 ow dey periſh by the hand of Saul : 1 Alas,” Fama weah 
ES, earure,” and ani unable to. gra guns a 
- "the of all mine Enemies 3 and how 
” Iftapd upagaiuſt chem all ? ſurely I (hall perifh: 
þ Sphem ar well, Soul, bur know for thy. 
"pouragement,' that all chine Enemies are conquer 
y'Chy -endchoaghtaboy are role ſtrong for rhee 
 chey-are nor roo ſlron for Chriſt ro. -grappl 
make rhee a Conquerer oyer. . Whent 
%Servane faw whar 2 grear and armidable 
tfled the City, he cryed out Alas, M; 
oh ſhall we do 2"And what did his Maſter anſwel te 
'F 4 r = þ fajd he) for they that be with us, bf x 
\ be with them, 2 King. 6. 15, 1 
Þ poor Soulmhen how contre what great at 
*...fhem Enemies do compats. thee abour, th 
H br pat to one and another ;' Alas, Sir, wharf 
A + om I wok fy to thee as the Propher 4 
++. Hi z Fear nor, there is more with thee t 
chem 3 ; voor wy 7 


Cyr y: 
and thar in Heaven on mdf h 
1. He minds and mariayes all their Contern 
© Heaven for rhern : Their Alvies tie onich inf 
ven, their Buſineſs there is great 3 and Chriſt 
Husband minds all, and tranfaRs all for them, 'a 


that faichfully : Indeed he went thicher on purp 
tranlaR their Aﬀairs for them : Hence hes @ 
to bave entred not into the boly- Place made with | 
hat into Heaven it ſelf, there to appear in the Prfinn's 
God for them, Heb.g.24. Hence alſo he is ſaid'to 4 
# Advocate with the Father for them, 1 Joh./2. 1s He *. 
bf pleads with the Father for them : Have re rt 
zicion co preſent ro the Father for this or'the oth 

Mercy ? He preſencs/ and prefers ir for them': He 
i akes all rheir Prayers, and ſprinkles them Wir " 
beſ on Blood, perfumes them with rhe” 1 
n own Inceafe, and then renders them to 'the F; 

mth his own hand, Rev. 8. beg. We pray very | 
kenly, burhe mends our Prayers ; yea, | 
when we can't pray, when we -can'r 

ves, heſpeaks4or us, and perfersour Peirics fr 

: Are hr th - 


fnerpoſs or them; — ch. © 

'2. / Inrhe firſt Verſe'we find Joſhizh Banding Þ 
the Angel Lad, and "Satan ft ending” at" 

ht baud. t (oraceule.) bin ;' and; verſa” 2 "Y 

have Chyiſh ly \rebuling Saran for bis Acculli-.. 

ion Tax Lord faid-<orto by 
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_ which rpgen Juſtice on 
| Rome8533,34 Haye they f 
4 do they need a new: Pardon; need to hat 
== er. right and even berween God and them # 
? This alſo Chriſt does for them ; If any Mal ne 
ſs, we ,bave an Advocate with the Father, Chriſt 7eſm 
* Righteous, and be is the Propitiation for our Sing Ws 
I 3:Joh. 2+ 1, 2. + While rhey through weakneſs andſ] - 
0 25 rn are finning on Earrh, he our of his Gragy ti 
S he 4 is pleading. wich the Father-for them af gr 
+ Heayen :./Thus he minds all their Concerns in Het of 
> - ven for them. to | 
NY = A 2. He,minds and manages all their Concerns if] wc 
Farch for them : The Saincs have their Afairs aodBu: 
©Loncerns on\Earth among Men, as well as in Hes the 
= yen with-the: Father.; and Chriſt their Husbandſ Har 
20k E ard tranſact all rhefe likewiſe for chem. In{ We 


he. is ever mindful of chem; and'ar work farſGra 
bs wig. rodothem good, and to promote theith the 
== Jnrereſt-: Hence; ſays he; the Father worbeth bithertato 
EF and 1 work, John 5.17. 1am always act work for Mr 
> Four-good. Are. they wronged and oppreficd byÞ$1 
-Evpcmics?., He all their Wrongs > Hence he _o 
Ml 0-reprove Kings: or their, ſakes, PlaL 10% 1þ 
gellewhere, | ro plead: rheir..Cauſe againſt r 
” Enemies, andthe like. Do they tveranceſſthis 
> and- Salvation out.of Troubles and Diſtrefles ? he 
;Þ 4 Salvation to them, Hay 63.9%: Do: they.r 


X ES Guidance through ifhculrres auf 
- | ons--in; the WilderpeG pf WWWeorld 2? : 
br £uidenthem5:Hedends | plea 6 Ry ance 


nn elfewbese, d: 
carries chem through alb their _ | 
->Difticulizess 'andeventehen he feems 


@ fore UW 2£v6n View! he 1 ts cver- miadfy 


= 
- 


= the Soil ; Efpoul TeC wif. © by, 
if them, and of their Concerns': For be hath grava Mitt 
all apow the palms of bis hands, and their Walls art « J* 
| ally before him ; and tho they often ſay, The Lord hat 9 
e fwſaken me, and my God -bath forgotten me; yethen 
. rer forſakes or forgers them, nor can he z No, « Whe... 
nan may ſooner forget her ſucking Child, and nat have © 
compaſſion upon the Son of ber Womb, than be can- raw; --# 
bw People, Ifa.49. 14,1516. 4 
' 3- He minds and manages all their Concerns for. 
them in their own Souls : The Saints have many and. 
X great Concerns to be minded within chem,Concerns: ” 
þfl of grear moment and importance z and, were they +, 
to be minded and managed only by them(elveshey. 
would make but poor work :- O! but Chriſt | 
x RBusband minds and manages all theſe likewiſe on? <9 
#Ihem; and to be ſure they can't miſcarry — 5 
{Band : He gives them his Spirir to work all rheir;-” 
+ Works in them, and for them : He obſerves whar”” 
x Grace, whar Strength, whar Couriſel, what Comfors, .- 1 
they ſtand in need of, and by his Spirix miniſtersall:. - 
to them : Hence he is ſaid to give them Grace and. - wy 
wh Mercy to help in a time of need, ſeaſonable lies, Hebg, > 
1415. and tobe both, the Author and Fin EY 
, Faith, Heb. 12. 2. He minds and obſeryes * : 
ap "Work goes onin their Souls,and he tak Yo 
the proſpering and perfeAing of it : O how ſhould 
ofthis drawy us to Chriſt, and cncourage. us to aCoepe oh 
the Offers of his. Love ? 
VIIE He mjointers them in ecernal Life and Glo-, 
» Husbands uſe ro make Joiaters to their Wives 3, 
Feeric than vo, ſuch or ſuch Lands and Inherje 
+ So Chriſt {njoinrers. all his Spouſes,in po leſh/ 
a cer Le a Bleſſednefs 5 He makes over 
rtothem ; Glory, a weight _ | 
ad wake and ax efirual we ” la of 1» £ 
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| " MA »/ wich 5; oe, 
Ge anfind and that due away, 1 Pet.t.4. 
Nine an everlaſting Kingdom ; an everlaſting 
dom. prepared for them -beſore the Foimdation of the 
a, Mat. 25. 34. ACrown of Life, Rev. 2. 10. 4 
4 Poms of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim.4.8; A 'Crown of Gloyy, 
"which never fades, never withers, 1 Pet.-g. 4. The 
E: thuth 15, he endows them with all his Riches, Trea- 
--fures, Digniries, with all the Privileges of his Houſe, 
, with all che Purchaſe of his Blood, with all the Bleſ- 
*.fings of his Love, with all the Treaſures of Heaven, 
- -+, withall the Glaries of Erernity : Look, whatever is 
*-- the Promiſe, whatever 1s in'the Covenant, what- 
b-: -=ever is inthe glorious Counſel of Ele&ion : Look, 
eever the Preſence of God, the Face of God,rhe 
oem of God can afford : Look, whatever- the 
rt of God could pive, the wiſdom'of God cons] | 
4 E: | -Erive; the Power of God produce, or the Blood of 
God purchaſe 3 that, all that does Chriſt enjointer 
= His People in. O, Sirs, how ſhould this draw and al- 
2 - Jureus eo Chriſt! Is Heavenand Eternal Life worth 
oa” ? ' Are all the Glories of Ererniry of no va- 
2” ie? O, whoare you, that Chriſt ſhould be willing 
= to inſjare you-into all this? Tn your 'ſelves you; are 
gre lap and boſom of Hell, Heirs-of Wrath 
emnarion, -in "dariger every; moment 
inco the Infernal Pir-: Bur lo }/ Chriſt come 
- ad rakes Love to you: and if you will accept c 
"him, he will entitle you unto Life and Blefſednefs, 
ch things as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heand, wt 
”= it entred into the Heart of Man to conceive Wl T ol 
-/- 2.6; Take him therefore, I beſeeth you, ihto 
| "4 | Ki intimar embraces, Thus you' ſec, © i paſt 
Fatoarthings Cheftdoes for Ny Spouſes? on 
pt of hin; or wi wot 7 Way Ii 
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the SouPs Efyhuſal to Chief. 
Fiilds and Vineyards, and make you Captains of Ts: 
ſends ? 1Sam.2247. So, will Sin, or the Work; "0 
the Law, to which you are natnrally wedded, wo” 
ſuch rs qa Je INE will 2-- wWilket fe 
our De r you, ſu Wanrs for you,” 
Kody your Wounds For you. tp the like ? will hoſe 
ſecure your eternal Intereſt for and make you'* 
happy in the other World, as Chriſt would'? AlasF” 
they can do none of all this : O cloſe, clote rhere-* 73 
fore with Chriſt,” who can and will do all. we 
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CH AP. IX "bs 
Which opens a little the Heart of Chriff;\an 4 
 (hews how much he is ſet upon an Eſpoufſul&t 


with Sinners. 7M 


Qiiely Chriſt is the beſt Husband ; and none ea 
do ſuch great things as he for his Spouſes, wh th: | 
renders an Efponſal to him very defirable': Bugs 
will he take ſuch as we are into fo neat'a RE 
tion with him? Has he any Mind, any Hedtgw le 
Bufinefs ? Any Mind,any Heart ; His Heatr is: (et pals 
nothing more, than an Efpouſal with Siriners 6oitg 
to him, and his Soul longs afrer them : Never did- = 
the moſt paſſionate Lover more long for an Eſoulat 
berweer him and his Beloved, .rhan Chrift does foe - ©; 
an Eſpouſal berween himſelf and Sinners ; Atid.be» 
rauſe Love is the Loadſtone of Love, arid the mipit ©» 
werful  Artraftive in order to the more effectual <0 
,Ura inp and alluring of your Souls ro Chriſt, T zl "7 -f 
2 lictle, in ew hoye apg-r my ſweer Lord's. -* 
, Hearr to'you' in this Buſinek : « And O that the Rs © 

Ports-of his: Loye ro you, atid his willthgneſs xa. 
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—_ _— might draw your Hearts ont 
loverohim, and work you into a willing- 
meſs to be eſpouſed, | 
2... Such -is the Heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſer upon an 
=eſpouſal with Sinners, that he willingly became in- 
To carnate,. bled, anddied in order hereunto: and O, 
; ſhould this draw us to him ? Should you ſee a | 
n do ſome great At of ſelf-denial and abaſemenr, |} © 
Td withal freely venture his Life in order to his ob- | 
| niving fach or {uch an one to his Wife, you would | 
| uly-conclude, that his Heart was much fer upon an | 
” > bouſal with her : Lothen ! Chriſt has greatly de- | 
——ancd and abaſed himſelf, he became incarnate ; and | 
"I dt only freely ventured, but laid down his Life in 

4 der to an eſpouſal berween himſelf and Sinners ; 

foe now much then muſt his Heart be in the Buſt- 


| 
Me $ He became incarnate in order hereunto. Had | 
wor. Chriſt been Incarnate, we could never poſlibly | 
have been &ſÞouſed-unto him, nor have enjoyed con- } 
gal Communion witch him : but that we might be | 
apablc ofand arrive unto ſuch an 0 he who F ©. 
cu in #49 was the Erernal Son, freely became In- } 
| 

| 

| 


ET | humane Nature into ang with his 
=D Perſon : hence "tis. ſaid, the Word was made 


1.14. not that there was a tranſmuration 
into Fleſh ; bur the Word of God, that is, 

prob Son, the Second Perſonin Trinity, aſſumed 
eſh, humane Nature into union with himſelf ; and 
io near 15 that Union into which the kumane-Nature 
| gumed with the Perſon of rhe Son of God, as that 
> tha i Nature hath no ſubſiſtence bur whar it has in/his 


*Þ Div ahax ok and for that end, among others (a5 8 
"720 paired) irs ſo exprelt; the 


at" ates th 4% "+ Eſpouſ TY 
+ Divine mo it bring ſo near, a that | ic barb | 
'' fiſtence of its own, biit 1s, as'it were, wholly meltear 
-the Perſonality of the Son of God, Hence alſo” Wt 
:faid to partabe of Fleſh and Bloody"to be maniſe/tqv 
the Fleſh, and the like : And O, what an AR © Sel 
denial and Abaſemenr was this! and how prear” was: 
Chriſt's condeſcention herein | In Phll. 2. 6. 7. Thi 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of.it as the greateſt abaſement® Q5 
could ſtoop unro ” Who (fays he;ſpeaking of Chil, 
being in the Form of God, thought it no robbery to be & 
with God ; bnt made himſelf of no Reputation, and" 4 
upon. bim the Form of a Servant, and was made ill 
likeneſs of Men, Pray mark, he was inthe For 
God ; thar is, he was truly and really God, a 
Father was 3 and he thought.it no robbery * 
. equal with God ; 3. e. he had all rhoſe Dey 
cellencies and PerteRions in him, which the F 
had in him : and yer (ſays he) he took upan b 
the Form of a Servant, and-was made in the like 
of Men ; -that is, he became 1ncarnate, he bear Y . 
Man, well, and what docs this argue ? Evens 7 
- nite condeſcention 3 therefore he tells us, that hee 
'.1nhe became of no Reputation ; or, as the Gree 
he empried himſelf, ro wit, of his Glory ; hisG 
was veiled and clouded hereby ; the Gla of th 
Godhead was eclipſed : *ris true indeed, his Godin: 
was: not hereby. loſt, or laid afide; no, he was 
much and truly God afrer his Incarnation, As 
before ; He did not ceaſe to be God, 'by b 
Man, Burt (as oneof the Ancients eli 
was made that which be was not, and yetrremained % 
which be was. He was made Man, yet ſoas tha he | 
Til remained to be Gad : bur tho hiSGadhead vas: 
nor loſt, or laid afide hereby, yer hereþy was the n 
Glory of ic veiled and loſt for, a time, and he was” 
conrene. thei fo; ©, how grear a GY ondeſcents-.- 
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wats? 0! for him thar was God, God equal 
«wart + 07G to became Man, to cover himſelf 
Zwwach the coarſe Veil of our Fleſh, and be content for 
ory a-rime to loſe the Glory of his Deity, which 
Mk nity dear to him ; and all this tro make 
4 for an eſpouſal kerween himſelf and poor Sin- 
| rs: What Self-abaſement was this? and how 
Id it encourage Souls to look after an Eſpouſal 
 wohicn ! 
£. (2) Henor only became Incarnate, bur alſo free- 
= -Jy+bled, and died, in order hereunto : Which is a 
| LE diſcovery of* his Heart herein, Bring (ſays 
Apoflle ) found in faſhion as a Man,he humbled bim- 
and bicame obedint unto the Death, even the Death of 
3h Croſs, i 1.e. tothe moſt formidable Death, a Death 
of Pain, a Death of Shame, anaccurſed Death, Phil, 
3 2,8. Hence alſo 'tis ſaid, that be gave himſelf an Offer- 
2 te g a2 a Sacrifice to God for us, Epheſ. 5. 2. Yea, not 
+.did he. bleed, and-tuffer, and die, burhe did all 
fre ly, and with much readineſs, and enlargedneſs of 
: herce he is ſaid xo have 1oyred out his-Sqnf yite 
$a, Ia.$53.-12. He ſeemed 1 in an holy manner pro- 
#: digal of his Life in the caſe 3 he rhoughr- neither | 
B-; -nor Liſe, nor any thing roo- much for them. 
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©, how much-does this argue his Heart to he upon 
the Buſineſs? It ſpake Fecob's Heart ro be much ſer 
Ho. Rachel to have her ro Wife, that he could be 
* content ro undergo ſo much hard Service for her as 
"he did, even ſeven Years Service. Facob (is faid) 
hrs ſerum Tears for Rachel ; yea, and they ſeemed to 
him but a' few days, for the love be had to ber, Gen. 29. 
f- So ſure it argues Chriſt's Heart to be much ſer 
1.2n eſpouſal with Sinners, rhat he-was conrenr, 
Noaly coſerve; but even bleed, and die for them, 
2 nary hereunto. - O Sirs, behold, and wonder, 
Or eomgs from Heaven, quits his Throne, kava 
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'the We; of his Father, nb 
finite delight, lain from Erernity ! Behold and w 
der, the Lord of Life dies, the God of ok ndey. 
made a.Gyrſe, The infinitely beloved: Son tre s 
the Winepreſs of the Father's Wrath, Heaven a Fo 
ſcends igco Hell, Glory veils and eclipſes it ſelf an- 
der ſhame and ignominy, the infinitely holy One 4 
made Sin ; and all this ro redeem, and -redeemung F 
eſpouſe poor Singers to himſelf! and 3s nor his Ha 
upon the Buſines, think you ? And has tie not love... 
for them ?. O, be-not faichleſs, bur believe. 5 
2. Such is the Heart of Chriſt, and:ſo fer upo 10 - -. 
Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he condeſcends ſv "+ 7 
to woo for them, and follicite them for their low 
andacceprance of him. Should you ſee a Man with ©. 
all earneſtneſs and 1mportunity wooing a Virgin, and; 
making Love to, her, following her from day to dd -» 
with renewed Offers and Sollicirations, you vi 4. 
conclude his Heart was much ſer upon an Eſpoulaſ/*3 
with Herz And 154t notthus wich the Lord Jefu! "SY Ss 
wards poor Sinners ? Does he not woo them,” a | 
make Love to them;and thar with all carneſtnefs a 
.prefing Importunity, following them with — 
Offers and Sollicitaczons, from day to day ? Now he- by 
meets them in this Ordinance, and there he woos: -* 
them, and makes Love to them; anon he*h ax 
them tn that Ordinance, and there wooes them, "and © 
makes Love to them : Now he ſends iis Minyſlewg=, 
and by them wooes them, and makes Love to hee 
; ayanke ſends his Spirr, and- by him wooes t 
and makes Love to thei : thus he is every ways: 
upon all occafions, wooing chem. * And in his y 
ing ot rhem, - wh *# 
How earneſUy/ does he call, and invize 'chent to. «> 
hinaſthf 2, "ris nor-a cold offer, or a ſlight motion £ = F 
ly hephe makers them, but ke moycs, and offer 
v E 4 - allss 
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1 invites ; wich al eirncfinedand } importunj- 

7 , ED one that thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, 
woe ye, yea, come, Ia, 55.1. And again, The Spirit 
Fad the Bride ſay, Come. And let him that us athirf ha 
p” bam, Rev. 22.17. - bo 
y Cried does he plead and expoſtulate the ah 
; Buſineſs with them ? Chriſt does nor only call, and fl 
**3mvice ; but he alſo pleads, and expoſtulares with 
* ® Sinners inthe caſe; ad thar in the moſt winning 
#. way, and with the moſt weighty Arguments that 
* ».>Pof: ;bly may be; Ho, every one that thirſteth, come unto 
heWaters. Whey efore do you fend your Mony for that 
þ 2s not Bread * and your Labdur for that-which ſa- 
th not 2? Incline your tar, and come wito me 5 bear, 
pps your Souls ſhall live, and I will make with you as 
everlaſting Covenant, even the ſure Mercies of David, 
"2 F<. 2,3. And again, Turn ye, turn yt; why-will ye did, 
£2220 Hoſt of I/rar! 2 Ezeck. 33. 11. I have no pleaſure 
+ 0 your damnation, but had rather thar you would 

pme unto me, and live. Why will you ce? Is not 
FO ife betrer than Death ? Is not Heaven better than 


4 


I] 2 1s not my Love better than Luſt ? Are not 
h - "the Pleaſures of my- Preſence, and at my right Hand, 
*- which are ſer evermore, better than the pleaſures of Sin, 
2 wry but ſor a ſeaſon, a ſhort ſeaſon ? Why wil 
wie? Is there no Balm in Gilead ? is there no Phyſi- 
there? Am not I able to fave you to the utter- 
?-andare nor my Arms wide open to receive 
*-you ? ? have not I died for that very end, that you 
-mighc live? Look, here's my Blood, here are my 
bel 1 riot behold me in the Garden, and ſee me 
ling there for you : behold me upon the Crofs, 
-and fee me bleeding, yea, bleeding ro death there 
© $0r-you';- and then ſee if you can find in ewes 
EY N G pref me any longer ? In ſhort, would you not 
tall your caſt andall your labour ? Would you 
] cnoy | 
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the SonPs Eſpo, al to if. 
enjoy Good; the beſt Gaod; the moſt farjs\yil 
Good ? Have. you any mind ro-Life, and wayld ye 
have your [Souls ve for ever ? Have you any und | 
t6© my Covenant, and all the Riches and Treatures ar 
that? chen accept of Me and my Love,in whom-you 7% 
ſhall have all. = 
How ſweetly doth he melt, and how tenderly do 


Ltd 
. « 


his Bowels yearn towards. them, and over them? 22 
Ke comes to them; not only wich: Invitations in-his” 3 
Lips, bur alſo with Tears 1n his Eyes, wand re Eg 
Compaſlion in his Heart, A ro .0 
them : Now he weeps, and then he groans 3: now h&* 3 
drops a figh,. and. then a tear ;, and all ro melt chew” 
hard and unbelieying Hearrs, to draw and allure ” 
them ro himſelf, 0 Jeruſalem, Feruſalem,( ſays he) bow \. 
aften would'I have gathered thee ? Mat. 23.37. The Reptti-".2 
tion of the Name, (htws the depth of bis Love and Commit: +> 
ratios towards them. And indeed, methinks I ſee hows 
the tender Heart of. my dear Lord melts, and even. 7 
'bleeds over this unbehlieving City, and in gem allb&7 
unbelieving Sinners. to whom. he offers himlelf, he? 
s melred into Tears towards-chema :- So you -have* 3 
w, Lx4.19.41,42. 10 Matthew hegroans only, burn: 7 
Luke. he both weeps and gtoans. - Lo then !- heres: = 
ſweet Jeſus weeping and groaning :. Here's the. Jo Þ 
of the whole Earth weeping and groaning,. and. that * 
over Zeruſalema bloody City, a Ciry embroiledin the 
Blood of. his. Saints, . and a City thirfty of his. own * 
Blood, a Ciry full of Wickedneſs, full of the; cor: ;cþ 
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tempr of his. Goſpel, his Grace, his Salvation... :;/ 
How freely and openly does he. reveal. agd-« 2 
 kimſel£ rochem2 The Qffer. Chriſt makes, is: yorgar.7 
hmited. Offer, bur.general and extenſive tg all 5, nor- 
'bir an offer made upon hard and ſeyere rerms;; but. 
upon terms of Grace and Love ;;-Look, upto nut; Ade 
(dee I Lots 11.4 522+ Ho, Furry 2; 
* ey ns 5 og 2 
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| gu ' ; The be Match 5 Or, 
ah Mirſterh, come'y: tothe Waters ; and he that hath w 
ly, come-ye, buy, and tat ; you come, buy Wint and 


Foil without Mony, and without Price, Tſa.s $.1. Come 
E” arto-me all ye that are weary. and beauy laden, and I wif 
-— 292e-you reft, Mat. 11.28. Whotoer 5s athirft,let bin come 
= ants me, and. drink , John 9. 37. Bebold, 1 fiand at thy 
oor, and +. If any Max will bear my voict, and opts 
- the dove, Twill come in, Rev.3.20. And again, Whoever 
bil, ef bem come and tabe of the Water of Life freely, Rey, 
"9 p22, 19. - Mark, all, every one, whoeyer will, tho ne- 
x ver £o vile and finful, never fo black and deformed, 
& ho he has been never fo deſperare an Enemy to 
ane and my Glory. Surely, were not his Heart muck 
2-22 the Buſiheſs, he would nor rhus freely, and unli- 
+ '.-mitedly offer himſelf. 
= © flow affectionately does he beſeech and mtrear 
"them ? The tender trembling Child cannot mare ab- 
> fecionately intreat and beſcech his offended Farher 
20 fparehim,and be reconciled unto him,than Chriſt 
© does Witreat and beſcech offending Sinners to be 

E- -eſpouſed tohim, and be made happy by him for 

 evcr.: Now then we are Embaſſidors . for Chrift, ( ſays 
the Apofite-) a7 tho: God did biſecch you by 49_: mt 
pray you in Chriſt's ſitad, be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor, 

4420. Pray mark, here is projing and beſceching 
E* helLordof Glory, as it were, upon his knees to poog 

Sinners, begging them x0 accepe of Him and his 
'Tove : We: pray you bu Ebrift's flead 5 b,e. "tis not 
we, but-Chriſt by us, that prays and beſceches you: 
©, what condeſcention is rus! -. - Once more 3' .; 

- How fiveetly docs he draw and allure them? Draw 
we {fays the Spoulc) aud we will 1 after thee, Cant. 
 * -3, 4-* And mdeecd he docs draw and allure” Souk, 
ZZ andtharwithadmirable fweetnels 3 I drew them with 
--- Cordrof Low, with the Bands of a Man, (fayvhe) 
$11.4 Kew ke (ets his Beauty, Riches, 
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the Soul; Eſpouſal to Chrijh 
Glory before them, theteby to draw-and" all 
chem; anon he drops a lictle Myrrh upon the hand 
of the Lock ; he gives them ſome hitcle- raſte and*2 
feeling of his Grace and Love, thereby to draw and 
allure them : Now he ſweetly infinuates his Love: "3 
to them; he tells chem, how much thus Kearr is © 

upon them, what great things he has dane and fuſ* = 
fered for them; and how that he has no defign up»; 
on them, but to _ _ Happy for ever :- Ano. 
he lets them ſee how infinitely happy a. Marriages »-3 
Union and Communion with him _—_ make then. 
he lets in ſome ſmall glimpſes of Heaven and Glory: 
upon them ; he opens the Treaſures of his Coye- 7 
pave and Kingdom to them : And all this rodraw” 3 
and allure them to himſelf, And overand aboveall + ; 
this, he ever and anon comes, and as it were, rake - 
the Soul afide, and by the ſtill voice of his Spirit, © > 
wakes love to him : Conje, poor Soul, fays he, loolg: 
pan thy bleeding, dying Saviour; come, ſee what... 3 
I haye done, and ſee whar I have prepared forthee.: -*; 
ſe what Treaſures of Life and Love, of Grace and 7 
Gloty rhere are in me: Look, here is my "'» 
taſte and fee if it be not better than Wine ; here is ; 
Beſom,. make thy Bed in ir, and fee if it be nor's .. '% 
warm Boſom. Come, Soul, tho thou haſt no love - © + 
for me, yer I have love for thee, and would fain have -* 73 
thee happy for ever ; Why therefore ſhouldſt tho... 
ſtand at ſuch a diſtance from me 2 Thus he fi TI 
wooes and (ollicires them for their love and _ 
tance of him.. Now, Soul, does he thus woo thee, ,. | 
and . wiſr thou refuſe him ? If fo, know,. thac the.” > 
time of Loye will not always laſt : yea,and therime:_ 
wil come, when tho thou callet, and criift,, yet be wilt” 
at bear : Let me therefore fay to thee, as Pati oo his. _* 
Comiatbians, Racthot not the Grace of God in wain 5 - bi. 
hold, now 4s (bt accepted time, now - is tht Day + 6595 
Jan, , - * 4 3... 7 
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. '%. tt is the Heart of chriſt, and ſo ſer upe a | 
2 ſpouſal wich Sinners,char he not only thus wooes F 
2s +ur alſo wairs:long upon them, often renews 
E- "the offers of his Love to them, and puts up * * 
-» Horrid Aﬀronts and Provocations art their hands, if 
” ar laſt he may prevail with them. —_ a Man | * 
E +! ſhould not only make Love to a Perſon, bur he 
ſhould alſo wair long upon her in the tenders of his 
' Love ;5:and thar rho he meet with many Afroms | 
and Lnkindneſſes from her, this you would fay, 
+ would argue his Heart to be much ſer upon her: 
"And is it not thus with Chriſt towards poor Sinners? 
- © how long does he wait upon them ? how often 
does he renew the Offers of his Love xo them ? And 
whar Affronts, Indignities, and Unkindnefſes does he 
hear withar their hands ? Bebold, 'T ftand at the door 
4 > > and Luck, ſays he, Rev.3.10. Sranding, is a walting 
I Chriſt does not give a call or a knock at 
whe Door of the Sinner's Heart, and away z no, he 
» Nands, knocking, he gives call after call, and knock 
RY = aſter knock, being ever ready to enter, if the Soul 
$$ will. at all open to him. ' So agam, Al! the day long 
- $#ve 1 ſtretched” forth my hands to a diſobedient and gain 
'. ſaying People 3, a People that prouoketh me to anger cov 
analy to my, face, Ha, 65. 2, 3. Rom. 10,21, AP th 
> Cay. long, Chriſt waits day after day, and week af 
ger week, and month afcer month, and year afcer 
ar upon. Sinners; yea, and many Afﬀrants and 
LES does he put up; and paſs by for them: 
Ul tbe dayloug-bawe F ftretched forth my Hauds, oper 
+» edcbe Arms and. Boſom.of my Lave, and that to 
3s gin: -Jaying and- rebellious People, an Oppoſing, Refi 
fng, Refifting People, a People that provobed me to m 
-  Eacs cantinually every day 3. a People that are daily 
vi - (pading me with ther Sins and Provocations ; 4 
| \Feople: that will pos. let.me go.one. day without ab 
fronung | 


D be _ INN. Wks  Fi<ae 
the Souls E ſpouſal to Chriſten 
#fronting me, and that ro my'Face ; 4 People 
F* are every day daring me to damn chews: On 
| patience 1s this-? So, Mit.33-37. 0 Feruſalem, 
...ſalem, how often woeld I aut gathered thee, a | 
wouldeft not ? How often? nor once, or twice, or tet® 
* times, bur very often : 1r nores. that he waited] 
upon them, and ſtrove long with them, andthar a 
ter many and ofren repeated Aﬀronts and Refuſals | 
on their part, he ſtill cendred Himſclf*and his Love 
to them : and thus he deals by Sinners ſhi, he'rene 
ders Himſelf and his Love to them, bur they will 
v2 | have none of him : he renews his Offers, and they 
enf| renew their Refufals : they ſpurn ar his Love, yer 
id 8 he makes Love ſtill ; he tells them what great pre . 
ie |. parations he has made, and how all things arerea- $ 
of dy, and how welcome hey ſhall be rorhe Marrs -* 
ng | - age-Feaſt ; but they: mabe light of all, prefert] 
aj worldly intereſt before him and } it, Matth, 22; þ 
he Y Well, however he leaves them not, bur ſends apa 
& | and calls again, notwithſtanding all. They 
ul | effe& tell him, they defire neither him nar kW 
ne | Grace, tharrhey had rather enjoy their Lufts, than-'* 
in| his Love: they abuſe his Grace! they deſpiſe his 4 
| Corre&ions, they flight his Calls, they refiſt 's. * 
tir} Spiric: O- what Aﬀrontsare theſe! And afterall... 
a this, ir may be, he renews his Suir, laying himſelf" 
er | and his Love at their Feer, if yer he may win raul 
nd to him. O how much muſt his Heart be upon- ati iy 
nF Eſpouſal with them ! 'Soul let it melt thee into Lowe. 79 
I to him. O- who would withſtand ſach a Lord, fuchs 
14} a Lover What? woo, and wait ſo long too, pitt 
fur fuch, and ſa many Afﬀronts, and ſtill make = 
" Was ever Love like this, and Patience like this ® © * 
1 
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4» Such 1s the Heart af Chriſt, and ſo ſer-upon an @ 
Eſpouſal with Sinners 3 as that he has laid = 
under Bouds+to receive them, and- agceptof-rh 
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3 be eſpouſed to him: and 
lus Heazt than this? 

c yy + umſelf under Bonds to 
Io uch a Woman, tho as yerſhe hated 

am. and were —_ averſe from him ; you would 
re}: y conclude, that his Heart was much fer upon 
he laceh wich her : and truly this is no more then 
ſt rhe Lord of Glory hath done : he 15s become 

| ro poor Sinners to himſelf, yea, tho at 

t-rhey hate hign, and arc alcoge r ayerſe 

tim. yer in caſe they ſhall ar laſt be willing rg 

"So& with him, he is become bound to receive them.. 
Je is become bound, both to the Father, and to ., 

- «- nem $1 

EZ? He is bound to the Father to receive Sinners, 
& e(poule them ro himſelf, incaſe they come to; 

$ "han Samuch is held fotth j in John 6. 27. Labog 
* at (for the. Meat that periſh:th, but jor that which endures 
v= to  Evtrig/ting Lit, which the Son of Man ſhall 
1] give 122to you 3 for bim bath God the Father 

"5 5 that 15, God the Father hath ordained and 

A pabinted Chriſt ; he has laid a Law upon him to 
pe Ecerpal Life ; and therefore himſelf xo Sinners 
2-co-him 3 and we may therefore reſt aflured 

the will doit : yea, Chriſt looks upon himſelf as. 

a - Law from the Father ts do it, and there- 
ays, Thy Law Ks within my Heart, Plalm 40. 8. 
aw: What Law? Why, the Law of his Me-. 

arſhip, which commands hun, as to die for Sin- 
Y 5, {0 £0 accept of Sinncrs when they come unto, 
Ly ſurely hethar o freely fulfilled ir in the 

aot be diſqbedicnt ro tt. i3n.the deher, In 

d, in that Covenant (by Divines called. the 
of Redemption) which paſt berwcen the 
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bp "be SF Dorſal th Chr 
4he Father ta recgve all that ſhould come v | 
ind ie wil be failed. | | 
'2.;He i5houtd ro Singers thermſelyes inthe 
He has invlettt gixen chem his Bond ; he has gi 
them his Pragnſe, which is his Bogd, and a _ 
| (be roo, an invincible Obligatian,, and the Soul x 
look em a5 ſuch : bur where is his Promiſe ? 4 y : 
he whole Gaſpel is þur as jt were one gefieral'P 
miſe made by him $a this pur-gſe : bar rake ave h 
allche reſt, Joh. 64 36, Alt that the Father 1 
ſhall come wntome 5, an him thas comatb pnto we, 1 will in 
w wiſe caſs out, i.e. 1 will mcſt aſluredly receive hi we 
and -beſiow my ſclf and erernal Life upon him. Au * 
how often. has he renewed this Bond of his } 20h; 
and that it Ons Valid ro owr Fahy, ag; 
\well as 10 it _ he wo hereutso added his. Je * 
thar ſuch a 4s #enders 15; altogether uy * 
nable 3 for 'ris the Seal of his 6wn ey anqu mY 
. the Goſpel is called the New Teſtamont pa 
that is,  ſcaſd and ratified in his Blogd, 2-20. 
And his Blaud is called the Blaod of the Covnaet ; _ 
. eauſe the Covenant and Promiſes thereaf. are ſegi-® 
£&d_ with that Bluad, Heb. ge latter tad, Yea, NaGE3S- 
yet; if his Promiſe and his Seal be nog enough 3 
ſhalhave more, for ro both theſe he has as F* 
Qarh for their Jiwe _—_— rhe Gaſe'3 Sq 
wry, (fays he ) bs that helieugth ou me, nia 
Lite : E {ball ues come into 60ndeanation ; aud ag 
Keridy; verily, the buy cemetb, and now is, whith I 
' Dead: ſhelf begr the Vojus of #is Sou of God; 4644 ith 
that iz faxll li, Job, ob. +9856, As 11jvg, vas oh” 
form:of God's Darh 18 lh 
there fvears, be bath ne Mlegfurs in the death of bw, 
hit bod rather they wand ws ind line, Exck. 3ÞL and. 
Fatty; diy, 36 Ho wo wt | 
Ecflawans,! agd __ > 
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A; Tt - Foe | 4þ we (as otie % 
Ancients bm. Opp we (6c x 
pear; but 0 DL; ard as; ein te FY 
riag, -. Thus Chriſt hath given us his Bond, his & 4g, 
promiſe, and that ſealed with his Blood, and to wc 
1 added his Oath for the further encouragement Y'# 
£ E our Faith; and what can we defire more ? If 
thave's Man's Promiſe to. you for the rn_ 
of his: or that, you think yow'are well,” you 
z Him to be both able and faichful ; Bur if you 
*have hisScal added ro his Promiſe, 'then you look 
f: 1 pon our ſelves ſecure of the Buſineſvindeed 3 but 
h theſe you have his Oath added, then you 
| kc the Buſineſs > all” doubt, and ed _ 
ueſtion it : why lo ! Chrift has given poo 
neal this to aſſure them thar he will ware ol 
Ob them coming to him 3 and O how firm may I q 
= © Faith ſtand u all this ? and-what _ ' 
"IN kedneks muſt it be ſo much as once to pr 
: i? True, neither his Seal, nor his Oath, kgs any 
to the truth and certainty of the Promiſe in 
- efelf- 3 bur to our ſenſe and apprehenſion ir dees;; 
| inert on of indulgence 20-us and our weak- 
et &. is the one and the other added ; fo the Apoſtle 
| Ft $'us, Heb. 6.17, 18." God willing more abundaxtiy te 
punto the Heirs of Promiſt the tmunutability of bis 
ci confirmed it by an Oath : that by two immutabit 
. wherein it was impoſſible for God to-lye, we might 
pe froxe Colfol ation,-whdbaue-fled for rejuge 20 1 
12 on the Hope ſe brjore: 164 - Mark, 'twas not- 80, 
::m,- or add any thing to the truth and certain- 


_ x s Counſel or Covenart,. thathis Oath was 
«»4 t*ewasro confirm andencourage our Faith. 
26 fre Chriſt is1irder Bonds. ro receive; ard: 
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doc & this drque ks Hearts be in i he” 
*F kt none ever fay, will Chriſt ACEPt an 
coming to him? for indeed bind Himk 
-- The trurh is, were he under no Bonds, we" wewt 
rh pages forh is Eowels would conftraiutfir 
IJ how Bowels, we need not to doubr it, 
Bonds would bind him rotr. Chriſt muſt © 
tis-Word, Promiſe, Seal, Oath and all, if he refu 
#ny Soul rhat indeed comes to him, and- dcfires il 
cloſe in a Marriage-covenant with him: O 
@couragement is this ! 9. 
s.' Suchis the Heart of Chrift, and ſo fer 'y _— 
an Eſpouſal with Sinners, as thar he has given ther 
4 full and unqueſtionable aflurance, char nothing *” 
(what-ever) ſhall ſtand berween him and chem, now's 
Prejudice their acceptance with him, in caſe they'Þ 
milling to be eſpouſed unro him : SHould 2 _ I 
.only make Love ro'a Perfon, wait long upon p- 
the renders rhereof, and the like, bur alſo 
Murance thdr nothing ſhall ſtand berween 1d 
her ro hinder rhe March, in caſe ſhe be k-he 
Meet of him 3 this would argne his Hearr t9 be 
upon her indeed : Now, this alſo Chriſt hath 
done/He hath given Sinners a full and firm ane R 
that nothing ſhall prejudice their acceptance wits 
him, nor hinder rhe Match berween, him and x ci 
Souls, in caſe rhey be willing to It : and is not wi x. 
"nan then much upon the Bufineſs ? This 15 no other 
| what he himfelf declares, 7obz 6.37. | 
certainly he dorh not delude Souls with vary 
Him that cometh uato. ms, ( Gays he ) 4. &: heck 
bdlieveth on me, he that is willing co he T 
T will in yo wiſt caſt out, ; It po wile, or 
upog no Accounts whatſoever : Nothiong't 
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bus acceptance wich me 3. bur [ will receive hi 
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atiwort ir all 4 unkindneſs, all his x 
=bleneſs : Nothwithſtanding all that either 
df. Devils, Law, or Conſcience can charge upon him] 
nh of that Unbelief it ſelf can pretend or allea 
| it will, notwithſtanding 'all, Ile receive 
him into the Boſom of my Love. Chrift's language 
= co poor Sinners, in .this Promiſe of his, and many 
more of like imporr, is ſuch as this : Come, poor 1: 
Souls, be not afraid of me, what-ever your cond i "! 
1 __ be, and how-ever chings ſtand, and are ſtared 
© Wit 1.y0u, yer if you have a mind ro me, and an Þ- ha 
"= - 85" with me, aſſure your ſelves, that nor 
©. ſhall obſtruR your acceptarce wich me, nothing | be 
= Jhurtup my Boſomagaiaſt you ; but I will betroth yu thi 
to my ſelf for ever. O what encouragement is here? the 
Come to Chriſt, and cloſe with Chrift in a Marriage 
& + Covenant; who would not do that, may ſome lay?\® 
£ Bur alas, there are a thouſand things that will hn-Y% 
" der. the Match, and ſtand between him and m6, 
& - Thould Igo to him. Poor Soul ! this is apparently the 
i pleaavi language of Unbelief, and ler ir be filenced 
ever, Chriſt having (as chou ſceſt) fully aſſured 
= usct the contrary. Bur beſtdes, whar 15 1c that thou 
= ions, (or that any Soul can fear) will ſtand be- 
'rween'Ch1ift and thee, to hinder an Eſpouſal with 
Him ? Bring forth thy ſtrong Pleas, and fee if they 
*wall-bear any weight in the SanRuary-ballance. 
7.. Is it outward Meanneſs and Baſeneſs? poflibh 
: thou art low and mean, and baſe in the. World : tha 
b: . arta r forlorn, deſpicable Creature ; and this 
þ+- >> thou thi okeſt will ſtand berween Chriſt and rheejYÞ 
lurcly (fayft chou) Chriſt will never take ſuch a cop i 
. temprivle Worm as. 1 am, jnto ſuch a Relati 
= himfelf : Bur Singer, this ſhall nor hinder 
:.mhe leaſt, for Chriſt 1s no'-reſpeter of Perſons 
-. High and _ Ritb and Foor, Baya and Free, art a 
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"the 6317; Ehrouſal ro Chr 
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in Chrift, and ro Chrift, Gal. 3. 28. YV a. 
not the World tell us, that he chooſes the Poor of 8 
World, Heirs of the Kingdom, and rich in Faith, Jaunga 
2.'4- And again, ye (ce.your calling, Brethren, 
(as the Apoſtle) 'bow. that not many Wiſe Mn after 

fleſb, not many Mighty, not many Noble art alle, 
but God chaſes Fooljh, and Weak, and baſe Ones, "1 Cor. 
4.26, 27,28. As Greatneſs 1s no furtherance, ſo 
Meanzefs and Baſcreſs is no hinderance in this caſe. 
Men indeed mind Honour and Greatneſs, they wilt 
have ſuch as ate ſurable ro” cherhſelves :- But *ris 
therwiſe with Ch11Z : Poor Singer, tho thou hee 
reyer fo 1>w, and mean, and baſe 1 the World : 
tho thou ſhouldſt be clcarhed with Raggs 3 yer. if 
thou haſt a mind ro Chriſt, he will accept chee, and | 
marry thee to himſelf; yea, and rhy Soul will be +2 
a dear to him, and as precious 1n his: ſight, as the 
Soul of che greateſt Prince .or Monarch w.the 
World. 15 

2. Isit inward Blackneſs and Deformity ? Per- 
kavs, Sinner, if thou art pot outwardly Mean and 
Baſe,z er thou (eeſt they ic1f inwardly Black and De- 
brmed ; thou lieſt in thy Blood and Gore, wallow- 
=g in thy Sin and Filth; neither is there any Worth, ©. 
ay Beauty iti chee, for which Chriſt ſhould dele 5 
thee; and cherefore, ſayeſt chou, ſurely Chriſt wall -* 
tave nothing co do with fhe, nor ſo much as caſt 
eze or look cf Love upon me : Bur, Soul, this 
tot ſtand terween Chriſt and vhee neicher 3 bur 3f+ 
tou haſt a mind to him, he will marcy thee wo 
limſelf norwichſtanding : For indeed Chriſt marries : 
wt any for their Beaucy 3 bur choſe whom he mar» I 
ries, ke marries ro make them Beautiful : He mas- 'v 
ties: chem _nor for any worrh of theirs 3 bur to = -*# 
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Jt yorch upon them, and indeed there are noue | 
WY cecſpouſes rohimiclf, buc he finds chem black and. - 3 
” defarmed, 


= = 5 


, - 
- . - 
— 4 % > 


- 
: Ys 
. » 4 


wy 


they are, nll he puts his Beauty upon the 


How ſweet is that word, Exeb. 16: 6, 9, 8. Whallfad | 
- paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thy blood, i, 
£- Tmthy fin and filth, 7 ſaid wito thee, Live; I ju 
=  autothee, when thou waſt in thy Blood, Live; yea, ous 
thou waſt in thy Blood, Live. Mark, three times ilfelt a 
mentions ir, is thy Blood, in thy Blood, in thy Bli 
To note the depth of that defilement we are 
under. Well, and what then ? Will Chriſt 
any thing ro do with ſuch ? Yes, he makes loved 
them :, Behold, thy time was the time of Love he maſſe 
ries them ro himſelf in an Everlaſting Covenant, 
ſpread my Shirt over thie (fays-he) and covered Sins 
nabedneſs ; yea, I (wear unto thee, and entered into (fagt 
venant with thee, and thou becameſt mine : Yea, nota 
ly ſo, but he puts a Beauty ; yea, his own Bea 
-»*- and Comelineſs upon them ; Thou art cone to Exalit, 
b. Tent Ornaments,and att comely through my Comiline{s wiltbu 
& Thave put upon thee, as Verſe 14. O Soul, be not a> 
couraped, Chriſt will turn thy Blackneſs into Beaunjak 
"and not caſt thee off becauſe of it. di 
© 3+ Is it the greatnefs and hainouſneſs.of thy 
and Guilt ? O my Sins, my Sins (ſays the poor Sa 
they are exceeding many, and exceeding pet 6h 
+. - theyare many and great in themſelves, and tht 
= arc cloarhed wich many, and great aggravariowy0; 
2 Few inthe World ever ſinned at that rare chaſe 
+= have done ; therefore I fear, that Chraſt will new 
=. own me fo, asto rake me into ſuch a Relation winſth 
b himſelf: well, be ir ſo; yer know, that this ſhale 
; not ſtand between Chriſt and thee, if oy art with 
ling to be eſpouſed to him : He has promiltd to pat (3 
* "don great Sins, and io accepr, norwirhſtanging gra 
Sins, in caſe the Soul be but willing : Come wow ( & 
204 he) and let us reaſon together ; though your Sits as 
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- . the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 
kelet, they ſhall be white as Snow 3, though they an 
| bike Crimſon, they (þ:11 be as Wool, Iſa. 1. 18. Tho © 
ms are as Scarlet, and as Crimſon, 1.e, Tho” _ % 
are great, foul, enormous Sins; Sins of a hai- - * 
mus and crying Nature, and cloathed with the great- © 
| aggravartions, yer they ſhall be White as Snow and - 
bel; 5. e. They ſhall be fully done away and par- 3 
ied ; ſo fully done away and pardoned, asf . |? 
rhad never been. So again, Na.43.24,25. in the 
2th Ver. He ſpeaks to ſome, who had made him 3 
s ſerve with ther Sins, and wearied bim with theix Ini- -Y 
b Wouties + Theſe ſurely were great Sinners, and their 
Wins of a hainous crying Narure ; and yer at the 
26th Ver, what a full promiſe of Pardon does he 
make ro-them? Z, even I ame that blotreth out thy - * 
wtToſereions for mine own ſabe, and will not remember 
ity Sins, Poor Soul, what ſhall I fay ? Haſt thaw 
mgtbundantly ſinned ? Haſt thou multiplied Sins? He 7% 
wha promited 44ndantiy to pardon, and to multiply Par- 
unfldes, Ifa. 55.7. Art thou guilty of all manner of 3 
Sins? and to thy other Sins haſt rhou added Bla © # 
my? He has promiſed, that all manner of Sin and © 
oul my ſhall be forgiven, except that againſt the boly © 
ery, {which thy complaining of the greatneſsjaf 


- 


he thy Sins argues thou art not guilty of?) Mat.-12.4u . 
onOSoul, be not diſcouraged becauſe ot the greatnels - 7 
2d thy Sins : Chrift marries Souls, nor becauſe they 
Axe not Sinners, grear Sinners 3 bur he marries 
wid them ro take away their Sins, and to diſcharge them 
aFirom them for ever : And the greater thy Sins are, 
 wiythe greater will be the Glory. of Chriff's Grace 
a (which is what he aims at) in recciving of thee. 
"ap Sthisis : Beſides, what wilt thou do with thy great; 
7 Ws, unlcf rhou goeſt with chem to Chriſt? Greas - 
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7. Thebeft- Match, Or; ; 
Sins arpne a great need of Chrif, and call for g 
-malttching unto Chriſs, | 
& Ts tt any former Negle&s or Refuſals of thing 
P tbly not-only are thy Sins many and great, hy 
= thereis this added to all the reſt, long and frequey 
Refnſals of Chriſt arfd his Love : He has often call 
but thou haſt given him no anſwer ; he has lc 
woo'd thee, bur thou haſt not complied with himz 
O the many ſweer Calls, gracious Offers, lovi 
Tenders, which he has made to thee, and thou ki 
# deſpiſed ! And this makes thee fear, that he wil 
ot now have nothing to do with thee. And tral 
| Soul, this is ſad, very fad : hereby Chriſt has n 
9 much Glory, which thou mighteſt have brouglx 
N him ; hereby thou haſt loſt much ſveer Commun 
A on, which thou - mighteſt have enjoyed; herely 
Chriſt's Heart has been much grieved, which migh 
have been prevented ; and hereby the Work | 
made much more difficult, than at firſt it was, thy 
Heart being grown more hard, and Corruptlog 
-. moreſtrong. Thus 'tis every way very fad, that 
-* thou haſt thus negleed and refuſed Chriſt :- bur yer 
neither thall this ſtand between him and thee, it 
eaſe thou arc willing ro be eſpouſed ro him : Fir 
this, fee Prov. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. Wiſdom ow 
?itbout, ſh: uttereth ber voice in the Streets; ſhe condi 
* the chief place of concourſe, in the openings of | 
gates, in the City [he uttereth her words, ſaying : Him 
tong ye ſimple ones will you love (implicity 5 and the Stat 
ners delight in their Scorning, and Fools bate Knowledgt! 
| Tir you at my reproof : Behold, I will pour out my Sk 
& vit wito you, I will makbe bnown my words unto. 0 
45 Pray obſerve, Chriſt had offered Himſelf, and 
Y  Loveto them, but they had refuſed himand it; XK 
= "they had refuſed long, and..rcfuſed with, mth 
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the SouÞs Efponſal+o wif 7. 
W-contempt : How long, ys Simple ones, will you "one 
ſmplicity * 8c. They ſcorn'd the Offtets of Che 
 apd his Love; and yet here he renews thoſe'C ſers/ W 

to them, wherein he tells them, that none of all” 
their Refuſals ſhould prejudice their acceprance with; 
him, in caſe they are willing ro be his: Tin ye at. 
w Reproof 3 behold, I will pour out my Spirit, &c. And , 
Soul, do nor the moſt refuſe long, and ſtand it our 
long againſt the Offers of Chriſt and his Gract, ee 
they cloſe with him, who yer are received and em- 
braced by him ? Be not therefore diſcouraged, poor 
Soul, becauſe of thy former Negle&s and Refuſals of 
Chriſt, bur throw thy elf into the Arms of his 
Love, which thou wilt cerratnly find wide opento 
receive and embrace thee. 

s. Is it any revolting or backſliding of thine | 
from him? Poſſibly thou haſt ſomerimes been on thy; 
way rowards Chriſt, thou haſt had ſome workiags; —® 
ſome good Reſolurions and AﬀeCtions within thee © 7; 
for. him : Ay, and thou haſt made ſome profeſſion of 
him ; thou haſt ſomerimes been even upon the cuttic 3 
ng Pojnr, che Point of clofing with Chriſt ; and che © 
March has bin near made up between himandthee 5-48 

Aﬀd yet after all this, thou haſt revolted and back - 
fiden from him, Playing the Harlot with many Lovtr; 
which makes thee fear that he will now reject thee © 
ſhouldeſt thou go ro him. And the trurh is, this ally = 
kvery ſad ; for hereby Chriſt has been eminently *<" 
diſhonoured, and: thy Soul has been eminently er- - + 
Gngered : Bur yet be not difcouraged,for this ſhall 

hor ſtarid berween Chriſt and rhee, if yerthow are © © 
but willing to be eſpouſed rohim : Chriſt offers him _ 
IF and his Grace to ſuch as theſe; he promiſes to 

heal Backſlidiags 3 Jer. 3. 1. Tho thou baft played the 
Hwlot with "any Lovers, yet return unto me, ſaith the © 
ad, And v. £2. Return thou back-ſliding Iſrael, andT 
_ will a 
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my ps argue 2 great need of ChriZ, and call. for 
© -maltening unto Chriſt, 


4 Ts it any former Negle&s or Refuſals of thine! 
Po ibly not-only are thy Sins many and great, hi 


- thereis this added to all the reſt, long and frequen 


Refuſals of Chriſt arfd his Love : He has ofcen called, 
but thou haſt given him no anſwer ; he has log 
woo'd thee, bur thou haſt not complied with him; 
O the many ſweer Calls, gracious Offers, lovit 
Tenders, which he has made to thee, and thou af 
deſpiſed ! And this makes thee fear, that he wil 
now have nothing to do with thee. And ml 
Soul, this is ſad, very fad : hereby Chriſt has 

much Glory, which thou mighteſt have brouglk 
him ; hereby thou haſt loſt much ſweer Communi 
on, which thou - mighteſt have enjoyed; hereh 
Chriſ's Heart has been much grieved, which migh 
have been prevented ; and hereby the Work 1 
made much more difficult, rhan at firſt ir was, thy 
Heart being grown more hard, and Corrupriog 
more ſtrong. Thus "tis every way very fad, that 


-** thou haſt thus negleaed and refuſed Chrift :- but yet 


4 


$ - they had refuſed long, and..rcfuſled with, oat 


neither ſhall this ſtand between him and thee; u 
eaſe thou arr willing to be eſpouſed ro him : Fx 
this, ſee Prov. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. Wiſdom cowl 
bout, ſhz uttere th ber voice in the Streets ;, ſhe cath 
* the chief place of concourſe, in the openings of 
gates, in the City ſhe uttereth ber words, ſaying : Him 
long ye ſimple ones will you love (implicity ; and the Stat 
Ters delight in their Scorning, and Fools bate Knowledgt! 
Tarn you at my reproof : Behold, I will pour out my Sf 
Yit wito you, I will make bnown my words unto.) 


Pray obſerve, Chriſt had offered Himſelf, and 


Love to them, but they had refuſed himand it; y& 
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the SouPs Eſponſalto wiſh A 
.contempt : How long, ys Simple onts, will you" 
ſmplicity * &c, They ſcorn'd the Offets of Chills 
and his Love; and yet here he renews thoſe' Offets* 
to them, wherein he tells them, that none of all” 
their Refuſals ſhould prejudice their acceprance with; = 
him, in caſe they are willing ro be his: Tirn ye at. 7 
w Reproof 3 behold, I will pour out my Spirit, c. And , © 
Soul, do nor the moſt refuſe long, and ftand it our 
long againſt the Offers of Chriſt and his Gract, ere 
they cloſe with him, who yer are received and etg- 
braced by him ? Be not therefore diſcouraged, poor 
Soul, becauſe of thy former NegleRs and Refuſals of 
Chriſt, bur throw thy ſelf into the Arms of his 
Love, which thou wilt certainly find wide opento 
receive and embrace thee. 

s. Is it any revolting or backſliding of thine 

'fom him? Poſſibly thou haſt ſomerimes been on thy--* 
way towards Chriſt, thou haſt had ſome workiags; 3 
ſome good Reſolurions and AﬀeCions within thee 
for. him : Ay, and thou haſt made ſome profeſlion' ef 
him ; rhou haſt ſometimes been even upon the cutric * 
ing Point, the Point of clofing with Chriſt ; and he © 
March has bin-near made up berween himandthee 5-8 
Aﬀd yer afcer all this, thou haſt revolced and back-_-3 
fliden from him, Playing the Harlot with many Lovirs, 
which makes thee fear that he will now reject rhe 
ſhouldeſt thou go ro him. And the truth is, this ally 3 
k very ſad ; for hereby Chriſt has been emintntly *<3 
diſhonoured, and: thy Soul has been eminently er - » 
dangered : Bur yet be 'nor diſcouraged, for this ſhall 
nor ſtand between Chriſt and rhee, if yerthow are 

but willing robe eſpouſed ro him : Chriſt offers hints 

If and his Grace to ſuch as theſe; he promiſes to 

heal BackNlidings 3 Jer. 3. 1. Tho thou baft played the 
Harlot with many Lovers, yet return unto me, ſaith the _* 
ind, And v. £2. Return thou back-ſliding Irael, andT. : ; 

| "8 will |; 
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> The of Mates; Or, 
becauſe mine anger to fall upos you ; for T am mir-' 
a. So Hoſu2.19. I will betroth thee unto mz for ever; 
==, T will betroth thee wito me, Thee ; Who? Why as. 
= arevolcing and backQiding a People as ever were in 
= the World ; ſo you will find in the beginning of the 
=> Chapter. There is hope they (you (ce) for Revol- 
= ters and Backſliders ; therefore be not diſcouraged, 
but go tohim, and he will not caſt thee our. well 
-. Soul, here's encouragement enough for thee, not- 
> withſtanding all thy Vileneſs, Sinfulneſs, and Un- 
- © worthineſs :-And:to add to thy encouragement yet, 
*. know, Chriſt has received mulurudes that were eves«. 
way as vile, finful, and unworthy as thou art, 
What doſt rhou think of Meanafſch, who was a Sor- 
cerer and -an kdolater? What doſt thou think of 
Paul, who was 4 Perſecutor and a Blaſphemer ? 
= -- What doſt thou think of Mary Magdalen, who had 
© ſeycn Devils in her ? Whar doſt thou think of Rs 
E bb, who was an Harlot ? What doſt thou think of 
>” mukticudesof rhoſe who crucified Chriſt, bur after- 
= wards believed? Theſe were all great Sinners, and 
& yer Chriſt received them inro the Arms of his Love, 
VYhar doſt thou think of the black Liſt and Cata- 
&” logue of Sinners among the Corinthians, mentioned 
3x Cor.6. 9, & 10, who were Drunkards, Thieves, Mur- 
LI Mar Adulterers, Idolaters, abuſers of themſelues with 


= Z Menkind, and the like? What doft thou think of 
© .* them, \7it#5 3. 3- who were Fooliſh, Diſobedient living 
in Enuy, Hateful, and hating one another, ſerving dives 
Laſts and Pleaſures ? Surely theſe were as vile, as 
ſinful, as worthleſs as thou art, and had as much to 

© ſhand bexween Chriſt and them 3 and yer they found 
Grace in Chriſt's ſight, upon their looking ro him. 
Indeed there is never a Soul now in Heaven, bur was 

* by Nacure every __ vile, ſinful, and unwerthy 
” of Chriſt, as thou: they lay under the fame Pollu- 
WP | rio 
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tion, the | yn in the fare Blood,” 
fled with the ſame Spirit of oppoſition apain 
and his Ways, that rhou doſt, and arr ; — mat A: 
tirudes of them were as vile and finfulby praftice 7 
ao, as thou ; they ated our the Sin and Enmiry of'% 
their Natures as highly egainſt God and Chriſt, as” 
thou haſt done 3 and yer theſe Chriſt received, elſe; 
El they had nor been in Heaven, Ina word, Heaven, 
, © [a one obſerves) is an Houſe full of che Miracles 
of Chriſt's free Grace : There's Idolatrous proner in) 
among the true Worſhippers of God : There's op" 
preſſing Zach:res among the Spirits of juſt Men made 
—_—_ There's blaſphemous Pau! among the HoſF * - 
Angels, lauding, praiſing, and finging Halelyabs" +... 
and the Lamb : And there is Mary Mazdalen, © 
= had (even Devils, among the Saints of the moſt = 
High, who are filled even to overflowing with the 
ſev.n Spirirs of God. O, who they would be-dif% by 
couraged ? Yea, Soul, all thy vilene(s, {infulneſs;} * of 
and unworthineſs does, bur as it were, qualify thee- > 
for Chriſt and his free Grace, My finful Wants and 28 
Unworthineſs, (ſays Rutherford _) have qualified me- + 
for Chriſt and his Grace, Caſt thy ſelt therefore. 
fully upon him notwithſtanding all, nor pro 
acceptance with him. F 
6. Such is the Hearr of Chriſt; .and'ſo. ſer upo 
Elpouſal with Sinners, as thar he delights and res © 5 
vices in nothing more hardly, than inthe Nuprials*: - 
weery him and them : and O, how ſhow this 
tawand allure us to him ! Should you ſee a you 
Man rejoicing in 'the ſenſe of an Eſpouſal. 
himſelf and ſuch, or ſuch an ore whom 
Jou might well. conclude, that his Hearc was <4 
upon her : And 1$+it not thus here ? Chriſt rejoices 
m.che fight and ſenſe of an Eſpouſal berween Himes 
ſelf and Sinners; and howv much docs this argue. 
F - wis 4 
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| 28-5 ; | þ reſt <4 t þ ; Or,- | 
rart'ro be in, the Bufineſs? This I will give Þ 
You m three Propoſitions. 
PF *1. This is what he rejoiced and delighted himſelf - 
in the thoughts of fromall Erernity, . Thus much. 
he himſelf tells us, Prov. 8. 30, 31. Then, namely, 
& from Everlaſting, was 1 by him, as one brought up 
= mth bim: and I was daily his delight, rejoycing always 
=. before him : Reoycing in the habitable parts of the Earth, 
ad my delights wire with the Sons of Men : Theſe are + 
-Chriit's words, and in them he tells you where he 
was, and what he had been doing-from Eternity, 
he'was with the Father, and rejoiced before him :, 
- Bur what did he rejoice in ? truly,next to his. Father, 
.— and himſelf, his rejoycing was in the habitable parts 
of the Earth, and his Delights were with the Sons 
of Men, He delighted himſclf in the rhoughts of 
- -fving poor Sinners, and eſpouſing them unto him- 
6 felf in order thereunto. O how niuch does this 2r- 
FN. gue his Heart tobe in the Buſincks ? 
= 2, As he thus dclighted and rejoiced in the 
= thoughts of it beforc-hand 3 ſo when ar any time 
4 poor Soul is actually eſpouſcd to him, then he re- 
=. Jjoices afrcſh, and is delighred afreſh, Hence che D 
=z day of Eſpouſals is called the day of the. gladneſs of bis h 
Ez Heart, Cant. 3.11. The day of Eſpouſals between 
Chriſt and a poor Sinner,is a day of gladneſs and rc- 
12 icing to the Farher,a day of gladnels and rejoycing 
+. .to the bleſſed Spirit, a day of gladrefs and rejoycing F 1, 
To the holy Angels, and Spirits of juſt Men made 
w- perfca; For there x oy in Heauen, at this, Lub. 14, 
2-7. Bur "tis eſpecially. a day of gladncfs and re F 


; hace oi Chriſt the Bridegroom, O to {ce poor Y © * 

gome 1n and give up themſclves ro him ina. c 
Marriage-Covenant ; this is the joy, the reſt, che kg 
fati>f2&ion of his Soul : Hence 'rts faid, Ht ſhall. jt 
of the travel of his Soul, and be (atisficd, Ia. 53+ 1 
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the Souls Eſponſul to Chriſt 
Tisa great grief and trouble ro Chriſt, that's 
wounds his very Soul, when having wooed Pa 4 
Sianers, and time after, time made Fove rothem 5% 
they norwithſtanding are ſhie of him, and; will noe 
cloſe with him. in a Marriage-Covenant : Hence he 
complains, as he does 7oh.5. 41. You will not come to 
me that you might bave Life, And, Mat. 23. 37. 0 Jt- 7 5 
ks, ferajalen, how often would 1 hav? zathired 
'Y thre, and thou wouldst not ? He ſpears complainingly, ' 
and as ane grieved at Hearr at their neglects of him; : 
yea, this was that which made him weep, as he did 
over Zeruſalem, Luke 19. 41, 42. Behold the” Joy” 
| of che whole Earth weeping! And why? Becauſe: 
* | of their retfuſals of Kim and his Grace, and rhe wo- * 
ful deſtru&ion rhar for rheſe refuſals were coming 
upon them. Indeed, this is what refie&s grear dit>" 
honour upon his Name, pours great contempt ups +; 
on his Grace, and is dire&ly contrary to the whole: 
deſign of his Undertaking , as Mediator, and __ | 
cannot but be grievous ro him : So on che contrary,:, 
when Souls come freely in, and give up themſelves”: 
in a Marriage-Relation to him, this gtads and re- 
joices his Heart : O how ſhould this draw Souls rot 3 
him ? Sinner, why may not this day be made che* * > 
day of rhe gladne(s. of Chriſt's Hearr, by pou bp 0 4 
day of Eſpouſals berween him” and thee ? He bs 
ſeen many a day of gricf of Hearr,, and trouble oft”. 
Heart, becauſe of thy ſtanding out againſt him, and; Y 
refuſt ng the Oftcrs of his Love :  Onow ler him ſee: 


hs ww CD» © _ vs T9 


3. As Chriſt page ci, rejoices whert Kare: 3 
eſpouſed. ra him 3- ſo being eſpouſed ro him, *he-dev>\+ 
bghrs and rejoices. in this Eipoufal for:ever : Men: > 
marry fuch or ſuch; and they rejoice thercin.at pris! 3 
nr, but their Joy does nor laſt, 'Tis xherwiſe 
F 2 
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Bt, he did rejoice in the thoughts of ir 
ernity 3 he does rejoice in the being and 

pliſhmenc of ir here in time, and he will | 
i the conſummation of it in Heaven for 


: The truth 1s, his Joy is not complear, till 
"* Ne : Marriage be compleat z nor will his bs ever 


CjoIcC 


till chat end, which will never be (as in its 
may be ſhewn). Thus you ſee a little whar 
Chriſt's Heart 15, and how much ſet upon this Buſi- 
- «neſs 3 as well as what manner of Husband he is, and 
- what great he does for all his Spouſes, And 
"now atter all, what do you ſay ? Art thou for Chriſt 
3 or no? Shall the Nuprial go on between him and 
your Souls, or ſhall ir not? Soul, what Anſwer muſt 
I give my Lord and Mafter that ſent me to thee? 
©T1s bur a little while, and he will call both thee 
and me to an Account concerning theſe things 3 and 
| muſt ſay, Lord, I woo'd that Soul for rhee 3 I be- 
fought him to be eſpouſed unto thee 3 and fo far as 
'I was able, I diſplayed thy Beauty, hy Riches, thy 
Glory before him : I opened thy Heart ro him,ſhew- 
ed him thy Love, and thy willingneſs to be eſpou- 
> Ted to him, hoping that the Cords of thy Love 
© >would draw him; and-with my whole ſtrengrh en- 
hw -\treated him to give up himſelf in a Marriage-Cove- 
” nant to thee. Well, and what was the ifſue ? Lord, 
- - "thou knoweſt, Bur, Soul, what Anſwer muſt 1 rc- 
"turn? Muſt The pur to ay, Lord, I labour in vain, 
. and ſpent my ſtrength in vain, for he made light of 
all, ard - would have none, either cf rhee or thy 
Love? © pur me not to make this diſmal Anſwer ; 
> rather ler me have cauſe to ſay, Behold, I and the 
” Children which God bath given me : Behold, this Soul, 

# . and that Soul, and many Souls were won over t0 
4 | * thee, Amin, 
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the Soul's Eſpanſal to Chriſt, 
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CHAP. X. 


| Which direits Souls, and ſhews them the 
how to attain unto this ſweet and ble 


Eſponſal with Feſus C brift 


AY Eſpouſal with Chriſt ! what more Rt | 
what more defirable ? And who that under= - 
ſtands hiniſelf, would not cover ir, before any char 
this World affords ? ? No Husband like Chriſt, a 
no Happineſs like to an Eſpouſal to him. © "Barthes. 
Queſtion is, How we may attain hereunto? T 
Soul, the Work is grear, and "cis the Divine Spin 
alone that does and can tie the Marriage-RKnor © E- 4 
tween Chriſt and thee z bur he works in this, 1 
| 'well as in other caſes, in and by the uſe of means 3. 
' | andthereare ſeveral things highly incumbent upon , 
thee, and which muſt be attended by thee, as eyer 4 
thou wouldſt attain ro an acquaintance wirh chis le 
fed Eſpouſal. | 
I. Wouldſt thou be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? 
n labour to be deeply fenfible of thy utrer eſt 
) ment from him by Nature as alſo of thy wow 
. miſery by reaſon of that eſtrangement. A de 
, ſenſe of our eſtrangement from Chriſt, and of 
f F miſery by reaſon of that eſtrangement, i 5 one good, 
/ we rowards a Conjugal-Union and ROO Ju TY 
without the one, we are never like Wy 
l unto the other. Labour eee. for thys, Lhe” 
1. Labour to be de ſenſible of your 
oF ment from Chriſt b by Nan, Naturally 'we ant > 


all igere to-Chri Cor edrdn onjugal- 
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world yot bave him to reign over us, 
"are at enmity with Chriſt, and wich every thing 
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The beft March; Or, 


it any ſuch thing means. As "rwas with the 


; Epreſsans, fo "ris with us all by Nature, they were, 


and we arc without Chri/t 4s the World, Ephet. 2. 12, 


And not only withaut bim, but alſo ſar from him, «s \Þ, 
I follows wn). 13. 
Sl Man and Woman in this; as Petey did ro Simon in 


F*ancther caſe, As 8. 21. Thou baft neither Part nor 


I may truly ſay to every Natu- 


Lot in this Mattcr : Thou knoweſt nor what Union 
_ and Communion with this ſweet Lord means: Yea, 
*not only are we by Nature eftranged from Chriſt ; 
" bur moreover we are ar enmity with him, :- and fiifd 


- with hatred and oppoſition againſt him : We, as 


"thoſe mentioned Lube 19. 14. Do- hate hin, and 
Naturally we 


*thac is his, wich his Perſon, with his Preſence, 
wich his Spirit, with his-Kingdom, with his Laws 


F- and Ordinances, with his Graces, with his Righte- 


'ouſneſs, and the like, His Perſon 1s too holy for 
us, his Preſence roo pure, his Spirit too convincing, 
his Kingdom roo Spiritual, his Laws and Ordinan- 
ces roo ſtrict, his Graces too bright, his Righteoul- 


& ne roo oppoſite to Self ; and fo we hare all, and 
-arearenmity with all : yea,. we are at enmiry with 
rhe very way of Life and Salvation by him : Touching 


tbe Goſp:1, they are Enemits, ſays the Apoſtle 3 which 


# "s ſpoken of the Jews, but true of all by Nature, 


Rom: 11,23, We would live, bur not by Chriſt ; 
Wwe would be faved, but not by Chriſt : Thus natu- 
Tally we are all eftranged from him 3 and thus high 


= does our eſtrangement riſe, which we muſt be deep- 
-» Jy ſenſible of, it ever we get Union and Communi- 
- on in a Conjugal way with him : Therefore work 
- THis a lirtle upon your Thoughts, cill you find your 
k Heart begin to bleed and relent over ir, 


2. La- 
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F the Soul's Efpouftlto Chriſt. fr 
# 2. Iabourtobedeeply ſenſible of your ex 
\ ing great miſery by reaſon of rhis eſtrangem 
As we are all naturally wichour Chriſt, ſo our nife-- 
-xy hereinis exceeding great : So much the Apolle/ 27 
if holds forch, m the place before quored, Ephiſ, 261% 
12, Where he ſpeaks of our being without Chriſt, 28723 
onr” Miſery ;z yea, as the Spring and Foundation oF 
all our Miſery ; and therefore that 1s firſt mention 
ed: The Eyhſgars were, and we are (as he there 3 
tells us) without the Covenant, with9:t Hope, and with 
" out God is the Wild ; "miſery enought for any Soal 
to lic under ; and rhe Inlet and Foundation of all 1s, 
ther and our being. wit2oit Chrift, As to haye 
Chriſt (ſays a Learned Incerpreter upon this place) 
ts the Foundation of all Good : $9, ro be withour - 
Chriſt, is the beginning and foundation of all Evil, 
| an Inler into all woe and miſery, and what leaves us 
ma moſt deptored ſtare (for ever. Take a taſte, 
and bur'a tafte of this your Miſery, and then work 
the ſemle of 1t upon your own $9uls. 
1. Bcing without Chriſt, you are deſtirute of all - 
, Good, you are without Life, without Grace,” with- 
our Peace, wichour Pardon, wirthour Comfarr, 
wichout Righteouſneſs, without Heaven, without 
Salvation, ' witho:t He; and without God, ( as.,y0u 
 haveitinrhe ſame place ) Eyvyfe 2, 2, withour, 
Favour of God, without che Preſence of God, 
without rhe Life of God, without th? Image of G 
withour the Spirit of Gud 3 and being rhus wi ' 
out God, you are without all true Good, and-rrne 2* 
Happineſs : According to the old and true Maxim, 
Sine Summo Bono nihul Bonun, Wwithone the chief 
G-od chcre'is nothing Good, , _ - "1 
2. Being withour Chiriſt,-” you are in bondage © 
to Sin and Sazan, which is the worſt bondagen 3 
the World. Naturally all are the Slaves and Van 
P.4 als... 
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on hal of "theſe cruel Lords : Hence we are ſaid, to ful- 
the Devil's Luſt, Joh. 8. 44. And as the Lufts of 
- the Devil, fe the Wills and Luſts of the Fleſh, Ephel, 
2.2. to be the Servants of Sin, to ſerve divers Laſs 
aud Pleaſares, and the like : And as naturally all are 
-thus in bondage to Sin and the Devil, ſo there is no 
redemption from this Bondage but by Chriſt, and 
that 1na way of Union with him. If tbe Son there- 

- fore ſhall make you free, ye (hall be free indeed, faith 
he himſelf to the Jews, Jobs 8. 36. They were 
glorying in their Priviledg, that they were Abra- 
has See d, and never were in Bondage to any Man: 
True, ſays Chriſt, bur ye are in a worſe Bondage 
than a Bondage to Man, 1n Bondage to Sin, in Bon- 
dage to your Luſts ; . For he that committeth Sin, # tht 
Servant of Sin, And this Eondage none butthe Son 

& -* can free you from; and therefore, until freed by 
-..*him, you remain under it, O how fore a Bon- 
2 - dage 1s this, to be under the command of Sin, to 
© © beat the beck of every baſe and unclean Luſt, and 
| to be. carried captive by the Devil at bis Will / This1s 
: *- ſucha Bondage, as that the Bondage of Jrae! under 
 thcir Taskmaſters in - Egypt, and che Bondage of 
& - Tirkiſh Slaves, who are kept at the Oar and Gal- 
+ ley, 1s Freedom to it. As to ſerve\Chriſt 1s the 


"greateſt Liberty, ſo to ſerye Sins the crueleſt Bon- 
© Gage. 
- 3. Being - withcut Chriſt, and Union with 
Chriſt, yon are rejeted of Gdd. Know ye nt 

| (Tays the Apoſtle) that except Chriſt be in you, ye att 
robates ? 2 Cor.13. 5. Know ye not ? As if he 
ſhould ſay, cis a moſt clear, manifeſt, and evident 

- Truth; that unleſs you have Union with Chriſt, you 
are Reprobates z i, e, you are unapproved of God, 
| _ * youarc out of his Favour, both your Perſons and 
©... Serviccs are rejeRed by him, To the ſame purpale 
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is that,"Gal. 4. 22. where we read of two Methet*H 
and two Sons : The two Mothers were Types of We 7 
{.Y two Covenants, the Covenant of Works, and the 
bs | Covenant of Grace, as appears by V. 24. The twat 
© | Sons, are Types of two forts of Perſons living in 
0 | the Church; one born after the Fleſh, the other by% 
d {| Promiſe ; one belonging to the Firſt, the other ro 
® | rhe Second Covenant. Well, what's the Condition 
h | of theſe? Why, the one is ina ſtate of RejeQion, 
Ci and the other of Acceptation. They that —_ 
i 8 to the ſecond Covenant, are owned and em 
1: inthe Arms of Love the other are caſt ont (as you 
© | may ſee inthe ſequel of the Chapter) ; beſides, all 
I- F our Acceptation wich God, 1s in Chriſt, and through 
"  Chrift, Epbeſ. 1.6. Our of him therefore we are 
ny ina ſtare of Rejeftion. O how ſad does this ſpeak 3 
Y | your Condition to be ! for Men, yea, for. good Mem - .* 
l- Þ torejetand diſown.us, is what may be born; eſpe» - 3 
0 } cially when God owns, and fmiles : But:for (- 
d | difown and reje& us, this is terrible indeed, though +» 
s j all the World ſhould own us, and ſmile upon us. 
Tr i How terrible is that. Word? Ryprobate Silver ſhall 
fl Mencall them ;, for the Lord bath rqefted them, Jer. 6. 
| 30.---If God owns, and ſmiles, *ris no marter who 
© # frowns; | but if he. frowns, and  rejets, who call 3 
- F ownor ſmile to the relief of rhe Soul ? Ef 
4- Being withour Chriſt, you are under. the Law, 
n Y -and ſounder the Curſe. And how fad is this as +4 
" F there are but rwo Covenants, . the Old arid the New 5 
' j and bucrwo Heads of thoſe Covenants, the Firſt, or” 
'the Second Adam ; and ſoall Men do belong'to, and. 2 
are found inthe one or the other of theſe, . Whilſt -* 
therefore you are ſtrangers to Chriſt, you are under 7 7 
the Law 3 and being under che Law, you are under” » 
the Curſe : For, 'fays the Apoſtle, As many as areauli-** 
der ths. Law, are under the Curſe : For it is writttth; 
/ þ $ * 
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— eats tory oe that continueth not in all tilngs that 
* 2 writren in the Book of the Law, to-do thim, Gal.z, 
&* 20,. The Law has no pity, no ſparing for Offen- 
* ders ; bur for every Breach thereof, lays the Soul 
Funder- the Gurſe. Now we have all broken the. 
Law 3. we all broke it in Adaw, being in him as in 
ian. Head ; and we have all broken it cen thonfanil 
. iTimes over in our-own Perſons ;. and. by both ate 
-, fallen under the Curſe thereof. And, Soul, doft 
thou know what the Curſe of the Law meats ? I 
carries in it Death and Condemnation for ever. Be- 
mg under the Law, we are curſed in our Perſons, 
and curſed in our Comforts : The Wrath of God 

- lies upon our Souls, and the Curſe of God is in all 
-Gur Enjoyments 3 our very. Bleſſings are accurſt to 

*. us, Mal; 2. 2. Wereadin Scripture; of the People 
"of God's Curſe 3- and: thou art ,one of them, Soul, 
-whoever thou arr, that.art our of Chriſt: -@ how 
\woful, how deplorable a Condition 1s this ! to 
* - $5. Being wichour Chriſt, and cſtranged from: ff yy 
Chriſt, you lje under rhe guilt of innumerable Sins,. {| is 
ſt: 
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- which you alone muſt bear. for ever ? 'Tis inand by 
Chriſt alone, that. Souls are diſcharged from. rhe 
- Guilr of Sin. And who are. they. wham he dif- || {& 
_ eharges from Guilt, bur ſuch as arc. tound 'in him, Þ ag 
- arc under a Marriage-Covenant with lim? Thoſe | nc 
b5 Blood clianſis from all Sin, 1 John 1.7. And in ff &c 
-vY # Sin: bave theyredemption through bus Blood, even the for- Ve 
2- gi-ntſs of Sin, Epheſ. 1.79. As for.others, he tells. I T: 
> them plainly, They ſhall. die in thiir Sins, -John& I} C 
” 24. O- how fad a Condition is this! Soul, chan | of 
> - artguiiry of multitudes of: Sins, the leaſt of: which & w 
* © has Evil enough in ir todemnrhee eternally. Thou I { 
> *haſtc:.oufands, and ren thouſands of Scarlet, Crim- } an 
> -fou Sins, Sins cloathed with .black and crying Ag- 
* vations lying .ugon thee, and. to have all: theſe 
, 4A 494 4 kw 
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the Sonl's E fonſal ro Chris." 
i the full weight ct” che Guile and-+ Puniſlay ne = 
of rhem, charged upon thee by rhe great God # by 
| ever : How miſerable does this ſpeak thy conditiult® -# 
to be ! _ 
| - 6. Being eſtranged from Chrift, yow-are under @- | 
| | neceſſicy of ſinning, . and fo of -grear'ning your own: 
L & Dimnation daily, A Man our of Chriſt, does doz. 
* | can do nothing bur Sin 3 for he x not ſubjefF to. the 
| Litw of God, nor can he be, Rom. 8.8. And as he is- 
|| ever {inning, ſo he is ever he 2ſuwing up Wrath unto hing- 
#f, Rom. 2. 5. O how faq a condition is this ! 
, | This is, D:r.: Neceſſitas, ( as Auſtin calls ir ) and 
| & fpcaks a Man's Condirion to be very doleful. . T@+ 
| | bealways finning againſt God, and always. treaſuring. 
) F up Wrath to a Man's own Soul this is next to 
; 
4 


Hell, in ſome ſort worſe. To give you the Sum of * 
all . 


Being eſtranged from Chriſt, yow have nothing-: -- 
to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice, which is ready ro- ſeize. 
L | tþon you 3 nothing to pacify Divine Wrath, whicke*: # 
> | is ready to break forch againſt you ;.noching waw= 3 
' | ſtand herween Divine Revenge, and: yous Nina I 
» | Souls, Whar ſhall I ſay? You have many Accu»-- *2 
ſers, and by them many heavy Charges broughr it. 4 
> | againſt you 3 and being wichour Chriſt, you.have-+ 7; 
* | no Advocate to plead your. Cauſe, none ro ſpeak.m-7 
| | £00d Word in Heaven for. you : And is novthar ſad 2 
* | jou are deeply in debt, you owe your tenchouſand'% 
- | Talents. ro Divine Juſtice; . and. being. wichougs*  * 
; | Chriſt, you have nothing ta pay, burare in dangess: 
- | of being caſt into the Priſon of Ecernal-Darkneb, . ** 
| F whence there is- no: Redemption. And is not thas:- 
- | fd? Youare under an Obligation to much: Duty 5; 
and berthg without Chrift, you are under an utreg 
impoſſibility of performing-any of ir: acceptably..*-; 
You are-under a. Judgmens of. Condemaation,. and.” > 
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ig” without Chriſt, you have nothing that- can} 
tecure you one Day, one Hour, one Moment more 
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and miſerable is this' Thus you ſee both your 
eeſtrangement from Chriſt, and alſo your Miſery (in: 
) by reaſon of that eftrangement. Now, as 
er you would pet Union and: Communion with 1 
tim, labour ro be deeply ſenſible of borh.cheſe. | 
* 2, Would'ſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt; | ; 
then hbour ro be ſoundly convinced, and deeply  -; 
ſenſivle of the greatneſs and hainouſneſs of rhe Sin F} . ; 
of refuſing Chriſt, and the Offers of his Love, Þ | 
- Poor Sou), thou ſtandeſt it our againſt Chriſt ; he. . _ 
4 wooes, and calls, and invites thee to hinifelf ; but Þ 
«  thouflightcſt and refuſes all : and this thou thinkeſt | = 

'. - a'ſmall matter; butler me tell thee, rhis is a moſt 

hHajnous and crying Sin : To- Swear, to Marder, to 

Steal, to be Drunk, ro be Unclean, and the like; F 

theſe thou lookeſt upon as black and horrid things; 
Indeed, well thou mayeſt, for they are Sins of 
more than ordinary hainous and abominable Na- 
rure ; Bur yer know that thy Sin in rejeRing Chriſt, 
#nd the Offers of his Love, is greater, and more 
provoking than all rheſe : This indeed 1s the great 
Sin, and the Sin thou muſt in an eſpecial manner 
beſenſible of, if ever thou art unitcd to Chriſt: 
* $0 much Chriſt himſelf rells us, in that -known 
place, John 16.8, 9. He (fays he, ſpeaking of rhe 
pirit whom he promiſed to ſend) ſhall contince tix 
World ef Sin, becauſe they belizue not in me, Unbelict 
then ts the great. Sin that the Spirit convinces Souls 
of : And what's Unbelief, but the negleR and retu- 
tal! of Chriſt, and the Offers of his Love made to 
us in che Goſpel? He ſhall convince the World of 
Sin, becauſe they believe nor in me; 35. e, De ills 
Ez magno & grandi inotdulitatis peccato « He ſhall co 
—_— So ; : vince 
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* humble them for «, and fer chema bleeding over jts 


.a vile wretched Sinner to ſhut. the Door of his _ © 


- him enterrainment, to refuſe and rejet the fre» 


- hed c—_ T7 * = 


us, and to live upon him, -haviag ſo received ati -; 
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vince them of that grand Sin of Unbelief, Þ; = 2 
Learned Man expounds it): as if Chriſt ſhould fam, 2 
He ſhall make Men fee rhe black and hainous Narwfe # 


of the Sin of reje&ing Me and my Love : He ſhalf 


This Sin of reje&ing Chriſt; ſome of the School 
men havetalled, Maximun Peccatum, the greateſt = 
Sin-of All : and indeed, next to the unpardonable  _ © 
Sin, what greater ? This is a Sin moſt direQaly and 2 
immediately againſt Chriſt aad the Goſpel. O for 
Soul againſt Chriſt, the King ct Glory, and deny 


quienr Offers of him and his Love 3 How great a Sin 
muſt this be ? And, Soul, ro convince thee the bet-. 
ter of ir, 1 ſhall ſuggeſt a few Conſiderations: ro 
rhee, holding forth a httle of-irs black and horrid 
Evl. 


1» Confider, That the negle& and refuſal of 7 
Chriſt and. his Love, is a Sin againſt a ſpecial and 
eminent Command, and therefore a great and crys»; 
ing Sin : The greater and more eminent the Com» © 
mand 1s, which we tranſgreſs and ſm againſt, the 
greater our Sin and Guilt is in tranſgreſfing that 
Command; Now, God does not only command - us 
to - receive and embrace Chriſt and his Love :. But 
this Command of. his, is a.grear, fignal and emjnent 
Command ; So St. Fobn tells us, 1 Jobs 3. 23. This 
i« bis. Commandment, -Tht we belizve on the-Nams of-his * 
Sox Feſus Cbrift whom be hath ſent. What is ic t0.b& , 2} 
lee on the Name of Fejus Chriſt, bus to receive .and 
embrace Chrift offering himielf 1n the Goſpel vo'+ 


embraced him ? Now, ( lays hc) This 3s his Com- 
maudment, his great, his ſpecial Commandmentin®?! 
Gaal! 3 + 
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wad fignal and eminent manner ; and Chriſt him- 
» Rf afferts the fame thing, Fon 5. 28, 29. In the 
 28'/er. they ask him, What ſhall we do, that we may 
© work the Works of God 2 His Anſwer in the 29 Ver, 
i; This is the Work of God, that ye bilizue on bim 
E- whom he bath ſent; i.e, Thar ye receive and embrace 
| me, and live upon me, by believing : Tfisis [the] 
>, - Work of God, the great Work which he commands 
= you, andexpeds from you: Believing ( as Calvin 
> obſerves upon this place ) is not called the Work of 
- God; becauſe *tis of God's Operation, ( as you 
* have rclſewhere ) or that which God works in us;. 
> bur becauſe 'cis the great ching which he commands. 
and requires of us. To- reje& and refufe Chriſt 
.chen, is a Sin againſt a ſigval and eminent Com-- 
mand, -indeed againſt the grear Command of the 
Goſpel 3, and therefore muſt needs-be @ great and. 
crying Sin. More particularly ; 
» 2. The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt and his Love, . | - 
I a Sin againſt a clear and expreſs Command of 
God, a Command wherein the Authority of God 
k* does peculiarly andeminently thine forth : ſo much 
-” i held forth inthe place mentioned before, 1 oh, 
$28. This is his Commandment, (ſays he, ſpeaking 
of 'the Commandment of Faith) his expreſs Come- 
mandmenr, a Commandment wherein h1z Authorj-- 
vy 4s evidently and peculiarly ſeen ; the Authority 
of God ſhines forth 1n all his Commands, bur efpe- 
eially in this above the reſt : Therefore rhis you ſee 
has an Emphaſis put upon it ; -This # his Command- 
= mf: 'Nowthe more clearly and eminently che Ay-- 
© * Uiority of God ſhines forth in.any Command, the: 
+ (greater our- Sin and Guilt. is: in cranſgreſiing char 
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Toemmand. | 
2, The negleft and refuſal of Chriſt and his 
© ove, is a-Sin agaioſt-a Command, wherein” the . 
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Hetredf God and Chriſt does mucti lie; andieelihnel 
fore a! great Sin, Tifis is a. true Rule, Thatchs 2 
more the Mind or Heart of the Law-giver is in-athy © 4 
Law or Command, the greater is our Sin ant} © 
Guilr in the breach and tranſgreſhon of rhar Taw © 
or Command :. Now- God's Command to us, ro're- + * 
ceive' Chriſt by believing, is: a Command where 
his own Heart, as well as the Heart of Chriſt, dobs 
much lie: Indeed rhere 1s nothing inall the World, 
that the Heare of God and Chriſt. s more fer upon 
or defirous. of,than this 3 chat Souls ſhould embrace 
Chriſt by believing, and become one with himin@ 
Marriage-Covenant: Witneſs the freeneſs of: their © 
Offers, the frequency of their Calls, the importit= © - 
-patenefs .of. theur' Pleas, rhe / patieneneſ$ - of--their ++ | 
-Wairings;: the affeRionarene(s of their Entrcaties,  - 
;the friendlineſs of their Upbraidings, che-'patheri» + 
calneſs of cheir Lamenrings, the ſweerneſs of ther 
-Weoings, the unwearicdne(s of their:Drawings, and. * 
:the graciouſneſs. of their Dealings in” reference 
hereunto: But you have already ſeen; how much” * 
-the Heart of Chriſt, and in. him' the Heaze of the © 
Father is in this Buſinefs, Now to tranſgreſs ſuchan + 
.Command, a Command wherein the Heart of God. © 
and Chriſt does ſo much he, and to run counter ww. - 
that which rhey ſo much deiire 3 O-whar a Sin muſt 

-thisnccds be | | 
Tie negle& and refuſal of Chriſt, is a Sin againſt 
-a Command, which has vircually all che Commands. 
-of Gad inir;. and fo in the breach aud-tranſgretfion 
thereof, we break and cranſgrets all. And; © how 
a Sin-then muſt rhis be ? to-believe on Chriſt, 

15: comprehenfive of all that God commands and re« 
quires of us : his is ſo his Commandment, as that © 
in obeying this; we obey all ; and in violacing this, 
:we viglate all; and fo he eltcems and accoutts it : 
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F 7 35 evident from John 6. 21, 29. What fhall we 
E 80, {ſay they) that we may work. the Works of God 2 
= Thos us the Work of God, (ſays Chriſt) to believe on him 
& whom be bath ſent » Pray mark, they ſpeak of 
R "air in the Plural Number 3 they would 
-Know what all thoſe Works were which God requi- 
;red, and what the extent of the Command was: 
*. And Chriſt in his Anſwer reduces all ro one, and 
that is Faith ; by which he fhews, thar as all is in 
vain without Faith, fo (Faith js viftually all thar- 
God requires : This is the Work of God, (ſays he); 
as if he ſhould ſay, Here's all in one; to believe 
+. On, and receive me, is comprehenſive of all : and 
= accordingly, my Beloved, ro reje& Chriſt and his 
© +» Love, 15 to break all at once, and to violate all ar 
- ence 3 'cis to rebel againſt, and pour Contempt up- 
. en the whole Mind and Will of God at once, and in 
-effe& ro renounce all Duty and Allegiance to Him, 
Suitable whereunto, 1s the Obſervation of a Lear- 

- -ned Nan upon that place, John 16. 8, 9. Criſt bere 
fays he) calls Unbelief [ Sin ] fimply and abſolutely, 


— 


-  -becanſe that Sin comprebends all Sin in t, O how great 
> .2 Sin then muſt this be ? . 
1 4- The negkQ and refuſal of Chriit, is a Sin a- 
inſt a Command of much Love. All God's Com- 
-mands haye Love in them; they are defign'd by 
him for our Good, (as the Scripture tells us) ; bur 
'eſpecially this Command of his, That we ſhould re- 
.ceiveand embrace his Son : For what is this Com- 
-mand, but a Command to us tobe ſaved, a Com- 
mandrousto be happy? What is this, buta com- 
- manding of us to live tor eyermore, to be eternally 
*  .blefſed in and with himſelf? And, O how great a 
- Sin muſt the tranſgreflion of ſuch a Command be ? 
'Did God command- us: any hard or ſevere thing, 
 Ome&thing. chat tended to.our Prejudice, and 
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our Happineſs, that were ſomewhat; bur jen 


dro. 
n. he - 


, commands us nothing bur. ro be happy, and w'be®” 
, | happy in thebeſt wayz O how great a Sin muſt S. 
| bc to tranſgreſs ſuch a Command ! he 4 


y 2, Conſider ; The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt A 
. | baSin, which ina peculiar manner derogates from - 
F him, and pours great contempt upon him, and 
n | therefore a great Sin, The more concempt any Sith 
ir- | . pours upon Chriſt, and the more ir derogates from 


y im, the greater that Sinis.- Now, what Sin dero- - 3 
e | gates more from Chriſt, or pours greater eontempt = 
4 | upon him, than the negle& and refuſal of him of- 
« || fering himſelf ro us, does? This is a Sin which takes 
ir | he Crown off from Chriſt's Head, and throws it In 
. | the Duſt: It every way, and in all reſpe&s pours 
n | 8grcat contempt upon him. 
q I, This Sin vilifies and yon conrempt upon 

the Perſon of Chriſt. Chriſt's Perſon is jnfinicely 
1 | amiable, and accordingly to vilify and contemn 
, his Perſon, muſt be a great Sin, and contra great, 
_ Guilt z and this the refuſal of him, does ; Hence,. 
call'd a treading under-foot the Son of Go, ( which 
1. | argues the higheſt contempr imaginable ) Ab. 10, 
1 | 29+ Every refuſal of Chriſt carries chat Language 
y. concerning him in it,. Iz. 53. 2. When we ſee bim; 
ir | there us no beauty in bim, for which w2 ſhould deſore bim « 
*. | He has zeither form nov comelineſs in bin : He 1s a Per- 

ſon of no worth, no. defirableneſs. Q what cot 

tempt 15 this to be caſt upon Chriſt ! and. how 
1 | much mg it _ _ him ! 

2. The Sin vilifies, and pours cante u 

y the Work, Office, and undercaking of Chriſt, as 
,2 & Mediator; uponall that he has done, and ſuffered; 
5 . with all che Riches of his Grace, and his Love, ma- - 4 
at | Vifeſted therein, Hence 'tis call'd, as 4 ned Ls 
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FS. the Smof God a1der-fnot ;, fo an arcounting bis -Blood a 
E - comm and atwiboly thing, a ching of no worth, no 
alle, no value; no exceltency, Feb. 10. 29, Great, © 
my Beloved, was the Work and Undertaking of 
- Chriſt, as our Mediator; arid. great were the 
- things which he borh did ant ſuffer*d in the” gif: J- 
charge of thar Work and Underraking ; great alſo 
was his Grace' and Love towards us inall, and at- I. 


cordingly, great muſt our Sir and Guilr be, in pour- 
--mg contempt thereon, which we do by our refuſing 
-of him : Hereby we pour contempt upoti all his 
- Acts, and all his Offices, as Mediator, upon all ths 
"Merits, and all ms Purchaſes, upon all his Grace 
, and Love in bleeding and dying for us: We do 
* hereby in-effe ſay, that neither Chriſt, nor any 
thing which he has purchaſed; is worth accepting 
atid embracing : That. we had rather that he had 
" Bever died; never become a Days-man between 
God and us ; that he might Have kept his Blood to 
Hhiwſelf, and we willnor thank him for ſhedding of 
-Q; that we need netther him, nor aty thing that 1s 
Ins : Hereby we do m effe&. ſay, that the whole 
” * Goſpel is a Chear, a Lic, a meer Deluſion : That 
- Chrift is an hard Maſter, and rules with Rigour 3 
- that Salvation 1s htrte worrh, and the like. O what 
horrid contempr of Chriſt is this ! 
+ - 3. This Sin plainly prefers a poor, baſe, vile 
- Laſt, before Chriſt, and all che glorious Riches aud 
"*Freatures of Chriſt. And O, what contempt of him 
ts this ! Why do Men refuſe Chriſt, and the Offers 
of liis Love ? Surcly 'ris for the ſake, and from the 
love of ſome Luft or other, either the Luſt of tht 
* Fitch, the Luft of the Eye, or the Pride of Life : and 
x (o, then by refufing of him, they do really pre- I 
Fr his Luſt before litm, and all che Treaſures of 
tis Grace and Love, And thus iadced you' find it 
20 | | ro 
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; the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. © 5350" 
tobe, Mat. 22. begin. as alſo Lnbe 14 18, 19520. 
Where Chriſt offers himſelf, with all his Treaſures, _ 
At, Y-49 Sinners, who yer (light and refuſe both him 7 
of 4 andthem. And why ſo, The one hath a Farm, the © 
the | other 4 Merchandiz? 3 and all have ſome carnal Gott- 

7 Ta mind : The Sum is, they have a- Luſt rb be * # 
farBhed 3 and rherefore Chriſt, and all the Trea- A 
4c- |} fares of his Love, muſt be re<ze&ted : By refuſing | 
ur- | of Chriſt; we do in effe& ſay, that repre 15 mare 
ing | Good, more Sweerneſs, more Happineis-1n a Luft, 
his | 3na liccle Carnal, Worldly Pleaſure and Advarttage, 
his | than chere is in Chriſt, and all char 15 his. Hereby 
ce | we do in eficR ſay, thatMen are decetved in Chrift, 
do | that the Word of God makes a falſe Report of him, 
ny | that he 15 not ſuch a Saviour, nor is his Salyation fo 
ng | &eatas the one and: the ocher 15 repreſented robe, 
ad | O what contempt is this,zo-be caſt upon Chriſt ! Eſau 
en | Cyou know ) is: aid to deſpiſe his Birth-rigit ::And 
to | how ? By preferring 4 meſs of Pdttage, or a morfet of 
of | Meat, before it, Gen.2 5.34. Bur,, O how much more 
is | do we contemn Chriſt and his Love, by preferring'a . 
le {baſe vile Luſt before him and it ?. Surely, greater 
ar $concempt of Chriſt rhar this, can't well be found. 
r ; | And how great then muſt the Sin of the refuſal of 
ar | Chriſt be, and how much ſhould we tremble ar wr? | 


le $. . 3- Conſider, Thar the negle& and retuſal of Chriſt 
ad | 5 4 Sin, which in an eminent manner darkens and 
m __ the Glory of God, and retic&s the higheſt 

Diſhonour-upon him of all others 3 and therefore a 
he & great Sin : The more any Sindarkens and oppoſes 
4; | ihe Glory of God, the greater the guilr of char Fn. 
id | #; For. (firſt) che mare' any Sin oppoſes the Glory 
.of God, and refle&s Diſhonour upon him, .the more 
contrary it is to the higheſt Good ; and the mote 
contrary any Sin is co che higheſt Good, the great- 
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= e the guilrof is muſt needs be. And (Secondly) the} 

” more any Sn oppoſes the Glory of God, and 

= feds Diſhonour upon | 
+cantfadidts the higheſt end of Man : and the moreJacc 
- Man, rhe greater the guilt of that Sin is. 


- eminently oppoſes the Glory of God, and refled 


Chriſt made to us in the Goſpel, God does in eife8 


"The bef® Match ;. Or, 


him, the more it thwarts and 
any Sin thwarts and contradi&s rhe higheſt end of cont 
Now, the negle& and refuſal of Chriſt, is what 


Diſhonour upon him : The reception and entertain» 
ment of Chriſt, puts . an honour upon the Father, 
Indeed every ARof Faith honours God, Rom. 4.20, 
And eſpecially this great and fundamental AR of 
Faith, in embracing Chriſt. So on the other hand, || ef: 
the negle&t and refuſal of Chriſt, is what refle&sJ not 
Diſhonour upon God, it throws his Glory in the We 
Duſt ; and hence *ris that this Sin is ſo' exceedingf no 
provoking - to him, as in the Scripture irc 15 repre-J ab 
ſented to be: Particularly rake here two things, | vi 
I. This Sin of refuſing Chriſt is what (lights and J Fat 
conremns all the glorious Excellencies and Perfedt | W: 
ons of God at once ; and ſo can't but caſt very great | th: 
tec 
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Diſhonour upon him, and be very oppoſite to his 
Glory 1n Chriſt, My Beloved, all the Glorious Ex- 
cellencies and. Perfetions of God are eminemtly 
manifeſted and diſplayed : In him do all the glorious 
Counſels of his Grace and Love meer,and in refuſing} 
him, we deſpiſe and pour contempt upon all. In 
him does his Love -eminently thine forth, and the 
fulneſs of ir reſt, 1 7oh. 4.9,10, In himis Juſtice, 
Righreouſneſs, and Holineſs, eminently manifeſted 
and diſplayed, Rom. 3. 25, 25, In him does hs 
Wiſdom, yea, his manitold Wiſdom, appear and 
reveal it felf : In a word, whole God js manifeſted 
and revealed in him, and withal render'd to the 
embraces of our Faith and Love : In every. Offer of 
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the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 133 , 
y to us, , Whatever I am, or can do as God, has, \ 
de be, ro do for you, to make you happy for ever: 
eaccordingly, to refuſe Chriſt muſt needs pour con- 
of contempt upon all; Ir lights and poures coutenpt 
won the Grace of God, the Wiſdom ot God, che 
at Power of God, the Juſtice of God, che Holineſs of 
$1 God, the Fulneſs and All-ſufficiency of God, and 
»J4l the Ancient Glorious Counſels of his Love con- 
cerning Souls ; To reſutc Chriſt, is in efte& ro ſay, 
That the Grace of God 1s no Grace, art lealt not wor- 
ty of our accepraace : Thar his Juſtice and . Holi» 
xeſs are not to be regarded, and chat we-value them 
not : That his Wiſdom, 1s Folly 3 and his Power, 
Weakneſs; rhar his Fulneſs has little in it, and 1s 
no way able to tatishe us, and make us happy : that - 
broken Ciſtern is as good, as that Fountain of Lt- 
ving Waters: And hereby we down-right deny.his 
Faichfulneſs, and pur the lie upon him, 1 Fob. 5.10. 
We do in <ffe& ſay, that the God of Truth isa Liar, 
that his Witneſs and Teſtimony 15 nor to be credi- 
ted, rhar his Word of Promiſe is a meer Deluſion, 
and for no other uſe, than to begwile Souls : O what 
contempt, what diſhonour muſt all this caſt upon 
the Bleiied God, and what horrible wickedneſs muſt* 
the ? To make God 4 lyar (ſays a Learned Man) is an 
berriole” and execrable impicty : thereby we take that 
fem him which is moſt dear and proper to bim, O trem- 
ble, Soul, tremble at the Blackneſs and helliſhneſs of 
this Sin ! 
2. This Sin of refuſing Chriſt, is what is direalyp 
oppeſire to the higheſt Deſign of God for his own 
ory, and robs him of that Glory which is-moſt - 
dear ro him. What, my Beloved, was the higheſt 
deſign that ever God laid and carried on for his 
own Glory ? Verily, *ewas Chriſt, and the Salvation 
of Sinners by Chriſt : He deſign'd himſelf a Reve- 
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Feng making Cay ht ng he | 
> hdajlelf « Revefine of Gloryin allhe-does i 4 
The irhe Worltl : Bur that wherein he has ds YG 
the higheſt Revere of Glory ro humſelf, 1 
In of Chriſt, and- Salvation by Chrifts 
ER g evident from ' Epbeſ. 1. 11, 12, 14. It 
2&3 he, ſpeaking of Chriſt) we haze obtain Mi 
A RT hbSze ve; "being predeſtinated according to the pur 
þ6 £A who workheth all things according to the conn® 
Cf fibof: tas own Wil, that we ſbould be to the praiſe of hi 
"2G w; And again, - v. 14. wnto the-praiſe of bis Gloyye 
- by ke ern is this,. thar God's Glory -was his great er 
| + 1546 $r7 greg Chriſt, and our Salvation b 
bo alſo-thar in and by that diſpenſation he 
3; deſign the higheſt revenue of Glory to himſelf, 
£ pray obſerve; firſt, ,he calls ir, The praiſe of lis 
' bloty, the ſplendor and higheſt emanarion-of his 
Glory: (Secondly) He repeats this Deſign of God 
* totbe-prarſe of bis'Glory, and-again, to the praiſe of hif 
© Glory; 5- which-Zores this ro be his grand defign for 
” his Glory. Again, what is that Glory that is moſf 
F*-dear:to: God ?:Verily,/*tis the Glory of his Grace? 
Grace is his darling: Acrribute, and the Glory of his 
= Grace is'moſt dear to him : Hence this Has been pes 
**. oy y Eis defign in the whole of the Myſtery & 
AI 5% zSo the:ſame- Apoſtle tells us, "Ed. 1: & 
D o having before \ſpoken-of the grear'Myfteris 
"= ſtinaticn and Redemprion by Chriſt, here 
©6. rells you,. what was -God's great Deſign i 
EY Ill, viz. The praiſe of the Glory of his Grace : A 
£ Crowning ' of . Grace, and the  enthroniog” of 
: Is Godina;pechliar manr wy 
Noxs-if che higheſt. delign of God for his $ 


Wat vathe Myſtery. of Chrift; and outs 

: IS x wr of his Grace he moſt del 
_ oo aan, Wes 
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teftito fay, Thar: God'has lone ava It: 
6 Sinners  1n: the :diſpenſariou; of Cliriſt;% 
he.deſerves no Glory upon the - accouſit' ar” 
iſpenſarion This Js in effe@ ro-rell hiith, 't 32 
ther his Chriſt, nor his Grace in him, is worth mij rh 
ihe, worth receiving 3 and'thar we are no wayy b 
erco; him for. the one, or the other : And? 
whar-diſhonour muſt oy pn mars; ane k 
tohis Glory! And 
Sand: I'rrcmble at ir;and atthe blackneſs andhe 
Ine(s of . thac Sin; thar har ich ca let 
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i | :4- Conſider, Thar the: negle&' and refuſaÞ- 
| Griſt, is Sin which dire&ly and immediatly/n 7” | 
{ | Ers the-Soul, and danans it-eternally,. and thereftr@eg 
wuſt needs be a.great Sin 3: Thar:s _ chac does ts 
direaly and immediately. murder che Soul, 4 þ. 
ſiroy 54 erernally, muſt reeds be-a- greats Sing £s 
ſhould be greatly dreaded byus : And-whar Sinive/ 7 
thar docs thus,, but our-pegleRtand refuſal of *Chit oth 
And, ' Soul," rat chou,1may'ſt 'be the- more deeply; > 
onvigced of mY terioully weigh theſe: folk og. 
+ Firſt, Thar che negleR and refuſal-of Chriſti 
Sn, which rcje&s the only romedy of finfubSal 
poor Sinners are in. themielves dead, loft; wide 
axt periſhing for- ever: ...hey arc fick, and fel 
Death ; they are ſinful, and; fioſul tO- WA 
there 15 ove, ard! but one Remedy for them, and 
| Chriſt; Chriſt-and) his Blood;- Chriſt and Ws” © 
Grace, Chriſtand his Fulneſs; beſides this" There, 
| 8242.11: Gilead, no Phyſitian-thire for "harp ;- Withey", 
bi © Salvatiag in ary oth, A 14+- \Therefanes) 
\ # aing 
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| 8 _ He. 3 5 ae, and” as 
Beds able to ſave to the viryattermaſt, as the Sri 
tells us/:-Burt they by . rejefting of ' him, exclude” 
chemſcives from his ſaving Efficacy,. and fo thereby - 
'; Pong ode cheit own Souls. 
» That rhe vegleRt and refuſal of Chriſt is a Sin," 
apury all Any _ Sins faſt co him: 'Tis 
-# | ng which a- worthy Divine" 
"" © Wei Gay heoiich properly __ 
nds all a Man's Sins 
|} 1 pur oe piper Ti 

| ke Born d'of all our Guilt aud all 'our Miſery ; tha 
y p wich makes che Curſe cleave cloſe to us for ever : 
day's a Man remains in this Sin, 'ris impolſlible 
he ſhould be acquitred and diſcharged from the 
of any-one of all his Sins,” . *Tis (1 remember ) 
bo #'s obſervation upon thar place, Fohn 16. 8, gi 
rells -us,. That bis Spirit ſhall . conviac 
£2 World 9 'Sin, becauſe they belizve not in him : Chriſt 
Ks) fe bn the ſin of Infidelity in a. ſpecial 
; Ba auſe that fin remaining, . all aur other ſans 11- 
== ak So * but that being take away, all others. are Jugs 

ae... Fairh (as one of the Ancients /expf 
&t 01814 peccata, blots our all- Sins; bur click 
gbands all faſt upon .us : Hence that word, of 
vaſt, If 92 believz nob, ye ſhall die in your fins's i. &, 
br Sins ſhall cleave cluſe to you to the very Death, 
- Fob 8. BS. Thys will be further evident in rhe next 
py {IRS be killing and damming 

all Sin 

o Sin ſhall ever damn or deſtroy us, unleG we 
thereuuro the Sin . of Negle@Q- or Refuſal of 
5 true, every Sin is damning ;; Sun-with- 
Fi Nour : mod of 6 OD Boon. 
0 3F4 F Th 3 #4 
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Ga BE oy 4c ; =, He a 43.7 ' Done 
t, Heb. 1. 2, dere. uh Sin be dart 
yet whatever a Man's Sins We howch never ſon 
never fo great 3 enchfrprn ts 
'$ in caſe he receives and embraces Chrift : Nor ind 
-& can any of alla Man's Sins be faid to be the mn 
Uiace cauſe of his Dargnation, but his refulmng ory 
” Nt  Iycecd, malig Law, che Hu : 
- Caute of Mens was Sin 1n_ > 
Re: inder ce Golpel, the only. i ic cauls" Gy 
v3 Mens is the rejettion 0 Ce d his” 
Grace through unbelief: So much Chriſt himilel 
«tells us, in chat known place, Fobn 3. 18; wok 
belitueth on the Son, 1s not condemned ; but he that belle 
ws," is condemned already, becauſe be hath not it | 
the Name of the only, begotten 'Son of God: "md tl 
heveth on Chriſt, is not condemned : And w hy fo 
becauſe he has no Sins Cade MA 
becauſe Seen on Chriſt, all his Sins are g 
away : Bur 'be that belisveth; not on him, is co 
already : "And why ? Is it becauſe he is a Sin 
poor or becauſe his Sms are many, and 
?- No, bur b:cauſt be bath not belitved ont theÞ 
ode. begotten Son of God. The ſumof all wh 
.The immediate cauſe of Mens condemnation;*' 
this Sin, or that Sin, bur their cefuling of” Chriſte 
unbelicf : Hence you have ic fo frequenely® 
down the Goſpel; He that belitorth, W's; h #: 
He that belicveth not, ſhall be damned, and ey 
Well then;/if 'our rcfufing of Chriſt, * ber 
[EE of finful Souls 3 'S 2 
whar binds all a-Man's Sios faſt upon hiurs d 
_vone of all a Man's orher Sins, though =» 7 yg 
car, thould or 'could ever dann him, were 
be mari 
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$7 Th. *'> bs I 
; bake bath Joes meſt direQy and 
"= Marty murder the Soul: O how great a Sin 
> cher es hi ſpeak itro be! Murder is a great Sin, 

"Ar | Sod to be | mg by the Judg ; nor dowe 

Shook upon a Murderer fit to live : bur no Murder 
by like to Soul-murder, nor ſhould we ſuffer this Soul- 
* murderer tolive one moment. 
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5. Conſider, that the negle& and refuſal of Chriſt 
2 254 Sin, which argues you to be really in love with 
Sins, which truly and indeed chuſes Death ra- 
x r than Life, Toves Darkneſs more than Light, and 
=: Which leaves you withour the leaſt colour of excule, 
—_ com of appeal for ever : And O what a black 
= and horrid Sin muſt this then be ! A liccle of each, 
X pe I. This Sin of negle&ing and refuſing Chriſt, 1s, 
What realy argues you to be in love with your Sins, 
| e ſlight thoughts of them: For Men to 
BN Sin, bad ; but to have ſlight choughts of Sin, 
| H : bd to be in love with it, is much worſe. Sin being 
= apainft an infinice Good, even infinitely contrary to 
Fehe bleſſed God, hasin a ſort an infinite Evilin it: 
to be in love with that which has. an 1afinice 
vilin ir, O how dreadful a thing is this ! Yer tl. 
refuſal of Chriſt carries init : For, .pray mark, 
d not you flight thoughts of Sin, you would ncr 
"refuſe the pardon of Sin _ when offered you, bur 
account it worthy of alt acceprationz and 
e you not 1n love.with your Sins, Cf G tly 
"#7 in love with them, you would not Iaſe: 
3$ / $0 continue in your Sins ; much lefs would RA xC- 
| and reje& io great a Good, as Chriſt is, for.che 
e of your Sins, Should-a condemned Malckc- 
= Zor refuſe the King's free Pardon, wolild nor. this 
wh him to have . Night. choughts of Death, yea, 
Ny £10 love with. it,. and to prefer it before Liſe? 
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As clearl does our. ' Chriſi-ary 
Have Mi does your Sin, and tobe in love! 
it: O were you not in 2s with your i: 
would be glad of a diſcharge and deliverance Sram 
them, and would with all readine6 -and joytulnen 
embrace ir, when freely offer 'd to you, as in Chin: 
It-15, TR 
. 2.This Sin of. refuſing Chriſt,is what rruly andi w_ 
| deed ſpeaks you to love Darkneſs more than ; 
and to chuſe Death rather than Life : *Tis whar pre. 
fers Sin and Death before Chriſt, and Lite; 
Grace : O whar a black Sin then muſt ir-be?: This 
Chriſt himſelf afſerrs cancerning i, and that7aSany A 
high aggravation of ir, and what makes ir de : 
damning, fob, 3. 19. This 1s the Condemth 
Lies is come into the World, and Men love DarbweſWths 
ther than Light, . Chriſt, and rhe good ay 
Chriſt, are here called Lighrtz on- the others 
Sin and Death, Sin and the :Miferies thar atrem 
are called Darkneſs : Now (fays Chriſt) Menby 
belicf, and refuſing of Me, do declare, that x 
love this Darkneſs hefore- this Light : Men by & 
fing of Me, do inefte&love, ' chuſe, prefer Sin, 4 
Death, and Darkneſs, before Me, and my 
Me and rhart eternal Lite' which 1 would grve & 
O what a'Sin is this; Chit may :rruly fay'y = 
ners, as Moſes ro them | of Old; Drat. yo "u \ 
call Heaven and Earth to -record. this day, | 


Pa 


ſet before you Liſe av4 , Bleſſing and oft 
fore chufe Life; that ye may livi.: Now, for' OR 
chyſe Death, and.rejett Lite, ro chuſe| thei 
rcjeR the Bleſlivg 3. This is a dreadful/Sin in 
aud the more: dreaciful : Onxthe one hand, 

the Light js (o-lovely and anuable and on the 
An xbe Durknets 1 iO fo- odious and terrib 
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Pas er the before Darkneſs, 
hore forcible z Rf Chrift carneſtly de- 
pic, he graciouſly counſels ir, he ſtri&ly wr 
and =D _ keb than a whole _— of glo- 

able Happineſs depends upon it, 

|: Frhink of cheſe rhings ! 24 let vj 

3g: This Sin of refuſing Chriſt, is a Sin which 

F. eaves you . without the leaſt colour of excuſe, or 
2D of appeal for ever z which muſt argue it to 
great Sin indeed. Firſt, It leaves you with- 

"out che leaſt colour .of excuſe ; ; withour the leaſt 
s---ompt of excuſe for Sin; and without the leaſt co- 
: - of excuſe why you ſhould nor die for Sin: 
4 Chriſt himſelf 15 expreſs in, Fobn 15. 22. If I 

| wor wwe, and ſpoben to them, they had not bad 
* Si; but now they have no Cloak for their Sin : If Thad 
= - not come wid ſpoben to them, (viz. in the Goſpel) re- 
yelling my Father's Will, and ning a my Sclt 
-- and; my Grace to them 3 They had not had Sin; 1.e. 
Io Ggreat Sin; But now they have no Cloak, no ex- 
& for their Sin, Now. they bave no pretence to 
make, nothing whegewith to colgur or exrenuate 
"thew Sin, The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt, leaves 
2 alrogether inexcuſable, and it will do ſo to be 
in the laſt Day : O when God, inthe Day of 


» BAighccous Judgrtent, ſhall demand of Men that 
* have ved under the Goſpel, Why they finned, and 
/ Ivy fn ? why they are found in their Sins ? ? and 
found m their Sins, y they ſhould not die 
: Sorever? Whar, will they have to fay, by wor of of 
Et E: cul or Apology for themſelves ? Verily, -nc- 
img ; but will be ſpeechleſs, as he is ſaid ro be Mat. 
= 12. They can't ſay, they were not warned of 
"he Evitof Sin; they can'r ay, that Pardan and 
Ation were nor offered them ; they can't ay, 
Rr yes: Dor full, and er, an ns. 
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they can'r fay, 


nor can they fa 


hey Es co HY Mat .* 
hey will ha 0 Df cond! te ns 
r ven ro ſay. y, It Jeanne” 
you without the leaſt room .- place of appent tor 4 
ever. 1 may ſay here, as 'is ſaid in anorher calls”? 
1 $47. 2.25. If one Man ſis aginft another, the -j 
ſhall judg him : but if a Man fin againſt the Lars | 
ſhall intreat for him ? So if a Man (in againſt che Law  * 
by tranſgrefſing of it, he may appeal to rhe Go 
and the Grace of Chriſt chere : Bur if a Man 
againſt Chriſt and his Grace offer'd in che Goſpel”? 
where then ſhall he appeal? Verily, there 15 no Ar 7 
peal to be made, no Relicf to be found for him.” 
a Man be Condenin'd at the Seat of Juſtice, "= 
having ſinned againſt the Law, he may appeal wat. 
the Mercy-Seat, the Throne cf Grace, and nag” 
ſweer Relief ; bur if he Sin againſt the Mercy-Seat,” : 
and the Throne of Grace, then he has nothing t@22 
appcal ro, that may adminiſter Relief ro him. Nowe 
by refufing of Chriſt, we ſin againſt che Thrang ape? 
Grace, we pull down, what jn us lics, the M Fc bs 
Seat : and where then ſhall we Appeal ? © contider = 
theſe things, and learn by them to dread thisSin af 
refuſing Chriſt, I night ſay much more ta come = 
vince you of the hainous Evil of it 3 bur ler: thas 3 
ſuffice : Sure I am "tis enough too 3 and had ene 7 
due ſenſe of ir upon our Spirics, it would mall we 
tremble ar it for ever, 14.2 

3- Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chiral: 7 
Then give not way to the diſcouragements of Sente, 3 
but hear up thy Soul upon che Encouragements.of -- 
Faith, upon ſuch Goſpel-Principles and Conhdgndett 
tions, as do tend to draw Sinners to Fairhin Chr 
Poſſibly, upon reading and conſidering the 
miſery of thy . Condition without Chriſt, and mn” 
dreagfut hainouſneſs of oy, Sin and Guile, 
ERS 3 Bs. 
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Ir andfrequent refufing of him, diſcouragements 
-. meta few may ariſe within: and indeed, no ſooner 
= uſually does a poor Soul look rowards Chriſt,or think 
- of clofing with him in a Marriage-Covenant, bur 
- preſently multirudes of Diſcouragements ariſe to 
© gerer him: therefrom, O, ſays he, what a mon- 
” ftroosSinner am I ! How have [ deſpiſed Chriſt and 
© his Grace ! How long have T ſtood ir out againſt 
him ! I have ſerv'd my Luſts'all my days, and re- 
- yeced his Calls. To whar purpoſe do I now talk of 
> [clofing with him? Theſe, and mulcitudes of ſuch 
> He Diſcouragements do ariſe inthe Soul ; which 
#.-dcing'given way to, do cffeftually keep him from 
| +Ehrifi : But if ever, Soul, thou wouldft attain to 
- Union and Communion with him, thou muſt ſhur 
Fhine Eyes and Hear: too agaizſt all Diſcouragements 
"of rhis Nature z-2nd though rhey preſs it upon thee, 
ainand again, yer thruſt them our, fixing chine 
and*Keart. upon che Encouragements of Faith ; 
well mich: in the thoughrs of on, and bear up 
* thy SouF upon ſuch Gofpet-Principles and Conſide- 
- rations, 2s, do tend to weaken Unbelicf, and beger 
.. FaitHfin the Soul: And for thy help herein, I ſhall 
* mention ſome of theſe Encouragements of Faith, or 
| > {fey which I would have thee to be 
| and frequent] inthe contemplation of, 


p- 


Wat * 


I, | The firſt Goſpel-Principle, or Encouragement 
» of Faith, which thou Hy) bear up thy Soul up- 
on,” and be frequent in the contemplation of, is 
8: chis ; Thar there's a Rich, a Glorious, and an over- 
+ towing Fulnefs of all Good treaſured up in Chriſt 
x poor Smners; and that his Grace does; abun- 
cat ny excecd borh'our Wants and Sins. *Tis-the 
EZ Work. and Nature of Unbelief, to little and.limic 
By, Falneſ of Chriſt 1 in the Eye of the "hom Ic 

ws 


.- , . 
cn *” 


wo” 
x 


the Sonl's E ſpouſal to Chriſt, 143 
ſhews the Soul the multitude of his Sins and Wants, - 
but ir conceals and locks up Chriſt's Treaſure and 

Fulneſs: And, whatever we pretend, the ground 

of our not cloſing with Chriſt, ar leaſt one principal” 
one, 1s this, that we doubt of hits Fulneſs, we do. % 
not-ſce enough in Chriſt ro ſupply all our Wants, 73 
and relieve our Diſtrefſes : Unbcliet perſwading us, % 
that Chriſt is nor the Chriſt the Scripture repreſents 
him to be. Bur, Soul, away wirh all ſuch Appre-* 3 
henfions, and dwell thou in the contemplation of - 
Chriſt's infinite Fulneſs : Look ro him, as one 1nfti- 
nitely able to ſupply thy Wants, to pardon thy Sins, 
to heal thy Maladlies, to ſubdue thy Luſts, ro fanQi» 
fy thy Heart, and to fave thy Soul eternally : Look 
upon him, as the Scripture repreſents him ; The 
Scripture rells thee, That it pleaſed the Father, that 
i him ſhould all Fulns8 dwell, Col. 1. 19. All ful- 
neſs of Grace and Life, all fulne(s of Peace and Par- * 
'don,. all fulneſs, of Righteouſneſs and Salvatignsz 3 
There js in Chriſt, nor only, a fulneſs of Abundance,” 

bur of Redundance, an ovgtlowing Fulneſs, a Fal-"* 
neſs infinitely ſuperabounding-our Sins and Wants, 
The Scripture tells us,” That bs 2s able to ſave unto the 
very uttirmoſt all that cog? unto'Gad by bin, Heb.q.2g., 3} 
Save, able ro fave, able to fave to the urtermaſt; 2 
and that not one or two, but- all char come ume . * 
God by him. The Scripture ſpeaks of Chriſt's aw- 

ſearchable Riches, Epheſ. 3. 8. The Ocean of his . 
Grace, 15 nor to be ſounded by rhe longeſt Line of 

ti& largeſt creared Underſtanding : Paul experien-- 
ced che” tuperabounding Fulneſs of Grace, and. has ©: 


left jr upon Record for our encouragement 3 1 Famed 
I. 14. Tit Grace of our Lord was exceeding abungal ty 
it was more than enough. 1 found more Graces 


Chicift (as one expreſſes ic) chan I knew what tals 
do withal: And yer, what was this Pau! ? fimſelt7 
| G 4 tells 
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Fi - The beſt March y Or, 
rc?) you in the verſe before and after, he was a 
* RPlaſp'remer, a Perſecutor, and the chief of Sinners 5 a 
Man every way of as many Sins and Warts as thou 
- art. Accordingly view him, and bear up thy Soul 't 
+ .in-ke Face of all Diſcouragements. Reaſon thus Þ 
with thy {cf True, my Condition is fad, my Wans || | 
are exceeding many, and my Sins exceeding great. Þ}, 
Bur, what chen ? Is there no Balm in Gilead ? Is there ! 
70 Ph;/:1. there 2 Ts not Chriſt able to ſave me, and 
thar to che utmoſt, notwithſtanding all. Look; 
- © my S-ul, yonder is ſweer Jeſus upon the Throne, 
at che Fathcr's right Hand, full of Grace and Truth ; 
look upcn 11m, and confider : What are all thy 
Wants :0 his Riches and Fulneſs ? What are all thy 
Miſerics and Diſtreſſes, ro his Bowels of Mercy ? 
Whar are all thy Sins to the Merit of his Blood ? 
thy Provocatiors to his Satisfation ? Were th 
Wants more and greater than they are, his Fulneſs 
>. could ſupply rthemall; were thy Sins greater and 
> marc hainous than they are, his Blood could cleanſe | 
> hee from all : The Blogi! of Feſus op cleanſeth from 
all £in, 1 Joh.1. 7. There is infinitely more worth 
in his Merits to pardon and juſtify thee, than there 
1s Evil in thy Sirs trodamn and deſtroy thee : True, 
I havea Fourt-in of Sin, and Guilt, and Death in 
= me; Bur here's a deeper Fountain of Grace, and 
+. Life, and Righteouſneſs in him. See, O my Soul, 
fee how vaſt and large his Treaſures of Grace and 
Glory are, and bear up thy ſelf upon them. O 
did Sinrers dwell more in the view of the glorious 
Fulneſs of Chriſt, rhey would be more in love wich 
him; and hereby would counter-work and under- 
Emine Unbelicf 1n one of its greateſt Arrifices, 
Ewhercby it keeps Souls from him. I ſhall here, for 
E*thy Encouragemert only, ſubjoin the Saying of a 
*-werthy Divine 3 _* Chriſt ( ſays he ) can, and 3; 
| "4 = Cy þ 
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. the Sonl*s Eſpouſal ro Chriſt, "ta 7 
thecometh him well ro give more than my narrow: -, 
(Foul can receive, If there were ren thouſand: 
(thouſand millions of Worlds, and as many Hea-- 
iyens full of Men and Angels, Chriſt would not be 
i pinched ro ſupply all their Wants, and co fill theny 


tall, Chriſt is a Well of Life ; but who knowerh +: 
t how deep it is to the borrom ? G 


- 


a. The ſecond Goſpel-Principle or Enco 
ment of Faich which thou ſhould'ſt bear up thy Soul 
pon, and be frequent in the contemplation of, is 

153 That as there is ſuch a glorious and 1nexhau- 
ſtible Fulneſs in Chriſt, fo this Fulneſs is in him, 
not for himſelf, bur to be diſpenſed and communi- 
cared to poor Souls coming to him, True ( may 
the Soul ſay ) here's Fulneſs enough, Riches and 
Treaſures enough of all Good in Chriſt : but what's 
this ro me, or wherein does it concern me ? Where- 
in docsglg concern. thee? Why, *ctis wholly thy: 
Concer*and the Concern of ſuch as thou art:: 
For wharever Fulneſs he has in him, "cs treaſur'd 
up in him for Souls, for Sinners, yea, for che worſt 
of Sinners. How ſweet is that word, Pſal. 68. 18. 
where, ſpeaking of Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt rells us, 
That be bath recetued Gifts for Men : He bath rectived:; 
Gifts 5 i. e, He has a fulnets of all Good in his Hand, 
and at his diſpoſe, and this for Men : I bur T am a 
Devil, ( fays the Soul ) a Rebel; and what's this tor 
me? Obſerve what follows, and thou wilt fund it 
concerns thee, yea thee eſpecially z Hi bath recejuig- 
Gijts for Men, yea, for the RebeDious alſo. Hence alfor .-* 
is, that he 13 ſaid ro be made Head ptr all things $#: 3 
the Charch, Epheſ.1.22». Ht has all Fulwfſs dwelling in: 
biz, but 'ris as anHed 
and ſervice ot-che Boe 
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alfthings ro: the Charch';, Le, For the»Churches Uſe Þ fic 
And: Service, of which he is Head. Take a view ofty 
alt rhac Fulnek that js.1n Chriſt, and 'cis all as much: Fhi: 
and as really. tor che Le and Service of ſuch as come” | t; 
- wihism, andare made Members of his Body, as the I i: 
E = Trealures ard Endowments of the natural Head, [| N 
© - are for the Ute and Seryice of the Natural Body,and' I fat 
rhe Members thereof. And OC what an Encourage- Þ ge 
© MenT 15 this ro Faith? *Tis the Olfervation of a BH 
| nee Man upon the place laſt quoted: * Leſt uf 
fays he ) we fhauld thmk this great Glory of {Di 
y fork ro be a thing that does not concern us, he is Gr 
© here declar'd ro Le conſtituted and appointed by: Nye 
£ rhe. Father to te the Head of the whole Church, Is, 
Well then, Soul, bear ap thy ſelf upon this En- Phi 
couragement ; Say, look, O: my” Soul, look unto: I hat 
ſixeer Jeſus, who harh received Gifts tor Men: L; 
View-him. as.one thar has received a fulnels of all Þ 25 
- Grace fromthe Father, on purpoſe ro begglſpens'd | or 
- © armd:communicarted to thee, and to ſuch as Mou art, | 
- Hehas Life in him, and he has it for thee 3 he has 
Beaceand Pardon in him, and he has 1t for thee; 
he has Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glory: 
whim,” and ke has it for thee, and for ſuch as thou 
rs and therefore go to him, expe all from him, 


T The third Goſpel-Principle or -Encourage- 
ment of Faich, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy: 
Soul upon, and dwell much in the contemplation 
af, -is this 5; + That there 15 a perte& freedom. and) 
"ems por in Chriſt,: yea,. tis cycn getwine and) 
 wdtural 20 himrobeſtow timſcif, with all Ss cot 
© rjous Riches and: Fulneſs, upon np pres 
+ to. him. -Chriſt-(as you heard) chis ul 

Lean ends: ſo you haveiit expreſty, Col, 1 
64 - Now- as 'es Kg Soong 
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th: Shuts Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 147" 4 


e {ficad to miniſter Influence to the Members ; fo "cs: 
xftven genuine and natural to Chriſt to communicate 
h* Fhis Grace to poor Souls, Befides, all that Fulneſs 
& {thatis in Chriſt, "tis in him nor as God only, bur as 
& {Man : *Tis depoſited and treaſured up in his Humane 
I, Eature: It pleaſed the Father, that in hin ſh14ld all 
d' Bſns dwell, Col. 1. 19. Is him, 1. e. ( as a Lear- 
4 
ſt 


zed Man expounds it) in th: Man Chriſt, or iz that 
Humane Nat wet in which h: dizd and tranſa6id the Buſt=. 
wfs of 017 Saluatioz, *Tis true, the Gocthead or 
# E Divine Nature, is the firſt Spring or Fountain of a!l 
Ss Grace; but the Humane Nature of Chriſt 1s, as ir 
y: vere, a ſecond Spring and Fountain of Grace ; that 
t Bs, a Treaſury or Storehouſe, wherein all Grace 1s 
- Flaid up forus. Hence "cis ſaid, Toat as 1: Father 
oO [bath Liſs in bimſelf, ſorhe hath given to the Son to have 
: | Life bn vimſelf ;, becauſe he is the Son of Man, Joh: 5. 
Il Þ 25, 27. Chriſt as God hath Lite, 4. c. all Grace 
d | originally and independently 1n him, as tlic Father -, 
 Slath : Indeed as God, he 15 in the fame: infinite 
and independent, Fountain of Life and Grace withy- 
tie Father :  Byt 'tis as Man that he is-ſaid ro have-. 
pe and. Grace given to him. The Sum then is, 
at that glorious Fulnels of Grace thar is in Chriſt- 
for Sinners, -is fouutain'd up in his Humane Nature, 
and being tountain'd up-1n his: Humane Nature, 
rt will, and,can't but flow, yea, overtlow roo, up—- 
on-. poor Souls: that caſt crhemſelves upon him;.,; 
The crutch 15, *Tis,£o- charge Chriſt wich unkindnefs. . 
add unfaichfulneſs both-ag once, to ſuppoſe him un-- 
wiling to. communicate Himſelf and his Fulneſs to 
Unners coming to him, And, Soul, canſt thou finds; 
t.thy Heart to lay ſo black a-Charge, upon fo ſweer-: 
xl goods Chriſt ? 'Tis rhe-Way and/Work. of the 
pevil and Unbelicf, tpperſivade Souls,” char Chriſt: | 
MD. not receive them, -nor communicatehis - SZ 
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banc Fulnefs to them, though they ſhould come to 
him 3 which they endeavour ro do, from the confj- 
deration of his Greatneſs and Holineſs, rogether 

wirh their Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs. Chriſt, ſay they, 
is choice and peculiar in his Love and ReſpeRs, as 
great Perſons uſe to be : He will know his diſtance, 
=. and he will make Sinners know theirs : Bur, Soul, 
L- deal with this, as from the Devil and Unbelief; re- 
--  jetitasa Reproach thrown upon Chriſt, and dwell 
; much in the contemplation of his infinire willing- 
* nies to receive and fave the worſt of Sinners that 
”> come to him. Reaſon ita little with thy ſelf : Why 
did he become Incarnate ? Why did he bleed and 
- die? Why does he wo, and wait, and offer, and 
call, and ſtrive with Sinners to win them to 
himſelf ? Does it not all argue a willingneſs and rea- 
' dineſs in him to give forth,both himſelf and his Ful- 
nels rothem ? 
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- 4+ The fourth Goſpel-Principle, or E 
=. ment of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear upthy Soul J 
* - upon, and dwell much in rhe conmemplarion of, is | | 
* © his: Thar the only Spring and Principle of aff 
that ever Chriſt does for poor Sinners, from, firſt ro | 
"laſt, 3s from his own Soveraign Grace and Love, f _ 
=*Twas his Love that brought him down from Hex | 
-xen, and that led him our to bleed and de for them, 
Hence, Epheſ. 5. 25. he is fandtoloue bis Church, and 
give himſelf for it, "Tis his Love, his free Love, that 
tirſt draws them ro himſelf, and allures them into 
Covenant with him : I h2ve loved thee with an tca- 
| w laſting Lev! ; therefore with loving kindneſs bave 1 drawn 


race, Jer. 31.3. Tis his Lovethat receives them, 
that pardons them, that beſtows Life and Salvation 
upon them. - Hence all is ſaid to be of Grace, eve 
the-whole of our Salvarion, Ephe/.2.8. fo— 
4 bY | re prt+ 
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|: gut el much in the conte 7 mage of, 15s this : 
r*the grear Defign of Chriſt in all his Under- 
for, and Diſpenſarions towards Sinners, is 
” ettraing and enthroning of his own Grace; 
_ ind the more vile, finful, and forlorn a Wrerch 
art, the more will his Grace be enthroned and 
* HMbftraredin thine acceptance with him. Chriſt in 
» his dealings with, and for Sinners, does not only a& 
= from a Principle of Soveraign Grace, but in all he 
- Farrtes, on a' Deſign ro encfone that Grace of his, 
| ro make it glorious for ever ; yea, and he as, 
C ofa fuicably ro ſuch a Defign. *Tis not whar 
E. fach and fuch Sinners do, or do not deſerve, (ſays 
4 ) that I am to mind, but what my Grace can 
Ger them, and what wilt make moſt for the Glo- 
of that Grate, whar vill ſer che bripheeſt Crown 
Its. Heat! ;* This is evident, Eph]. 1. 6, 12, 14. 
| was opened before upon another occaſion : 
+ Mence thofe whom; he faves, he ſaves in ſuch a way, 
Z moſt lift” up "his own Grace, his Defign 
| IT beittg, that Grace might ttign, as you have it 
Rom, 527. Herice dy readof. his juſtifying the Un- 
vi Rom. 4. 8. * He Will have his Grace triumph 
every Sout whbm he faves. 'Now what ay cn- 
ragement is this.to Faith? Chriſt not only” fits 
a2” Throne of Grace, but alſo his defign it 
ep with Sinners, is to ſer his Grace upon the 
Throne. Smner,” the more vile and finful thouart, 
the —H v4 fuitable 'it is ro Chriſt's Deſign ro-ſave 


for” the mqre vile and: finful thou. art, he 
by kb and Glory” will 11is.Grace Fe 


tionand Salvation by hint”: "TRE fnore Vile 
and finful thou art, the greater will be thE A 
tion Hong Grace on Chriſt's Jars in ball par 


rion, * 
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the Souls Efporiſal to'Chrit. wit 
that is ſuch am:Enemy as thou art 5 how- will thifs-*© 
declare the glorious: Riches. of this Graee, is hi& 
view both of Men and Angels? This will fhew forth: *, 
the excezding Riches of bis Grace, as the Expreſſions, © -3 
Epbeſ. 2.7. And rhe more vile and ſinful thowarr, © ; 

the greater will be the Admirarion of Grace for} 
ever.on thy part : Where much is forgiven, ehier& © 
will be the recurn of much Love, mich- Praiſeg.. + 
Lub.7.47, Owhoam I (fays the Soul, when opjee® 
received'to Mercy, though more than ordinary vife 
and/{infal) whoam1, that I ſhould find-Gface in 
Chriſt's tight ? Whar, ſuch a Rebel, and- yer par-/ 
don'd ? Such an Enemy, and yer reconciFd ? Suctia-.: 
black Devil, and yer waſh'd, and made white th the” 
Blood of the Lamb? Such a Fiend of Hell. and vet 
made'a Favourite ot Heaven? Such a filchy = 
med Wretch, and. yet taken into the pure and loyely. - 
Bofom of ſivect } ESUS ?'O' Grace, Grace ®How 
rich and free 1s Grace ? and O whar praiſe a d- 
lelyjahs will rhece be-runced upon the Tongues and* 
Sprries of ſuch ro God and the LAMB for ever? 
When therefore thou wouldſt go to Chriſt, and dif® 
couragements ariſe: ro: keep: thee back from: him,” ' 

thou-ſhould dwell in the rhougfts of, and bear uip* » 
thy: Soul ' upon this conſideration, reaſoning thug” © * 
with thy (ſelf; True, Iama vile 'Wretch, rhe chief 
of Sinners, one on all accounts worthy robe ah-it * 
hore'd;. and caſt off by Chriſt : Bur whar then? 
Chriſt: a&s- rowards Slaners ,- purely front a 
Principle of: Grace and Love 5 | he tegards neither” 
worthines, nor -Unworthmeſ 5 whether & great 
Jnaer ord Inte Sinner; 'tis:'all oncird Hin a$'ite? 
his acceprapg of me.Noreover;his Defign 5 tocrown/ 
lis Grace,- and render that glorious ; and the more' 
vilo'1 am, 'rHe rhore char Deſign of his! will -eake-jm © * 
. pe pn. and Salvation :' TL——_ 4 
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Fo. * 6 The fixth Goſpel-Principle, or Encoura 
of Faich, which thou dſt bear up 
: HE pon, and dwell much in the contemplation of 
"27s : Thar *cis the Glory and PerfeRion of Chriſt, 
£85 Mediacor, to receive Sinners, and to give out 


| { 


| 


andelf and his Fulneſs to them, when they come Þ|;, 


: Tc kim, - This, if rightly weighed, will mightily. 
ip.on Faith, and lift the poor Soul over his Dif-. 
duragements, into the Boſom and Embraces of 
(Cbrift,, To underſtand ic aright, you muſt know, 


x Chriſt has a two-fold Glory and PerfeRion n 


= The'Glory and Perfe&ion of his Perſon, as he is the. 
— San:of God : and the Glory and Perfe&ion of his 
Ode, as he 1s Mediator and Head of the Second 

nor. pg np PerfeRion of his Perſon, ,, 

15 inftnitely complear and ; 


£ hevJon of God, t 
Tull, that  admics neither of diminution uor aug- 
_mencation,. bzing unchangeably the fame for ever. 
S x, che Glory ws Perfeion of his Office, - as Me- ., 
+ acor, that in a great 
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| -19bya Sinners co himſelf, and { 
iem z che more full and comp I 

) his Mediarory Honour pe PerfeRion, 
ſence alſo Sainrs are faid to be the Gloy of Civih, Ch, 


1C#.8.23. As Chriſt alone is their Slory, fo | DS: 
o are his Glory: And how his Glory? Not © Ay 
ectuſe rhey do, or ſhould aRually glorify him, "14 
Wo becauſe he has received chem, and laid our o 
e upon rhem ; and *cis his Grace only chat” 4 
7 s forgh in them. Hence thar Obſervation of ©. = 
win upon the place, They (ſays he) that exeel m__ wo 
| Grace and Holineſs, they peculiarly are the F: 2 
; becauſe they have nothing but by free Gift « 3h 
«4 | 
ms, Hence alſo Chriſt rells us, char be «MA 
# thcm, John 17. 10, And he ſays expreſly, That the” 
E-. ſhall glonfy him, becauſt be Pal reeepue of ee 3 
ad give ir wito us, John 16, 14. Byall which 6 at S 
-Iqpezrs, thar *cis the lory and PerſeQion of Chr 2 
78 Mediator,” to receive NY en comin to ht "3 
I to beſtow himſelf 'and his Grace upon | 07 
brt, my Beloved, all rhar ever Chriſt has. « ' 
ifir; 2nd is made of God to poor Sinners 3 dl tin 2 
"$155, and all his Offices, as Mediator, do reveite © 
gar ulrimare PerfeRion in their full Tafluences on” 46 
#nd our Salvation. And as Chriſt receives his 3 
ne and Denomixation of a Saviour, from his © 
larion to, and 2fing for poor Sinners to 
d fave chem; fo the PerteRion of this Offize, and” 
ole Atts of his,do lie in the full accom iſkunene of" : 
r Salvation : And indeed, they would all be but: - - & 
In and weak Ads, ſhould he net fully ſave_us 37 
mr} to him, O what Encouragemetit is eo” 08 
2nd how miſt tyabellf fink and ds DNR 
on, if rightly improved! True © © 
hy, the Soul xy) I am vile Sinful, and uno, He, 
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bur *cis the Honour of Chriſt to receive me 3 "ts [fl 
his Glory to beftow himſelf and his Grace upon me; nil 
*tis his Perfe&ion, as Mediator, to accept and ſave Py? 
me, and ſuch as I am; and-therefore why ſhould] 
be diſcouraged ? I will go to him, and caſt my (elf the 
upon him, Thus bear up your Souls upon, and en- 
courage your Faith with theſe Goſpel-Principles, 
* whrch'15 greatly neceſlary, and will nor a little B+ 
conduce to an Eſpouſal between Chriſt and you, 


: | 
- 4+ Wouldeſt thou indeed be Eſpouſed'to Chriſt? JK 
Then take heed of alt Jcaloufics of him, -aod Pre- ſe1 
Judices againſt him ;_ and be ſure ever ro maintain * 
right thoughts of him. One of the great Deſign ed 
of Saran, .and one of the moſt curſed work ings of Þ'*" 
Unbelief, is ro prejudice Souls againſt Chriſt, andj** 
to fill them with hard jealous. thoughts of him.; 
which if they can prevail in, they nfallibly keep theſV 
'Soul from cloſing with him in a Marriage-Covenang, Þ 
Tf 4 Woman _ OE, and hard Thoughts of. af 
Mat), and be filled with Prejudices againſt him, 
15 never like to enter into a Marriage-Covenant withÞ® 
him. And no more will a Soul cloſe with Chriſtup® 
a Marriage-Covenant, as long as he is filled with hard 
Thoughts of him, and Prejydices againſt him;F 
Watch therefore againſt this.” The Devil, rogerharſt** 
with the unbelief of our own Hearts,will fra:ne upd | 
thouſand ſtrange Notions and Repreſencarions 4" 
Chriſt in the Soul, thereby ro prejudice us aga 
"Chriſt ; but take heed of all theſe, and be ſure u 
"maintain righr Thoughts and Apprehenſions of hun 
Particularly here take only two things, + 

F.. Be ſure'to maintain hoyourable ;Thoughts 
' his Perſon': Look upon him as a Perſan of-Glay 
and as having: all Excellencies in him. *Tis og 
Work and Nature of [Ulnbelief, to darken ard on” 
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& {cure the Perſon of. Chriſt, ro make thar appear 
. Irile and conteniprible 1n the eye of the Soul, where- 
. y it does effetually ſtrengthen ir ſelf within him': 
; [ard indeed, there is nothing more prevalent to keep 
jf {the Soul from Chriſt, chan an Ignorance of, or Pre- 
dice againſt his Perſonal Worth and Excellencies; 

This was that which made the Jews fo generally re- 

et him : They ſaw 10+ Beauty in him for which thay 

bald deſire bim, nor did they diſcern Form or Comelintfs 

wn bi, and therefore rejeted him, I/a. 53. 1, 2. 

2 Flhey look'd no turcher chan the ourward Form, the 
 Yicil of his Fleſh 3 rhey ſaw ror his Divine- Beaury 
d Glory, and fo deſpiſed him. _ And, -my+Belo- 

d, unleſs we look within this Vetl, and-come t6 

"of new and contemplate him, as a Perſon of Glory, 
nd 1 alſo ſhall rezet him to our eternal Perditiom 

g.;Þfray obſerve, *tis the Perſon of Chriſt that puts -, 

the Worth and Virtue into all his Doings, and- all-tit 

nz, Pallerings 3 all his Offices, and all his Promiſes-: *Ths - 

(4 be Worth and Excellency of his Perſon, ett 

mkes his Blood ſo precious, his Promiſes fo Feet, 

hh 6 Righreouſneſs ſo glorious, his Grace ſo efheaci> 

ras, his Love ſo endearing : 'Tis the Worth and Ex- 

arÞ{Kleney of his Perſon, thar gives Authority to al 

mÞ*x Commands of Faith, and does aw the Heart to 

harfivedience 3 and 'tis rhe Worth and Excellency of 

nas Perſon that is ore of the moſt powerful -Artre- 

fÞives to draw and allure the Hearts of -the Sons of 

nf {en to him :-if therefore his Perfon be underva«- 

- wifed,. if the Dignity arid Glory of thar be niet ſeen, 

in are never hike to enter into a Marriage-Covenant 

Ach him, Therefore, Soul, if ever thou wouldft 

| Wopouted ro this Chriſt, always maintain honow- 

wie Thoughts of his Perſon :-Bebotd his Glory, as the 

Wy. of- the only-begotten of the Father ; and beg hith 

Wore and more to reveal his Perfonal Worch and 


xcellencies to.tiice, 2, Be, 
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- 2, Be ſure always to maintain good Thoughts UF 
his Ways, Kingdom, and Government : Admit nog 
of one | of Chriſt, as if he were an 
ſevere-Husband ; as if he carried it with Rige 
andSeverity rowards his Spouſes : If che Devil al 
Unbelicf fail in their orher Attempts, then they en 
deavour to prejudice Souls againſt Chriſt, perſwad 
ing chem thar he is an hard Maſter, an auſtere Hut | 
band, thar rules with intolerable Rigour and Severi 
ty : I know, fays he in the Goſpel, that thou waſt uſe 
auſtere Man, Mar. 25. 24. And hereby the Soul lf 
ſcared off from Chriſt, But, Soul, as ever. thi 
would'ſt be eſpouſed to him, take l:ced of any ſuch 
Jealouſte of him, or Prejudice againſt him, keeppT 
ing up good Thoughts of Aim and his Ways, Hull 
and his Government; and be much in conremplaring 
the ſweerneſs both of Him and his Ways, Is 
+ . ſevere? Pray where lies his Scverity ? Does 
+> call you to bezr his Yoak? He does, bur ris an cali 
he Yoak : Does he enjoyn you co bear his Burthen? | 
-- Joes, bur'tis a light Burthen : My Toak is tafie, © 
=. ay Burthes is light, Mat. 11. 29, 30. Does he 
= - peayou ſhould take up the Crols-? He docs, þ 
> > is fweer Croſs.a gaintul Crofs,an honourable Croſs 
” . @CroGrthatis inlaid with Love, and overlaid wilt 
> Divine Sweerneſs; a Crols thar has a Crows annexÞ! 
© tO it, even «4 Crown of Life, Rev. 2.10, A Crof 
=;  Qthatis aCrownhere ; for 'cis an honour to ſuffer 
"7 Cheiſt, Atls g. 41. And a Croſs that will gre: 
_ "Ad brighten that our Crown hereafter, Mat. 5. 
- 4 Blcſſed are ye, whin Men ſhall vcvide you, 
- e you; for great is yow Reward in Heaven. 1 
call you to perform ſuch and ſuch Services ? WF" 
does, but withal he gives you ſtrengrit- ro perk 
-— - -them, belping you Infrmities by his good Spirit, Bu 


8. 26, and incaſc you fail, and come ſhort in 
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of what he calls for, What then >? Why then, he 
wes and ſpares you, as 4 Father doth his Sen that ſer- 
hiz 3 he over4eoks your Failings: and DefeQs, 
3.17. Can you do nothing, only you have 2 
ind ro ſerve him? Why then, he accepts of that 
i\il:g Mind according to what you bavt ; and not accord- 
to what you have not,, 2 Cor. 8. 12. When you 

't pour out a Prayer, a Sigh, a Groan is acc 


led by him. Will he have the Throne in you, and 


| ide 1:1 your Souls ? He will ; bur this way of rule 
moſt ſweet; for he rules with Love, and he re- 
udards wich Life; and he gives a Throne for a Throne, 
epAThrone in Glory for a Throne in your Souls : 
*Mbar ſhall I ſay ? His ways ave all ways of pleaſantneſs, 
indld bis Paths are all Peace, Prov. 3.17. And Ovhar 


 hytaſure, what _ what ſolace and fatisfaRtion 
Soul is there to be found in walking in them ! 


1a word, his. whole Scrvice, 1s perfe& Freedom, 
ad chere is no true Freedom bue in his Ways and 
vice, 'Tis a great ſaying which I have read in 
of the Ancients, Who (fays he) would cat Ridgn? 
wie wouldſt thou reign a 1p ? . Serue hird Feſus, and 


ſhalt reign, becauſe to ſirue bim us true reignings 
ou ſce, there 1s no juſt reaſon for hard 
sWhoughts of Chriſt in this reſpe&, bur rather the 
| eh Accordingly anſwer, and throw off all 
ſe black reproaches,which the Deviland Unbelief 
upot! this goed Lord ; and be ſure to maineain 
. nÞ$04 Thoughts of him, and his Ways, which will 
a little -conduce to tlie promoting of an Eſpouſal 
mreenhim and thee. 
5? W's. Would'ſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to 'Chriſt ? 
vrilflhen ſtudy and conremplace much how -. infinitely 
Lancful and acceprable Chriſt is : Sinners know not, 
if they know, rhey conſider nor, who, or whae 
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Fits; the mind nos how acceptable a Good, © 1} 
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he is to Souls; and therefore rhey (light him : Hef 
thou known, ſays Chriſt ro-the Woman, the. Gift ff 
God, aud who it 5 that fpraketh to thee, thou woult 
bave askt bin, and he would hte given thee liv 
Waters, Joh. 4. 10. Truly did Men know Chriff 
and his mfmite rE—_ they would rut dy 
him, and cloſe with him in a Marriage-Covenanty 
Study therefore:and comemplate this much,therewl# 
poſſeſing thy Soul with a deep fenfe of it. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking but of one Truth concerning Chri 
tells us; *ris worthy of all Acceptation, 1 Tim. 1.46% 
And if ſo, what Acceptatjon muſt Chriſt himſdF* 
ea Chriſt, with all his Trurchs, and all his Treaſure 
th, be worthy of? And -how ſhould our Soul 
cleave ro him, and rake him into our Embrace F® 
Thete are, among others, five things which ſpeak 
# Good ro be eminently grateful and acceprableſ® 
Worth and Excelleny ; Uicfulneſs and. Serviceabl ” 
neſs ; Suirablencſs and Conveniency 3 Sweetneſs ang® 
Delight ; Durableneſs and Unchangeableneſs in all{ *< 
all which-are found int Chriſt, who renders Hin 
and his.Love to us. D, 
.- 4. :There is Worth and Excellency in Chriſt, ya 
incomparable Worth and Excellency, The Apolil®* 
ſpeaks of an excelling Excellency that there is j*4 
the knowledg of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8. Now the know @ 
ledg of Chriſt is {> excellent, becauſe Chriſt* 
excellent : Chriſt mdeed is all Worth, all Exe 
lency : He is an-infinte Ocean of Beauty and Glon®* 
be u the:Chiefeſt among Ten Thonſand, and alrogethtr Lp 
Jy, Cant.-$. 10; 46, All Excellencies dwell in hin 
as it their proper Fountain ; and they all mecrag®- 
areuurediin him, as Lines in their proper Ceitt 
_ SomeBeauty, ſome Excellencies you find ſcatter 
up-and down among the Creatures ; the,Saints, 
Angels, rhe Sun, Moon, and Stars, and the 1g 
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the SouPs Eſponſal to'Chriſt. vg, Þ 
ur alas ! *ris- ſcattered, and 'tis ſeatter'd bur here 
nd chere a drop ; but in Chriſt you have all Beauty,- 
yall Worth, all Excellency in a blefled Union and con-- X 
=Em&ion : You have all in one, and that unchangea- | 
08. O what a Portion is Chriſt (lays one }5O that the 
rl Ants would dig deeper into the Treaſures of his 
Wiſdom and Excellencics, . Truly, *tis . fiveert dig- 
Sting. there 3 and there, 1n. ſome fort, there will 
"Tie room. for digging 40all Ererniry;for even throught 
aticrnity new Wonders of Glory. will-ariſe, new 
xIKauties and Excelleneies -will appear, and ſhine: 
(aferch in Chriſt. What ſhall I ſay? He has in himall 
rhe Excellencies of both Worlds; and is indeed 
> eſervedly the Wonder of both : In him there is a 
-« Fenfiuence of alithe lovely Properties, the drawing 
a4 Actributes, the raviſhing Beauries, the bright ſhining 
MHe$aad Glorious Perteftions of the infinitely- Bleſſed 
ablel Deity :- Hence,  fays he, all that the Father bath, is 
: an$#i'f? 3 which may be underſtood of his Divine Per- 
\ an {ik&tions, Fob 16,15, Hencealſo he is ſaid ro” be 
miſc} $44! avith God, Phil, 2. 6. 1.e, Look, whatever 
Divine, perfe(tions there ave in God the. Fatber,ithey.all 
yah Jound in Chriſt : In him 4s expreſt the whole Perſon of 
e-Father, the whole Eſſence, Being, and Beauty. of | the 
Father : And (as a Learned Man has obſerved) 
nol (D18/t the Son is 12 all things libe the Fatber 5, this only 
af} Wxcepted, that he is not the Perſon of the Father, Henee 
xa0J840 he 15 ſaid ro be the Brightasſs of his Father's Glory, - 
torr$#d the expreſs Image :of bis Parſon, Hebs &. 341. All 
Lie Facher's Glaries and Exceliencies do 'ſhine-faxth 
{lin bim, and he perfectly repreſencs the Farther 9 
0&8 Thus Chriſt isa -perſon of Excellency. and 
enmd@ moſt acceptable, And O who wauld.nor. accepr 
embrace ſuch a Chriſt? And how greata wicked- 
s 1s jt £9 rej him? I can't bur here rake up the 
pmplaing of - an, Holy, Man ;: © O piry,. pity for evevy 
be more 
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© more (ays he) chat there ſhould be ſuch an or 
© as Chriſt Jeſus ſo boundle(s, ſo bottomleſs, for 
© comparable, ſo infinire in cxcellency and ſw 
©nefs, and ſo few that will cake him : chey miſerat 
© loſe their love (fays he) who will nor beſtow 
© upon this lovely One. 

2. There is uſefulneſs and fſerviceablene(s 1 
Chriſt. As Chriſt is a Perſon of che higheſt Exce 
lency, ſo of the: greateſt and moſt abſolure 
Uſe and Service tv poor Souls : Indeed he. is thts 
needful Good, Luk. 10, 42. Chriſt-is-ſo much nee 
ed by, and of fo much uſe and ſervice to poor Sou 
that they can't pcflibly do well and be happy with 
cut him. Pray conſider, we provoke God, and 
is angry wich us; and by Chriſt alone *is, that i 
receive the Atonements, Rom. 5. 11, We Sin, at 
load our ſelves wich Gutlr 3 and by Chriſt alone 'rj 
that we are cr can be diſcharged from ir : In hi 
have we redemption through bis Blood,guen the forgiven 
of fins, Eph. 1.79. Wehave an hard and impeniter 
Heart, an Heart that cannot repent ; and by Chrif 
and Chriſt alone "tis, chat we. can obtain repet 
trance, he being zxalted ro give repentance arto Iſrat 
well as remiſion of fins, AR. 5.31, We are at 
dreadful diſtance from God : a far off (as the Scrij 
rure ſpeaks) and by Chriſt and him alcne 'cis, th 
we are madenigh, What (hall I ſay? The beſt 
Saints, as well as the the worſt of Sinners, have 
abſolute need of Chriſt, and he is of daily uſes 
ſervice to them; neither can they live one day,or « 
hour without him: Indeed he is their Life, a 
without him therefore they are dead and undone, 
well as orhers : witbout bim they can do nothing, | 
15. 5- Without him every Duty will be too hat 
every Burthen will be too heavy, every. Temprati 
will be too be ſtrong, every Luſt will be too mig} 


. Ss » ” 
--A - . » 
- of. ATT Pa” 23 PHE IT 
*S - 


®. © * y 
v $ . 


xr'them : withc ies rhicy winds yer fall-f 
* the Erernal Reft, and would make {bip-w og $4 
ith, Souls, and all for ever Withqur him nei--# 
xr Saints, nor Sinners can have any acceſs r9 Gad..® 
ny enrercourſe or communion with him ;.in which, 
orwichſtanding, the whole of our happinets, botun 
arime and eternity, lies, , em the Wyy, ( lays has 
nd no Mais cometh to the Father but by me, Joh. 14-832 
411d through hun; ſays the Apoſtle, we bave acceſs with 
be Father by one Spirit, Eph. 2.18. Wichcur | 
je could have no peace with God 3 for he alot 2 
wr Peace, Eph, 2. 14. And having peace wich Ga 
pchour him we could not maintata our Peace on IE 
jour, It being he alone that is 04” Advocate and Bide 
mation with the Father, 1 Joh; 2.1, 2. Tis hea 
Fyery way moſt needful, and moſt uſeful-ro Ecerns 
douls, O how grareful, how acceptable then 1s Weg 
r ought he to be to us ! 
3. There 15 ſuitableneſs and convemency ales in: 
Chriſt to the "Souls of Men : The (ulcablenets ay - 
onveniency of any Good renders 1c 4CCEPL22E 
6, How acceptable is Bread to an hungry 2 
cauſe a Good ſuitable ro hum ? How acceprablgs 
, rink co a thirſty Man, becauſe a Good fuiradle pe 6 
bm? Now there is an admirable ſujrablencis ave 
ic 4; mr in Chriſt co , the Souls of Men, and 
t inall the caſes of them: Why then thould&ſ 
dt be acceptable to them ? One (I remember} ie 
(ents the ſuitablene(s of Chriſt ro the. Io 
ants of Sinners thus ; the whole Perion;Nacureet 
ffices of Chriſt (ſays he) are . {6 Tuned and Ge 


dorcioned to all the yariery of Needs-10;us, th 
iEy are ,as a Key for a Lock, there ; Wartte 
d, every thing done in the key ſuicable rowlh 
(ck: and 1ndeed o 'ris here, Chriſt and his th 
deing.gxatly tuited c0-us and our Wa 
"0 H 
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> are fick, and fick to death, and Chriſt is a Phyſician, 
Mat. g. 12. And what more ſuitable to rhe fick 
- thana Phyſictan? We are finful, and finful tro Dams 
- © nation; weareloſt Sinners, and Chrift is a Saviour 
=. and who-or what more ſuitable to loft Sinners tha 
& = Saviour ? We are poor Caprives, the Caprtives 
- Sin and Satan, in bomwdage to Death and the Curſe; 
>. andChrift isa Redeemer ; and who or what more 
=. ſuitable ro Captives than a Redeemer ? We are 
=>. * under the Tyranny and Uſurpation of many mighty 
= powerful Luſts, Luſts that are impoſing upon u 
=." every Hour ; and we are no ways able to deal with 
chem. Bur Chriſt is a great and puiſſant King, who 
= -can ſubdue all, and whoſe Arrows ſhall be ſharp in 
=” the hearts of all his and our Enemies; and what 
&>.- more ſuitable to Perſons in ſuch a Circumſtarce than 
E—* fich a Ring? We are dead, and Chriſt is Life; 
= and what more ſuitable for the Dead than Life? We 
+ are poor, and miſerable ; and Chriſt is Gold roen- 
rich us. Are we naked? Chriſt is Cloathing for us, 
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& Are we blind? He 1s Eye-falve for us: Are we in 
== Priſon? He is Liberty : Are we Hungry? He 6b 
& Bread : Are we Thirſty ? Heis the Water of Life 
| which thoſe rhar drink of, ſhall never thirſt : Arc 
&. we troubled ? He is Reſt: Are we drooping and de- 
= ſponding ? He is the Conſolation of Jae! : Are weſ * 

& bewilder'd? He is a Guide: Are we born down mp - 1 
= our ſpiricual Conflicts ? He is the Caprain of ou” 
© Salvation, who will fight for us. O how ſuitable-1 
= every way is Chriſt ro Sculs, and being ſo ſuitable} | 
&. . why ſhould he not be acceptable ro us ? Poor Sit 
ner !' is there any in Heaven or Earth that will 
= ſuir and anſiver the various Wants and Caſes of thy” 
= Soul, as Chriſt does and will? Why then ſhouldly” 
» , thou not account him worthy of all acceptation? Þ* 
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| 4 There is ſoberneſs and detighe] in Chris 5 
bat ſua quemque voluptas, (ſays the Poet) every: 
is drawn ad allur'd by pleaſure and delight. 
Fis it chat makes Sin, that curſed-rhing Sin, -plea & 
and grateful co ſo many ? Surely-one great thir - 

ar Pleaſure and Delight which they find, at4 
promile themſelves ro find in it. And indeed þ 
rally, the more ſweet and delightful chings are, h « 
more readily and greedily they are embraced by the 
Sons of Men : Why then ſhould not Chriſt be grars Wo 
wHF-ful and acceprable to us ? Is there any fo ſweet, Do. 
ih} pleaſant, ſo delightful as He ? He is a Fountain ol 
ho} Sweerneſs, as well as Excellency., * I hind him @ 
inf} © (weet ( ſas an Holy Man, ſþ:4bing of Chriſt ) chat nas 
har © Love, ſuppoſe I would charge it to remove fron 
un} © him, ir would not obey me. How ſweer- 1s fil 
fe ;} Love! Thy Love & better than Wine, favs the Spc ig 
Me Cant. 1.2. This is that beſt Wine which 2oeth down ſwore 
en-l iy, cauſing the Lips of thoſe that are aſltzp to {þeak, Cant, 
7.9. Yea, this 1s that will cauſe a dead Man to {peaks 
and live, as an Holy Man ſpeaks concerning it. ES 1 
perienced Souls will tell you, that rhere 1s more 
{weetnefs in one deſcent of Love from Chr 
than in all the deiighrs of Sin and rhe Creart Ry 
This is that which Gveerens the ſharpeſt AMidtionJ 
 yea,this is that,and that alone, which fweerers ea '® 
it ſelf, and enables the Soul truly ro triumph ov&raip 
of Ro1.8. Latter end, O the fweer bathing char ther) 4 
-1n the. Fourrain of Chriſt's Love ! Hgw fweeral 
his Fruits ? T ſat down unter bis Shad , fays-4 o 1e,, 
"Spouſe, with great delight, a4 bjs Fraits wert” ſy . 
to ty taſte, Cant. 2. 3« By Fruits, F underſtand of Ew, 
Purchaſe of his Blood, and the Effe8s of tis Love 
+ Peace, Pardon, Righteouſneſs, Juſtihcarion, Sand! - 
- cation, and Holineſs, acceprance with God, ani ef 
like... And O how ſweer are theſe! how leaſh, 
3 f MS 2 
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I \ With what ſolace and ſatisfaQion may a 
FHeving Soul feed- and feaſt himfelf upon theſe ! 
owe fivect is his Preſence, Entercourſe, and Com- 
- punion with him.- This made the Spouſe to ve g/ad, 
and rtoice in hin, Cant.4.4. Thns indeed ets the Soul 
down at the vcry Gate of Heaven, where he ſays, 
5+ ris good to be hcre, Tis a blefied Exclamation 
- which I find one of the Ancients breaks our into; 0 
E- bow good, and how ſweet  O 223w good, a7 now ples 
= fant is it, to dwell with the, = ſweet 7: eſs 3 T0 CON 
wire wito thie,to Yeuea: ' Souts t9 thee, 
ard to e250; thy Conſo.: r0:s, / And agaia ei: where; 
WO tho! molt ſect ana moſt ling Jejus, bow ſweet 
Ft to tricb of thee! for wile we art (proving _ 
_ thinking 0 i e, theu art foriitily freſeat 2 rith ies, and 
= a S045 7 filled with d.tg't it the Ovou's of thine 
= Ort. Ar xd yeronce more ; 0 Lad, W121 at an 
> tim? 1 pa't:62 in tris Foy, (ipeaking cf rhe Joy of 
= Communic z wich hint) T cry aut, Lord, "tis good to bt 
- ho; {tt 15 644.4 trite Tavirnacl's hire, one for Faith, one 
Y jr Hope, ont jor Love, And indeed who 1s there char 
4 nows what Communion with Chriſt means, thar 
> does vor find an ircomparable ſiveerneſs, ſolace and 
ſatisfaction in it? This 1s that which fills ſome with 
2 unſpeakable and tull of Glory, even here 3 and 
-<h£ 15 that which will be the Joy & Delight of Hea- 
ven for cver: Every way Chriſt is a very Ficld of 
*Pleaſurc, a very Paradiſe of Joy, anda very Fountain 
4 of Delight : O why, why then ſhould he .nor be 
= more graretul and acceptable to us ? 
5. There 1s duravlenets and unchangeableneſs in 
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* him even finitely rhe more grateful and accepra- 
2 'blc: poſiibly fome worth, ſome uſefulneſs, ſome ſui- 
> + tablerels, ſome ſweetreſs and delight there may be 
| _ found 1 in rhe Creature, and Creature-cnjoyments z 
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Chriſt ; which being added to all the tormer,renders' 
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bur alas, this allays the acceprableneſs of all, tf | S 


lenge any great acceptation. But now, Chriſt he is © 


 ges nat : What he was to, and what he has done for. 


- tocome too, Are there Trials ro come ? Chriſt wes 


the Souls * [Do ifal to rift. ” 


'ris all fading, dying, and changing : and indeed, 
whatever is ſhort, and bur for a ſeaſon, can't chak-3 


laſting, durable, and unchangeable z He is the ſame » 
y:[terday, to dav, 2d for ever, Heb.13.8. What he was, ©; 
he is,and what he is,he always will be 3 he was moſt? 
excellent, moſt uſeful, moſt ſuitable, moſt ſweet and 3 
delightful ro Souls ; and fo he is, and always will be. 
H: (as one of the Ancients ſpeaks of him) « immu- 
teble, he changes «i tings, but 1s himſelf unchangeable, ng= 
vr vw, never old, Hence alſo Chrilt himſelf re]ls us, 3 
Thar he is the 41042 aud Omega, be that was, and is, and*% 
« to come, Rev.1.8. He is ever the ſame in Love, uy? 
Beauty, Ih Fulnefs, in Faithfulneſs, and in all his De= 3 
firablenefles. And O how grateful and acceptable” -* 
docs this render him! All our Enjoyments here be- 
low fade and change; yea, we-our ſelves change 3-2 
Chang's and War are upon us, as Fob ſpeaks ; yea, omg 3 
of us are daily waiting for our laſt and great change? 

But O | bleſſed be God, Chriſt fades not,Chriſt chan. 


Souls formerly, that he is to, and thar he can do tor; 
Souls now z yea, and that he will, be to, and will hes 
able to do for Souls hereafter : for he is ſtillro* 
come ; as he was and is, ſo he is ro come, which? 

a {weer word. Poor Soul, hitherto ic may be now 
naſt gone along rhrough thy Work and Warlanens 
with ſome comtore and courage 3 but that wha 
damps and cerrifies chee,is the apprehenfion of what 
may be ro come. O ſayeſt rhou, the Trials thar are? 
come, the Difficulries thar are to comezrhe Tempta-—3 
tions that are to come, the Storms and Tempelts® 
that are ro come ! Well, Soul, for thy Encouragement 
under all, know, that whatever is to come, Chrilt WS 


» 
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*eome roo : Are thaye Difficulties and Temptations 
®tocome,? Chriſt is fo come too : Are there Storms 
© and Tempeſts to.come ? Chriſt is ro come too: And 
& while Chriſt js ro come; fear not,only clofe with him 
in a Marriage-Covenant, and make him thine, then 
E come what will come, come what can come, all will 
= Be well. Thus Chriſt is every way acceptable, and 
- mmfiricely acceptable; and as ever, Soul,thou wouldft 
- be indeed eſpouſed to him, dwell much in the ſtudy 
&” and coritcmplation of his Acceprablenels : labour to 
= be pofeſt with a deep and daily renewed ſenſe of 
= It, which will ſweetly draw and allure thy Soul to 
> him. 
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& VI. Wouldſt thou indeed be efpouſed to Chriſt ? 
*- then be ſure thar thou pircheſt chy Faith aright upon 
= him, and cloſeſt in effe&ually with him ina way of 
* believing. "Tis Faith thar is both the great Uniring, 
= and the great Intereſting Grace; ir unites us to 
-- Chriſt, and intereſts us in Chriſt : 'Tis thar, as has 
=> been formerly declared and evinced, that puts Chriſt 
= and the Soul into the boſom and embraces of each 
 Gthers Love, and by which the Marriage-Knot is tied 
> berween them. If ever therefore thou wouldſt be 
andced eſpouſed unto him, look well ro thy Faith, 
Be that thou doſt pirch that aright upon him, clo- 
= inp with him, and embracing of him ; not by halves, 
$& but throughly ; not feignedly, but intimately and 
= cordially. But here ſome may ſay, How may we do 
= Sgpich our Faich arighr upon Chriſt, ſo as ro ger 
© Conjugal-Union and Communion with him ? Three 
©. things muſt be done in order hereunto, which I de- 
- fire you ro look well to. 
+ - +4. Seethat you wholly quit and renounce your 
er ſelves. 
> TI. Labour to geta right Notion and Appre- 
==  henfionof Chrilt, * 
HL.B 
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'rakes place, there Self vaniſhes and dies away, and 


the Sou s Eſpoujal to fp. Of 

HI. Be fure to make a right choice of him 

being fo apprehended. | 

I, Would you pitch your Faitharight upon Chriſt, 

and be indeed eſpouſed to him? Then ſee thar you, 
wholly quit and renounce your ſelves. Yelf and be- 
lieving are at the urmoſt diſtance from, and enmiry 
with cach other thar- is imaginable ; they are irre- 
concilably oppoſite ro each orher ; and where Faith 
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that in all its Notions, and with all its Accompliſh- 
ments. Hence, ſays Chriſt, If any Man will come aſter 
m2, bclive on me, be eſpouſed to me, [et him deny him. + 
ſelf, Mar. 16.24. Let him deny binſelf,renounce himſelf, 
go out of himſelf,let Self become nothing wich him. 
And indeed,the Soul thar believes in Chriſt, does go 
quire out of himſelf, he ſces and feels himſclt ro be a; 
poor empty Nothing in all reſpe&he ſces and finds. 
is Strength to be Weakneſs; his Wiſdom, Folly; his 
Beauty, Blackneſs ; his Righrcouſnefs, Sin 3 his All, 
Nothing : And chus muſt we, if ever we indeed be» - 
lieve and ger Union with Chriſt, O my Belpved,one 
of the great things which ſtands between Faith aad * 
Us, Chriſt and us, 1s .Self ; This tn4ced 15 rhe Soul's 
Darling, the firſt Born (as one calls it ) of his Loye*% 
and Delights, and he is loch to part with it 3 but pare 3 
with it he muſt, and renounce 1t he muſt, or he cat} 3 
neyer believe it arighr, nor 15 he ever I'ke to have 
__— or lot in Chriſt : every ſtep our of Self, is 3 
a ſtep towards Chriſt, and Faith 1n Chriſt ; and we? 
muſt be divorced from the one, if ever we be mage 7 
ried to the other : Parcicularly, youu muſt quit'and -* 
renounce Selt, eſpecially in this three-fold Notion.--7 
Self-will, Selt-Worth, Sclf-Intereſt. is 
1. You muſt quic and renounce Self-W1ll. He that + 
indeed believes, muſt in a fort have no Will of his 
own, but his Will muſt be wholly metted or re--3 
H 4 gned + 
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*Pened up into che Will of Chriſt: Hence the Church Þ 
- -3ifad to be ſubject wnto Chriſt, Eph. 5.24. We are apt 
© to hve in our own. Wills, and are exceeeding fond 
of, and ſer upon having our Wills, and that how | ot 
croſs and contrary ſoever they be to the Will of | di 
- Chriſt : But if ever we believe ſo as to get Union || L 
with Chriſt, cur ſtubborn Wills muſt bow,our proud Þ 1 
Wills muſt down, and muſt in all things, as much as _Þ. n 
1s poſhible,be referr'd and refign'd into Chriſt's Will: Þ a 
a 


and good reaſon, for his Will is the Rule of Good- 
& .nefs, as well as the firſt cauſe of all things : we muſt 
--nor think to ſay we are Lords, but we muſt bow to | n 

+ Chriſt as the great and only Lord. 'Y it 
: 2, You mult quit and renounce Selj-Worth, Self- } w 
 Rigitrouſncſs, you muſt renounce all Worth and Righ- || b 
reguſreſs of your own in point of Fuſtification and Ac- || g 
ceptation with God, *Tis a great word which I ſhall |. 
ſpeak ; Mens Durics, living under the Goſpel, keep | t 
almoſt as many from Chriſt and believing, as their | $ 
E Sins do: My meaning is, as the love of Sin keeps | 
*- ſome, ſo confidence 1n Duzies, a confidence 1n Self- | i 
&. Worth,Self-Righteouſreſs, keeps multitudes of others 
+ from Chriſt and believing: And the truth is, my | t 
Beloved, this piece of Self is the great Idol of the | | 
& Soul, and that which Men are marvelouſly loth ro Þ 1 
© quir and renounce and indeed ris oftentimes ſo 
=painced, and, as it were, ſpiritualiz'd, ated with ſo || 1 
& much {tare,and ſer out with ſo many Ornaments,thar 
would make any one in love with ir. Bur yet this 
gol, fo dear as *ris ro the Soul, muſt be denyed and 
= renounced; this Darling muſt be caſt off, and thar 
>> with loathing and abomination in reſpe& of Soul- | 
- faving, if ever you believe, and are unired ro Chriſt. 
And the Soul that indeed does believe, looks upon 
+ himſelf co be the pooreſt, deſpicableit, and undoneſt 
ECretture inthe World norwichſtanding all ; | he + 
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- throws away, nor only his Rags, but his Rabes & vs 
* Þ his Privitedges, all his Performances, all his n ol i 
Eccellencies and Atrainments,as to a dependance'n d> * 
"-F on them for Lite and Salvation 3 as you know FP; 
| did,Ph1i1.3.8,9. of which more hereafter. The Sous: 
Language i in the Work of, Believing, is ſuch as oo 
|} 1-am a poor, vile, empry Nothing 1n my felf z 
 . $. nothing, I can do nothing, and I deſerve 

am nothing bur Sin, I can do nothing but off 

provoke God, and I deſerve nothing but frowns 
; | death from him. If ever 1 he ſaved, 'tis Free Gras 
| | muſt ave me; if ever I find Favour in God's 
F ir muſt be purely from Grace in Chriſt. Alas! I 
walked contrary to God all my days z my Heart & Liſs . 
both have been full of Enmirty and Provocation a 
\ | gainſt him, and my very Duties are damning, ny v4&s 4 
| Righteouſneſs biing as filthy Rags,l{a.5 4.5. And indee "*ui 
\ | rill it comes to this with us, we are like ro remams 
' | Strangers to Chriſt, and Faith in Chriſt. I ſhall og 
\ | fay this further as to this particular, Thar no Þ 
- | in the Worldare further of from Chriſt, and UF i 
| wich him through believing, chan ſuck-as. eral 
\ | their own Worth,in their own Righteouſiieſs. Chi 
| himſelfrells us. Thar Publicans and Harlots do mntert 
\ | Kingdom of Heaven before ſuch, Mat.21.3 1, 
3. You muſt quir and renounce Self-Intereſt; 
is to ſay, you muſt be at a parting 10int wichg 
you muſt be willing to forgo all your outward It 
reſts and Concerns for Chriſt, when he: calls you 
ic, thinking nothing too much or too gogd br i 
This Chriſt is expreſs in, Mat.10.37. Ht that lovet-* 
| Father or Mother more than me, 1s not. warthy of mt - Py! 4 
| be that lovetb Son or Daughter more than mt, i not wit=* 
| thy of me. And again, Luk.14. 33. Whoſoewer be beof* 
. you, that foſabeth o not all that bo bath, he cannot ot 
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n bon Chopmult aQually forſake all cheſe things, Þ 
ad:deny rheinſclves as to the enjoyment of them : 


"'Y 
'Y it. che-meaning/is, (firſt) that we muſt have a very 
@mmnmurive love for theſe in compariſon of Chriſt. 
Abd” (ſecondly) that we muſt be at a parting point 
Z with all for Chriſts ſake, and ar. Chriſt's call. And 
=-truly, tis but reaſon we ſhould be fo ; he that aQtual- 
EI parted with ſo much for us, does highly deſerve 
* that we ſhould be in a readineſs to part with our lir- 
> tle”All for him. Thus we muſt wholly quit and re- 
* Bounce our ſelves, if we would indeed believe and 
£ have Union with Chriſt. 
= JI. Would you pitch your Faith aright upon 
& Chriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed to him ? then la 
© x6 ger a righr Notion and Apprehenfion of him, as 
Lhe great Objett of Faith. One great Reaſon wh 
any fall and miſcarry in their Faith, and fo fa 
wort of Chriſt, is their 1gnorance of him ; they have 
&-2 right Notion and Apprehenſjon of Chriſt, as 
Tt grear-ObjeQ of Faith; and indeed, unleſs Chriſt 
wae-rightly known and apprehended by us, we are 
ever like to pitch our Faith arighrt upon him : How 
C tbey believe.(fays the Apoſtle) in bim,of whom they 
eve not beard ? Rom. 10.14. How ſhall they believe ? 
"#2. Men cannot believe aright, on one that has nor 
been reveal'd and made known to chem : a blind, 
= Sgoorant Faith. 1s never like toreach Union and Com- 
© anion with Chriſt ; and, my Beloved, if we would 
> *Felieve aright on Chriſt, we muſt know him aright, 
apprehend him aright, Faith, in Scripture, 1s 
Fomerunes expreſt by Knowledg, obs 17. 3. Not 
that Knowledg glone 15 all that is requiſite co Faith 
> bur it notes thus much co us, that the Knowledg of 
Chriſt is ſuch a Requiſice to believing, that there can 
© He no true believing without ir. Hence alſo Chriſt | 
ſpeaks of ering the Son, and bilieving on bias 3, ſeeing 
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FT before believing, and ſeeing in ofder to believing” 
This is the Will of bim that ſent me, That whoſeuzy ſeetly - 
the Son, and -believeth on him, Ttinaid bave toertaſting * 
Life, Joh.6.40. By ſeeing the Son, here we are touts 
+ derſtand the true Knowledg of Chriſt. Hence alſ6.:% 
they thar come to Chriſt, and believe ſavingly'on* 3 
him, are ſaid, in order thereunto, to be taught of God 
and to have heard and ltarn'd of the Father, Jon.6.454 >. 
And pray,what have they been taught of God ? why 2 
have they learn'd of Him,but the Knowledg of Chriſt 
as the great Obje& of Faith ? ar leaſt this s one&3 
great Leſſon, which all that believe, do 'and muſt» 
learn. As ever therefore you would pitch your Faith -7 
aright upon Chriſt, labour ro know and apprehend” 
himaright ; labour ro know and apprehend him, as 
= is revealed and offered in the Goſpel : Parcicuss: 
ry,  - 
4 View and apprehend him in his Godhead andi& 
Divine Nature. The Goſpel reveals him, in his Bl& 3 
vinity, it propounds him to our Faith, as God," 
- | tra God, the great God, the mighty Gag, God over al * 
| And thus ſhould Faith eye and apprehend him; thus 
, | Thomas his Faith apprehended him, when he Gi 
\ | My Lord, and my Goa, John 20, 28, And indeee a= 
| thing buta Godhead, an infinite, erernal, unchar Ea 
| able Godhead, is a Foundation ſtrong enough foi A 
| Faith ro build upon. #32 
| 2.. View and apprehend him in his Perſonal 
tion; not only as God, bur alſo as God the Son, 
ſo as diſtinguilh'd from the Father, Thus'the ; 
reveals. and propounds him to ouyFaith ; and thus, + 
alfo ſhould our Faich viewand apptehend him. This = 
Preer”s Faith, with the reſt in whoſe Name he ſpake,,. - 
did eye and-apprehend him 3 Joh: 6:69. We believe, 
and are ſure (aid he) that thow art that Chriſt, the Si - 
| of the living Gad. There is a diſtin. Honour due 28, 
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-diſtinaly our Faith eyes and apprehends Chriſt in 
Fon Perſona] Relation, as Son, rhe more complear ir 
EC. -and the more it gives him the honour of that Re+ 
: by. >. View and apprehend him in his Humanity, or 
as the Son of God incarnate. The Goſpel reveals 


1mply as God, and as God the Son, but as God 
Son incarnate, as the Word made Flejh, John 1. 14. 
* *or, as God manijefied in the Fleſh, 1 Tim.3. 16. As 
b: + ” home taken Humane Nature into Perſonal Union 


fon; and thus alſo ſhould Faith cye and apprehend 
him: 70, belizve in God, ſays he, believe 1 In mt, 
279F.1.14. Rence alſo he ſpeaks ſo oxen of eating bis 
"iy and drinks: 8 bis Blood ; and of giving bis Fleſh 
© Tor th: Life of th: Worid : and withal tells us, that his 
{wit IF} % ts Meat indeed, and bis Blood is Drink indeed, 
39.6.5 1,53,54,55,56. By all which he ſignifies te 
" that our Faith muſt reſpe& and apprehend him 
$ Man, as well as God ; as the Son Incarnate z and 
ed rhus ke is the next and moſt immediate Ob- 
T4 & of Faith. ' The Godhead or Divinity, is the ulti- 
Tz late Obje&t of Faith z but Chriſt,the Son incarparte, 
i the next and mott immediate Obje& .of Faith ; 
E we are ſaid by hz to believe in God, 1 Pet,1.21, 
a 7 ar firſt eyes Chriſt as Man, or the Son i incarnate, 
ad by him comes ultimately to obje ir (elf upon 
& < od. The Humanity is 7412 ad Divinitatem, (as 
ie ſpeaks of ir) a Gate to.the Divinity,thar by which 
% cur Faith paſſes to the Godhead. And (as a grear 
x . Prvige ſpeaks) be that comes not to Chrift as Mans ſhatt 
7 come to.him as God, The truth 1s, Faygh catmor 
® deal with God immediately,bur as God clothed with 
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© the Sacred Triviry; and: the more F 


2. 49 OT Chriſt as the Obje& of Faith to us; | 


= with himſ{c!f, and fo is och God and Man in one Per- 
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View and — lilies 5 in tis Office & Me 
Sarorth p.The Goſpel reveals and pr ne "if * 
- to our Faith in his Office, it propoun 
| him as Chriſt, as the true Meſh and Saviour of the. 
'+World; as one ſecal'd, ſent, and anointed by rhe Fa 

ther for the redemprion of loſt Souls : and thus alfa 
\ | ſhould Faicheye and apprehend him. So alſo did*'2 
|} Peter's Faich apprehend him: Thos art Chrift(fays heF*g 
| the Son of th? Living God, Mat. 16.16, Hence we rea@&7# 
, | of believing that Feſus is the Chriſt, 1 Joh.g.1, F . 
{© alſo Chriſt tells the Jews, If ye believe not that F ambtg 
| | Je ſhall die in your fans, Joh. 8.24. If ye beligu? wit 

j that 7 am be, i.e. that 1am the Meſizh, the Chſs, 
Saviow that was promiſed. O-! | Fairh 1s ſhort © 
that Notion ir ſhould have of Chriſt, unleſs ic chun y 
eyes him in his Office, -id 

5. View and apprehend him in his infinjr Abil H 
and Sufficiency for the diſcharge of his Office. -- 
_ Goſpel reveals and propounds him to our Fai x 
, one able to ſave to the very attermoſt ; and according 

ſhould our Faith eye and apprehend him, Heb, 7:2 
It reveals him indeed borh as an only and Muf 
Saviour : As an only Saviour ; .Look unto me, 4 
ſaved, all y: exds of the Earth; for 1 am God, and t 
none beſides me, ia. 45. 22 . Neither is there Supti6N 
in any other ; nor # there any other Nams given under 2 
ven, whereby we may be ſ2vtd, but bus only, Ats 4s 12 
And as an alſuthcient Saviour 3 My Fleſh is Meat 
deed, and my Blood is Drink indeed, (fays he); 4 
be that eateth me, even be ſhall live by me, Joh. 5.5 5, 
It reveals him in the infimite virtue of his B 
inexhavſiible fulneſs of his Grace, the com plennes © 
of his Qbedience,the excellency of his Righreouſ 
the perfe&tion of his SatisfaRion, and the like 5 
thus ſhould our Faith eye and apprehend him... Sx . 
abour for ſuch a Notion and Apprehenfion of Chr if ol 
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- - indeed eſpouſed ro Chit, labour for a ſound, clear, 


© Terr be yours for your ſelves, 

=. FL Would you picch your Faith aright upon 
£f -Qhriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed ro him ? Then be 
= fare to make a right chqice or eleRion of him, be- 


& - Notian and Apprehention of Chriſt, is good and 

. peceffary, in order to union with him by believing 
*is not enough 3 know Chriſt being known and 
apprehended, muſt alſo be choſeri and embraced by 
bs and that as he is revealed and offered in the 
Sofpcl. To know and <5 ware Chriſt, is an 


& of the Mind or Underftanding ; but ro chuſe 


o 
I-42 
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on embrace Chriſt, is an A of the Will and Af. 


ſections ; and tho Faith has 1rs rife and inchoation 
* Wr'the Mind, yer its complement and perfection it 
© hain the Will and Aﬀections ;: rhefe liking,chuſing 
and cmbracing of him, and that in a way ſuitable to 
” whar the Mind fees 'and apprehends concerning 
& him; and this muſt be added to the former, or 
©. there is no right believing, and ſo no Conjugal-Uni- 
> on and Communion with Chriſt : Hence that of the 
> <-apoſtle, With the h:art Man belicutth unto Righteouſ- 
© ZW, Rom. 10. 10. True believing then is with the 
"*Meart. Now by the Heart here, as alſo ge 
elſewhere jn Scripture, -is meant the Will and At- 
- Fe&ions 3 accordingly to believe with the Heart, ts 
> forthe Will and AﬀeRions to chufe and embrace 
& Chriſt, as he is revealed and offered in the Goſpel 3 
_tithis is called 4 rectiving of Chriſt, John 1. 12. We 
eceive Chriſt into our Wills, when we chuſe bigs 
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© as this is ; as ever you wanld believe aright, :and he-- 


» diftin&t knowledg of -him, as the great - Obje& of / 
Faith : Pray much for « Spirit of Wiſdom: and Revela. 
— fior in the knowledg of bim ; that was the Apoſtles. 
= *Prayer for the Epheſians jn this caſe, Epheſ. 1.47. and, 


-  Img thus known and apprehended. Fo have a right | 
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and adhere to him for Life and Salvation ; atid we-z 
receive him into our Aﬀections, when we love himy+. 3 
| deſire him, and delight in himz and this is believings: =" 
"To believe, ſays Calum, is nothing elſe but to chuſe anal 
embrace Chriſt with 4- ſincere affeftion of mind, as be'is 
reveal'd and offer'd in the Goſpel : And this indeed is 
the great vital AQ of Fairh, and that whereby our* ©? 
Conjugal-Union and Communion wich Chriſt is more © 
eſpecially brought abour : This is that which makes" 
Chrift ours, and purs us inro the poſſefiion of hing& 
- Mary, fays Chriſt, bas choſen the bettzy part, which 


ſhall never be taken from her, Lukec1c. 42, She nate Y 
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choſen Chriſt, and her choice of him had mad © 
him her own, and ſo her own, as thar ſhe could n& © 
a right choice of Chriſt makes him ours, it no 

uw to him, and intereſts us 1n him for ever. A lis 


further to help you in this buſineſs ; know rhat'# | 
right choice of Chriſt is accomplyſh'd by theſe rhy&e* p 


ſte IS 
- The Soul apprehending Chriſt (as before likes 7 
him, and approves of him as the bett and moſt fuj=: = 
table Saviour, the moſt lovely and defirable-Obje@*% 
in Heaven or Earth*: The Soul ſays of Chriſt, us ® 
they did of the Land of Canaan, Numb, 14.4% © 
The Land (ay they) # an exceeding good Land : 
this Chriſt, ſays the Soul, 1s an exceeding good +» 
Chriſt, this Saviour 15 an exceeding good Savieurz + * 
there's none like him, there's no Beauty like- 8 
Beauty, no Blood like his Blood, no Fulneſs like 
Falneſs, no Love like his Love. ys 
2, The Soul defires him, and longs after him, and .* 
that with a ſtrong, ardent, avd vigorous affe&ions © 
This is call'd hungring and thirſting aſter Chrift, Max; «5 
_6. - The Soul ſeeing Chriſt, and approving of ' hin. 
longingly cryes our 3 O a Chriſt, .a Chriſt-! O-xtihn* 
4 this good Chriſt were mine ! yur 
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ver loſe him, never be deprived of him. Ine 
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TY # > ade 3 Ur, 
+ 3- The pun by Grace ſweetly and powerfully (C 
& determined "upoy Chriſt ; ſo as actually to make a ÞÞ 
_plempand deliberate choice of him ; ſmgling him Þ 
= wefrom all other things in Heaven and Earth, as the W 
= beſt and moſt defirable Good, and moſt worthy of 

-- ts deareſt and moſt intimate embraces. The Soul F| 
= how pitches his choice upon Chriſt ro be his Head 
& and Husband, his Lord and Saviour ; his Reſt, his 
Treaſure, his Happineſs, his all for ever. Now by 
© theſe ſteps, ſee that you come up to make a right 
*ehoice of Chriſt ; be ſure thar you like him, and 
= approve of him, as the beſt & moſt defirable Obje& 
> miHeaven or Earth : Truly if you view him aright 
= you can'r but like him, and approve of hin1 as ſuch, 
gee that the deſire of your Souls be indeed towards 
han above all others : View him, till you fall in 
vc with him, yea, till you fall fick of Love for 
Rm ; and- be ſure not to reſt, till you get your 
Sz Wills fweetly and powerfully determined upon him, 
= determined upon him, as ro make a tree ſolemn, Jt, 
= deliberate choice of him, paſſing by all other Lovers, Juſuz 
- andraking him alone inco the boſom and embraces Jeſs 
ef. your Faith and Love, Now that you may be. Iwhi 
== fure co make a right choice of Chritt, ſuch a choice -ſfor 
> -of Chriſt as may keep him yours, and tie the Mar- Jdoe 
” riage-Knort berween him and you, obſerve herein Jpitc 
theſe five or ſix great Rules, or 
+1. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace Chriſt Jthe 
| | ——_ not ſomewhat elſe inſtead of him. *Tis {Gra 
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@great and awakening ſaying which a worthy Di- ' Jail 
vine has : Many now, lays he, tabe Chriſt by gueſs : ISpo 
but be ſure that it be he, and only he whom ye embrace : 
- bis ſweet Smell, bis lovely Voice, bis fair Fact, his gr4- 
” ious working in the Soul, will ſoon tell if it be he or-n0, 
» Sofay I, be ſurethat it be he; many miſtake the [fi 
= Object, they cloſe with ſomewhat elſe inſtead of | 

-.- Chat ; |. 
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Kt onde and SRC. 6 Bi 
the Souls Eſponſal ts Chrift.” © 199® 
chriſt 3' ar beſt, they chuſe Chriſt's Porriot, ts” 7 
Benefits, his Priviledges, his Purchaſes, but nor Its” 3 
| Perſon : But my advice to you 'is, pitch on nothing” 

hort of the Perſon of Chriſt ; then is our Faith bee"R 
f Jhond aH doubt rightly pircht upon Chriſt, when, Bj 
| KChriſt himſelf, not his Benefits and Priviledges only, 
| Ire choſen and embraced by us. A Marriage, #* =# 
; Fight, is berween Perſon and Perſon, not berweent © 
| Werſon and Portion, Perſon and Eſtate, that being 3 
a reſulting thing. So here in this Spiritual Marriage 
|. Faith does not marry the Soul co the Portion, Be- © 7 
xefits, and Priviledges of Chriſt, but ro Chriſt hinks 
Ulf, True, I don't fay (firſt) but char true Faith”. 
| _ the Soul an Inrercſt 1n all che Benefits, Privi= 8 
ges, aud Purchaſes of Chriſt, Nor (ſecondly) "8 
| Jdo I ay, that the Soul may not have an eye to theſe,” 38 
and a refpe to theſe in his choice of, & clofingyietioe 
* [Chriſt : yea, uſually rheſe are the firſt rhings rhag38 
Faith has in its eye. The firſt rhing the Soul looks RH 
it, and is taken with, when he is drawn to Chriſt;*X 
uſually 1s that Peace, thar Pardon, that Righteous 
neſs, that deliverance from Sin, Death, and Hell, 
which he ſees is found and treaſured up in Chriſt” 
-. {for Souls : Bur tho theſe things be fo, yet rhe Sout © 
does, and muſt go higher, he muſt ok ar, and © 
picch upon tie Perſon of Chriſt, or his Faith 1s not 
lo right and compleac as it ought to be. Alas ! *tis 3 
the Perſon of Chriſt rhdt is rhe great Fountain of all;; 
Grace, .and all manifeſtations from Gud to us : a ; 
Faith accordingly does cloſe in with his Perſon. Thes 
Spouſes Faith ſeems foro do, Can. s. 16, She had” 
her eye upon the perſonal Beauty & Glory of Chriſt 
and accordingly embraced him with her Faith and 
Love, Hence alſo you have ſo often thoſe expreſ- "2; 
lions ; Z ſought bim won my Soul loved ; and ſaw You... 
_ [om how my Soul lovtth ? Her love, and fo her Fauh 
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© was fixtupon Chriſt himſelf : and thus do you fix þ 
4 & your Faith and Love upon him ; ſo ſhall you be ſure 
» - Not to mifs' of a Conjugal-Union and Communiun; 


with him. 
- © 2. Be ſurethat you chuſe a whole Chriſt, and 
=>. not a part -of him only: My meaning is, ſee that 
-* youchuſc and embrace Chriſt in all his Offices, as 
L King as wellas a Prieſt, as a Lord as well as a Savi- 
our ; andas 1nall his Offices, ſo for all thoſe Ends þ 
and Liſes for which God has deſign'd him, and thefy 
Goſpel revealed him to us; for Holineſs, as well. as 
& Righteouſneſs, for San&ification, as well as Juſtifh-: le 
cation, I need not tell you, that Chriſt is a Lord Jy 
and King, as well as a Saviour, and that as ſuch hefyo] 
is revealed and oftered in the Goſpel to our Faith: ng 
+ Him batb God exalted a Prince and Saviour, to give 1h _ 
= Fevtance unto Iſrael, and remiſſion of Sins, AR. $. 31sJho 
- Lb rm they that will have him as a Saviour to give than he | 
© Pardon, muſt kave him as 4 Prince to give ther 
© Repentance : And-you know Chriſt's Reſt and his F 
= Yoak go together jn the Goſpel-offter, Mat. 11. 28, Idor 
29. Nor need I tell you, that God has appointed ſind 
him, and the Goſpel reveals him to be our Sandtifi- ly, 
| cation as well as our Juſtification : So you have ithhea 
”— exprefly 1 Cor, 1.30, Accordingly then do weljit, 
= chufe Chriſt, and embrace. him arighrt, when weJo 
 Chuſc and embrace him under each Notion 3 whenJCh 
PR -we chuſe and enibrace him; not as a Saviour only;{like 
| + as a Lord roo; nor only as a Prieſt, ro procureſqh 1 
E ”» Pardon and Reconciliation for us,bur alſo as a Prince, : 
” to Rule, Govern, and Command us; not only asfand 
2 = Righteouſneſs to juſtifie us, but as a Fountallifeor 
of Grace to make us holy ; and chus true Faith does 3 
chuſe and embrace him, 1/z. 45. 24. - Surely - ſhallſt 
ont ſay, 1 the Lord bave 1 Riahoruſn iſs and Strengththhe 
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fx ar for Screngrh roo 3 RighreouſneHs for Jl 
re fon,Strengrh for Holineſs and SanRtificatton.Chriffs*- 3 
ut: Ranguage to the Soul, in the render of himſelf, 8-38 


ich as this 3 Poor Soul, thou-art in a dead, loſtyc #3 


d-Eindone condition 3 God is wroth with thee, Hell. 
apes for thee, Sm calls aloud for Vengeanee a-*..; 
*ifanſt thee 3 and there is no hope, no help, no ſal "3 
% jon for thee, bur in and by me, and union with: .. .” 


me: Andlo! I am willing to beſtow my Self, with 
Il my Fulnefs upon thee : Bur remember this, that. > 
©Sfle rule and command thee : If I be thy Savioury 
t-.ffle be thy Lord and King too: 1f thou wilt ſhare in* 
d fy Redemprion, thou muſt be content to bear my*” * 
oke, to bow to my Scepter, to ſubmir ro my Laws” 
{and Kingdom, Accordingly,Faith's anſwer,if right,” 
'*{sthis 3 Content, Lord, 'ris bur fit, that he that Saves,” 4 
1+Ihould Rule,and Reign ; that he that Redee Ke 
1 ihe bowed and ſubmitted to; and I do willingly give > 
m1 my ſelf to thy holy and ſpiritual Governmentzchy,. 2X 
{Toke is cafie, thy Scepter is Righteous, thy Rings "8 
3, fdom is full of Peace and Joy, and I defire to come-: 
inder them :. I would have thee to,make me Has 3 
fly, as well as Righteous; to ſubdue this rebellious» 
heart of mine, and rorule in me by thy pure Spt> 3 
'efrit, as well as to ſave me by thy perfet Obedience? 
*en0 ſee, thar thus you chuſe and embrace whole *X# 
Criſt, elſe your Faith is not right, nor .are you 3 
HJike to attain unto a Conjugal-Union and Communis 88 
eloh with him, - Ys 
©. 3. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt ſingly and alone 
53nd not join ſomewhat elſe with him. Some are for” = 
nkompourding wich Chriſt;they would join ſomewhax | 
SIſe 1n Partnerſhip wich him : bur as Chriſt muſt nog. © 
be divided,ſo neicher will he be compounded,he will 7 
te All, or nothing at all ro Souls ; and fo true Fane 
pol with him : Hence with the new Creature, Ch ft. 
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of "3s faid to- be All, ard in all, Gol.3.11. The Patriarchs 
Pa _— obſerves) had many of thema Wife and a 
E Concubine, bur ir is not ſo here : No,as Faith chufes 
= a whole Chriſt, fo ic chuſes a naked Chriſt, Chriſt 
2+ Angly and alone, without joining any thing elſe in 
= Partnerſhip with him : It matches the Soul ro Chriſt 
> with an abſolute excluſion of all other Matches. In- 
deed, Faith ſees cnough in a fingle Chriſt, a naked ' 
Chriſt, without the help of any thing elſe, and ac: ( 
cordingly' chuſes and entbraces him : And fo muſt 
Four Faith chuſe and embrace him, or you zre like to 
= muſsof Conjugal-Union and Communion with him, 
+ -You muſt chuſe him ſingly and alone,joining nothi 
with him, and that eſpecially in the grear finefs 
Righteouſneſs and Acceptation with God, Some pc 
& > would fan compound with Chriſt in this Bufineſs} 


5! 

= they would have Chrijt, but they would have their 3 
own Durics too; they would have his Righteouſneſs, I, 
= bur they would have their own Righteouſncſs too; I, 
& they would have theirs bear a ſhare with his in the $, 
© -point of Righteouſneſs and Juſtification before God, p 
2 Thus 'rwas with the Jews of old,Rom.g.31,32. & 10 || 
+ be. ris ſaid, They foilowed after the Law of Righteouſ- 4 
: "Wes, but attained not to the Law of Righttonſutſs : And J| ,, 


why ? Becauſe, ſays the Apoſtle, they ſought it not oy 7 
Faith, but;as it were,by th: Works of the Law, And Chap, 

10. 3. They-went about, "tis ſaid, to eſtabliſh thei owt 
= Righteouſneſs, and ſubmitted not themſclues to the Rightt- 
2 uneſs of God. Pray obſervefirſt, They were addicted of 
=> to, and look'r for Salvation by their own Righreoul- 

=... neſs. Secondly, Though they were addicted to rheir h 
"24 own Righteouſneſs,and would fain live by ir,yet they Y 
 feemed not tocleave wholly to that, bur would have f 
; 3 £2 . "ER. - s.* ) 
Chnfs and theirs joined rogether : rherefore 't1s 

ſaid, They ſought it not by Faith, but, as it were, by fot 
=. Works of the Law; i, e, They were neither mho 
__—- -- 1 or 
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for Chriſt, not wholly for Self,bur partly for the one, 
and partly for che ocher, joining Self with Cluiſh, 3 
And, thirdly, this letc them ſhort of Righreouſnels, 8 


&count they attained not 170 
To join Self with Chrijz 1n this point, 15 as dangerous *: 
and deſtru&ive, as to ſer up Self againſt Criſt, Thus, 8 
{I fay) was with the Jews of old, and thus 'ris with <3 
+ Ythe Papiſts now, Bur, my Beloved, if ever you 3 
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ife, Salvation, and all : For *ris faid, that upon this 
tbe Law of Rightconuſneſs, 


would pitch vour Faith arigit upon Cbri#, you muſt+* 8 
not once think gf thus compounting 112 Buſineſs. ,** 
berween Him and Sc! ; but Chi muſt be all in all $388 
We muſt ſhur our cyes agair:it all orher chings in” 

poinr of Juſtificarion, and muſt £o forth hngly and = 
rakedly to Chriſt,vcnturing cur eternal All upon the 

Wone Botrom of his everlaſting Righreouſnets, Tis 
Caluin's obſervation upon the 1.22 taft quored, THARAR 
the foundation of,ov firſt ſtep towards ow cbtailing as Met 
tr:{t in the Righteouſneſs oj G34, for 2 Man t2 venoweee ol 
dud go 048 of bis own Rightcouſnels. Thus F am ſurg, *8 
Pai's Faich choſe and emiracei Chri't, Phil.3.7485 x 
9g. Th»ſ; things which oe gain to me, ſays hes” thoſe 
counted loſs for Chri2 ; y:2 doubtleſs, and 1 count 8 
things but loſs, for th: #x:+1;ncy of the knowledg of Chef 
Feſus my Lord ; for 9942 T have ſuffered the loſs of all 8 
things, and do count th: bit dug, that T may wit Chriff, - 
and be found in bi; not h2ving mine own Rightcoufucſs, x2 
which zs of th? Lmp, vt that hich is through the Faiths 

of Chriſt, the Rignteo:// 12s which is of God by Faith. Pray OY 
mark, his Faith here chuſes and embraces Chriſt to 
his Righreouſt.efs and Juſtification, and herein he®? 
joins nothing with him ; he pitches ſingly and naked- 
ly upon Chrijt alone, renounciog all ocher thipgs what- + 
ever, Re hadas much of his. own to have lenr LI 


depended upon in this point, as any meer Man kh Y 
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F192 —Thebeft Match; Or, 
* - Priviledges, in Graces, in-Services, and in'Sufferings 
& for Chriſt, (t amapr to think) he excelled all meer 
= Men; but yet he reſts on none of theſe, no nor 


= muchas joins any thing of it with Chriſt, but reje& 


EZ” and renounces all,and that with che greateſt loathing 
= and dereſtacion in the point of Juſtificarion, cleaving 
= fingly and nakedly to Chr; alone : ſays he, I accoutÞ 
all but loſs, yea, dung,that is,as the moſt vile and loath- 
= ſome thing; and I would not be found in ir fora 
&_ = thouſand Worlds, The truth is, to join any thing df 
= Lour'own with Chriſt in chis Buſineſs, is what exclude} 
6 2s trom any ſhare 1n Chrift, or any Benefir by Chi 
So much the Apoſtle is expreſs in Gal.5.2,3,4.Bebold f -: 
++ TPaul ſay unto you, That if, ye be circumciſed, Chriſt (hallſ | 
= profit you nothing, For I teſtify 2gain to every Man that kf} | 
=» circumciſed, that he is a Debtor to do the whole Law.Chiif 
wn” +. 8s become of no Effet unto you, whoever gf you are juſtified] ' \ 
> by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace, The ſum of-che Af | 
>. poſtle's Deſign is to ſhew, that to join any thing off , 
=. our own with Chriſt, in the Buſineſs of Righteouſnebſ | 
J 
, 


aÞ 


and Juſtification, and not reſt purely and entirely 
upon him, is what ſhuts us out from any part and lot 
& 10 Chrift, or any benefit and advantage by him : for j 
pray obſerve, there were among tne Galatians, ſon x 
E who did miſcere Chriſtum cum Lege, as Caluin's expretF- c 
E” fon is, they did join the Law with Chriſt ; preſſing anq j; 
taking up Circumciſion, as a part of that Righteoulſ a 
© neſs whereby they expecd to be juſtified and ſavedy, , 
= They were not ſo grois in their minds (as that greaſ 7 
© 2 Divine there obſerves) as ro expe@t Salvation meer q 
& © ly by theobſervation of the Law, and their owa of g 
= bedience; but they were for ſharing the Bufineſs beg ax 
tween this and Chriſt, Now what ſays Paxl to them 
And by what does he labour ro antidote the Believ 
**among them againſt this great Error ? Why, (firlt 


he tells chem plainly, chat if chey will join czene 
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the Sous Eſponſal to 
Circumciſion, or any thing elſe of their own, 
Chriſt in this Matter, then Chriſt ſhall profit then W- 7 
thing, Ver. 2. And he aſſerts the ſame thing, Vir... * 
'Chrift, ſays he, is become of no effeft to you ;, 3, e. you 
ſhall have no part in Ch1i/t,no benefit by Chriſt; C mi 
4s of no uſe, no benefit, no advantage to-you,no more 7 
* thana{ he had never been. And indeed, as one obs 
ſerves upon the place 3 Whoever is bat for an balf C 
bn this Buſeneſt, loſes all of Chriſs, (Secondly) He 
them, thar it they will haveany ching of rheiro 
to bear ſhare with Chriſt in the matter of rheir Sabs 
vation, they aye Debtors to do the whole Law, If $A 
will have their obedience to the Law, to have a 
ſhare in their accepgation with God, then they m 
keep the whole Law, for elſe all were nothing, 'Tis* 
a great _— of a Learned Interpreter upon theſe7 E 
words 3 Whoever (fays he) is a Debtor to do the whole 3 
Law, can never eſcape Death, becauſe he will —_ YEmain | - = 
wnder Guilt 3 for no one will ever be found, who will be «8 
ble to fulfil or ſatisfy the Law 3, ſuch an Obligation thint=® 
fore 3s the certain damnation of the Man that lies under it, 3 
Thus you ſee, there muſt be nothing elſe of our own 
joined with Ch1if in the matter ot our Righreouſs7 
neſs and Juſtification with God 3 but our Faith muſt-'* 
cleave fingly and nakedly to Chriſt alone : The truth” 
is, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs alone 15 ſufficient to ave 1 
and juſtify rhe worſt of Sinners : "Tis te en 
 mſs of God, 2 Cor.s. 21. and th? Right:ouſneſs of © th 
pred Law, Rom, 8.3, A Righteoulſnets every way' ad 
ae quate and commenſurate to the ſt;j&eſt De 
vi 07 of Law and Juſtice ; a Righteouſneſs as long as br 
is bef as deep as high, as the Sin and Guilr of the maſt © 
(carlet,crimſon Sinners can be 3; and why ſhould any 
*thivk of joining any thing therewith ? Truly fo co” 
do, is to refle& great diſhonour upon it,and uporithe:-; 3 
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=thar 15 to bring you unto Reſt and Happincts, 


as 


Tha beſt Match; Or, 
* Juſtification and Salvation, 
nothiag with Chi? in the bs arrer of Righteouſneſs 
and Juſtification, ſo neither mutt we join any thi 
with him in the Mater of our Sardiification and 
Holineſs, We ſhould Ic Okf for no Grace, no Holinek 
but whar comes from him, and 15 wrought in us by 
him : Nor irdced will Gcd own any thing for Grace 
and Holineſs in us at laſt, that docs not come from 
him. Inall reſpe&s therefore ler the Language of 
your Souls be, O ncne but C'-4/ none but Corift, 

4. Be (urc char you chule Ci (1/:,an nd embrace him, 
as your Reft and Happineſs ; and not only as one 
Chriſt, 
my Beloved, 14s not only the Way and Means to bring 
Men unto Happinets, but he a!to 1s tinieif their 
Happineſs; and as ſuch he 15 teadered to us, and 
ſhou!d be choſen and embraced by as : I 24 the Way, 
the Tiuth, and the Lift, (fays he) Fobs 1.4. 15, that 
is, as one glofles upon 1t, 1 am the Eeginting, the 
Progreſs, and Perfection of a Chriſtian's Happinek, 
"Sure 1 am, as Chriſt, confidercd as the Way, 15 the 
Means, and what leads us unto Ha ppinefs : So Chrif, 
conſidered as the Life, 15 himſelf our Happinels, Our 
ſupream Happineſs : and indeed, we come to Chnij 
as the Life, by Chriſt as the WW av. Sect 15 that 
Saying which I have rca ” 'n one of the Ancients on 


this hh We, thy 2, (lays he, ſpcaking to 
Chriſt) 49 come oy : Fes becauſe t90. art til 
Way, the Truth, ai { Tit * tz Way ts ty Exampit, 
* the Truth 1: thy Promil:,the Lije tn the Rewa 1 I 243 tht 


* Way,the Truth, ana t the Lite © 
it, 1 a# the only right w 1), a fiprexs Trath, the tut 
Life, the bleſſed Life, toe incriated Tie, Ard luitable 
* hereunto 1s Cal: 12's Obſervation upon tl eſe words, 

The $''" (ſays hc) of this Sentence xs this, Ft, what 
© bebe, that obtains and poſſeſſes Cr iſt, can wart 13t%11ge 
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And as we muſt joinÞ 


% 


| tivwn, as the Schools ſpeak, the quiering, refting*- 


' the Soul's Eſpoufal to Chrift. ; L1% 
Whotutr therefore is nt content with bim alone, affres- © 
after ſomething beyond the ultimate and higheſt Perſetliox., > 
And chen he concludes thus ; If any one tyns aftde from 
Chri8, be can do nothing but erre ;, if any one dots not vas an 
In him, be elſewhere feeds upon nothing but Wind and Vas", 
nity : If any one mabes out after any thing beyond bim, B"*-2 
will find Death inftead of Life. O there are infinite. 
Beauties, Delights, and Perfe&ions in Chriſt, wheres, 
by he is able to fill and ſatisfy us, and make us hap» 

. Andfor my own part, as I defire neverro be? 
ppy, 1f Chriſt be not able ro bring me to Happ® 3 
neſs, ſo I defire no betrer or greater Happineſs, thaw oh 
what Chriſt is or can be t6 me. O there 1s all OS 

him, all to fill, all ro comfort, all ro delight and ra%- 7 
viſh, all to ſolace and farisfy the largeſt Faculties oF 228 
Ecernal Souls, May 1 baue but Chrift, (fays Ruthtv. 7 
ford ) I ſhall think my ſelf as well Heauen'd as any © 
whatever, Truly he, and he alone, is Centrum quittan. 7 


Center of the Sonl, And fo the Pſalmiſt rells us, *© 
Pſal. 116. 9. Indeed, he in his Preſence, and our ett» **> 
joymenr of him, is Heaven and Happineſs. "Tis .-F 
the higheſt Happineſs which Chriſt promiſes his Peo-- 3 
ple here, 70b.14.21. and *ris the higheſt Happine&- % 
which his People reckon upon or hope tor hereatres, 
Phil, 1.23. Anſwerable whereunto is the Obſerves © 3 
tion of one, upon thoſe words of Chriſt ro the Thief = 
upon the Croſs, Lube 23. 43. This day thou-ſhalt be.” 
with me in Paradiſe : With me ! (fays he.) 0 wonderful 7 
goodneſs ! He dots not ſay ſimply, thou- ſhalt be in Pas; 3 
radiſe, or thou ſhalt be with Angels; but thou (balt be. © 
with Me, thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bim whom thou dt 
freſt. Thus Chriſt is the Reſt and ſupream Happt- 7 
neſs of Souls ; and: accordingly our Faich ſhould 
chuſe and embrace him. LI will not ſay; rhere:ig*% 
not truc Faith, where the Soul does not come upia7s 
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ys ' Thebift Match; Or, 
E Lach a choice of Chriſt as this is; but this TI'le ſay; 


” .Thar tho Faith gc firſt may not thus chuſe Chriſt,yex 
-* afterwards,as it grows up more towards, Perfe&t1on,ir 
= docs come to chuſe Chriſt under this Notion : And © 
+—.the more diſtin ict 1s in chuſing Chit, as the ſu- K 

'-pream Reſt ayd Happineſs of the Soul, the more 


compleat and perte& it is, Faith's Language to 
Ehif, when come to any maturity, 15 ſuch as this; 
Lord, as all my Life 1s in thy Death, all my Healing 
an thy Wounds, all my Righteouſneſs tn thy Obedi- 
ence 3 ſoall my Happineſs 1s in thy Preſence, all my 


- > Heavenin the Boſom and Embraces of thy Love: 
= Nor have 1 any in Heaven but thee, neither is there any ] 


- . apon Earth that I deſire beſides thee, Pal. 73. 26, Q 

-'thus chuſe Chriſs / chuſe him as the Reſt, the So- 
> lace, the Happineſs of your Souls, and never think } 
..of any thing elſe to be the leaſt part of your Happi» [ 
meſs befides Chriſt, | 
.-'$, Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace Chrift F* 
with his Croſs, and not only Chriſt wich his Crownz 
Chriſt crucified, as well as Chriſt glorificd ; Chriſt 
upon terms of ſuffering for him, as well as reigning 
xvich him, he calling thereurto, Thus alſo Chriſt f 
zenders himſelf to us, and thus muſt he be choſen 


E - andeembraced by us, Mzt..16. 24. If iy Man wil 


tome aſter me,. lat him deny himſelf, take up hig Croſs, and 
| me.: And Lab-14. 23; Wooſorver doth vet ben F}. 
his Croſs; and tome after me, camotibe my Diſciple, Some 


*® © "are for-Chriſt and his Crown, bur chey ſtick at his 


> © 0 $4 F 


Croſs : They are fora reigning Chriſt, but nor for 
a perſecuted Chriſt : Bur, my Beloved.if you would 
ſo chuſe him as to be. married ro him, you muſt F 
-chuſe him. as upon the Croſs crucified,as well as upon F.- 
}the..Thrane [gloriied:; -the;; meaning 1s, you anuit 
chaſe him wicka firm reſolution ro. ſuffer. for him, [ 
If he-calls you: thereunto,z :you. muſt clue: himasP* 

| one 


"—" 


ie perſecured and di{trefſed on Earrh,as well as one 
dignified and glorified in Heaven: Ina word,you muſt 
Guſe him for better, for worſe, tn all cſtates and 
Seondirions, with all his Inconveniences, as well as his 
riviledges, with his Poverty,his Impriſonments,his 
proaches, his Deaths, his Dangers, his Confli&, 
id the like : thar is to ſay,you muſt chuſe him with 
willing reſolution of mind, to undergo all this ar 
is call, and for his ſake ; and this indeed is to cloſe 
ich him-in his awn way, and upon his awn terits, 
bri/t”'s language ro the Soul, in the tender of him- 


ſpouſed to thee, I am willing tro beſtow my Self, 


0 ich all my Riches and Fulneſs upon thee ; bur if 
rl thou wilt have me and theſe, thou muſt be content 


p ſuffer for me, to be reproach'd, to be perſecuted, 


For me, when TI pleaſe to call thee thereunto, And 
deed Faich, when righrt,cloſes with him upon theſe 
s$: Content, fays the Soul, being ated by a true 
Ipiric of Faith; Chriſtupon any terms that he thinks 
; Ir, Chriſt with rhe Crols, Chriſt with Reproach,with 
-- Kmpriſonment,with Death, with whatever he,pleafes 


vthe ſcared, nor terrified at the Crots; for there 
$ no Croſs ſo bitrer, as Chri/t 1s fiveer ; there 1s no- 
_—» Fling we can ſutter for Chit, chat is worthy to-be 
his $ompared with the Glory we ſhall have 11 Chriſt, 
for $2d with Chriſt - Beſides, Chrif# 1s worthy to be ſuf- 
ud Fred for ; and therefore welcome Chri?, and welp 
wit Þ e his Croſs too. Truly,my Beloved, Chriſt's Craſs 
pon > (weer, very fweer, as he makes it; Thar (weeg 
ouſt facl'd and*pertum'd” Crofs of Chis, fays ongy, is 

tompamed with ſwees refreſhments, with the 
nasÞ! 4 King; with the Joy of the Holy Ghoſt ; there- 
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ſelf ro him, 15 ſuch as this 3 Soul, I am willing to be-., 


op be-1mpriſoned, yea, to be billed all the day long . 


ther than go withour him. And indeed we need © 


_- 87... TE > - "2 6... 
vo 283 The beſt Match ;, Or, 
= fore (care not at ir, but chuſe him with his Croſs as if 
Ez wellas his Crown. * 
6. Ee ſure that you chuſe Chriſt often, and thinkF 
it nor one fingle At or Work only tochuſe and ensF 
2 brace him. If you would indeed make ſure offi 
+, - Chriſt, and an Eſpouſal to him, you ſhould chule himf} 
= and embrace him anew cvery day, Weare apttoÞej 
©. look upon the Work of chuſing and embracing Chrif 
== as one ſingle Ator Work only ; but, my Bcluved 1 
> Us a Work chat ſhould be often repeated :-by oftenfſ 
2 -. repeating of it, we ſhould grow more ſound, more} 
= ſtrong, more diſtin in ic: As a fecond Edition cor- h 
=. xeds the Errors of the firſt, ſo after-a&s of be-f 1] 
2 Jieving in this kind,do ſupply the dete&ts of the firſt jf 
— Aq: Indeed, my advice to you 1s, that you would] 
"3 make as much Conſcience of chufing and embre th 
F., cingChriſt afreſh every day, as of praying evenÞ}jn 
day; eſpecially if you be either young Beginners uf qh 
believing, or older Believers under clouds and darky fy 
neſs. Sr. Paul made freſh choices of Chriſt to the] jg 
very laſt, Phil. 3.8,9.-And *tis the dury of them that an 
do believe, ro believe : Theſe things write I unto yuuf ex 
ſays Sr. John, that believe on the Name of the Son of Gobi js, 
- that ye may bilieve on the Name of the Son of God, If Gi 
John 5. 13. They did believe, and he would hag eq 
them ro believe afreſh every day ; and fo would F jj; 
V have youdo, every day renew the firſt great Att olſ th 
1 Faith 1n your cloſing with Chriſt, ſo ſhall every day [0 
4 be a day of Eſpouſals between Chriſt and you ; Wd fo; 
x & by degrees ſhall you come to the ſence and comy {9 
- fort of this Eſpouſal. I have read of ſome whonth 
ver.came to a fight and ſenſe. of their Uniqn wit the 
Chriſt, till chey took this courſe. Thus I have nof (ay 
. _ - ſhawn youthe way how you may come to be eſpoiſ ſuc 
- ſed toChrift, as well as whar an Husband he is, wha « 
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the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt.” © 189 # 
þ great things he does for his Spouſes, and how much "3 
Us} his heart 15 ſer upon an Eſpouſal with Sinners : Now, 8 
will you take this courſe ? Or ſhall all be loſt with =Y 
you? Poffibly the whole will have a different effe& 
pon thoſe rhar read or hear theſe things : Some, I 
hope, will be won and gained to Chiſt by them 5 & 
others, I fear, will reje& and defpile all, and that 
toFeither our of a Spirit of profaneneſs, or mſenſibility 
i, of their need of or concernednefs in theſe things. 
&<F 1f any Soul ſhall reje& them out of a Spirit of pro- © ©; 
ny fanencls, 1 would fay to ſuch a Soul, as Solomon ra x 
oy the Scorner, Prov. 9.12. If thou ſcorneft, thou alont . _* 
o-y ſh!t bear it ; thou alone ſhalt bear all thy Sins, and "3 
be-J all the Wrath and Vengeance of God due tothem : © * 
«ſth jf any ſhall reje& theſe things our of a ſpiric of in- 
ud] fenfibility of their need of, and concern in them 3 
+4 their caſe 15 the more to be pitiedz for the more 
HFinſenſible they are of their miſery wirhout Chriſt, 
$ uf the greater 1s that miſery of theirs. What more mi= 
uk frable; ſays Auſtin, than for a miſerable Man not to com- 
ul nierar? himſelf 2 Ochers, it may be, ſtand doubting 
wal and trembling, daring neither to reje&, nor yer to 
YouF embrace : nor rejeR, becauſe their Need of Chrifs 
ung is ſo great, the Worth of Chrift ſo eminent, and the 
t If Guile of the reje&ion of Chriſt ſo black 3 nor yet 
iq embrace, becauſe their Sins are ſo many, and their 
ud F Unworthineſs fo great. To ſuch I would ſay,Ceafe 
«of thy trembling, and delay thy clofing with Chriſt no 
Wy longer 3 ir has been thy Sin, ler it be thy ſhame and 
IF forrow chat thou haſt negle&ed and refuſed Chriſt fo 
oly long ; ſaying with Asftiz, I have loved th:e tao Late,” O 
OFthou ſo ancient and yet ſo new a Beant; ; I have loved 
WI thes too late, And for thy encouragement, I would 
noFay to thee, as the Servant did to his Lord upon 
lpoi-fuch an occafion as this, Lube 14. 22. Lord, it is done 
will & thou baſt commanded, and yet there is room. Tho © 
3 I 3 many - «4 


55 IR 


= ro Mercy, yer ſtill chere 1s, room for thee, and for 


&”” all chat have a mind to Chriſt : There is room in| 


Chriſt's Hearr, there is room in Chyift's Arms, there 
Is room in his Covenant, there is room in his King 
dom, there 1s room_ upon his Throxe with his F4 
ther for thee : But if yer any ſhall rtzect rhis offer 
of Love, and perſiſt ſo to do, ſuch will at laſt find 
® rhere 15 room 1n Hell, room 1n the Infernal Pijt,room 
an the place of Torment for chem:Theretore as Life 
and Dearh are once more (ct before ya, fo I be- 
feech you to chuſe Life, and nor Dearh,chat you may 
live for ever. 


. Being a Contemplation of the mfinite L 
and Condeſcenſion of Chriſt ts Souls ;, and 
the unſpeakable Comfort and Happineſs if 
Believers in this ſweet Eſpouſal. 


N the view of all that has been hitherto declared, 
we may well take up an admiring Contemplation! 
of Chrift's Love and Corideſcenfion, and Believers 
Comfort and Happinels ; the one and rhe other he- 
ing exceeding great and glorious, O! for Chriſtth 
mgrry poor Souls tro himſelf, and for poor Souls to 
be married to Chriſt, how great is the Love of che 
ene, and the Happineſs of the other herein ! 

-- I. How great 1s the Love and Condefcenfion of 
Chriſt in marrying Souls to himſelf! Next rohis be- 
. coming Man, and dying for them ; Wherein can he 
teſtify greater Loye and Condefcenfion to them rh! 
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many Sinners, andgreat Sinners have been received]. 
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in this? There are, among many others that mighty 


gR. © 


be mentioned, char will argue his Love and Cc fel- Ky; 
*centfjon herein to be wonderful and-glorious, twa. "7; 
things. © One is the infinice Uiſpariry and diſproportts 7 
*bn between the Parties, Him and Them ; the other 2 4 
is the unſpeakable nearncfs and gloriouſneſs of thab*F 
Union and Relation which he rakes them into with "-F 
himſelf : Boch which I defire you to contemplate. © 
1, Contemplare the infinice diſparity and diſpro- 
ortion berween him and them. What proportion 

1s there between a King and a Beggar ? Whar pra» 
portion 15 tizere berrveen an Ant andan Angel? yea, 
between the fmalleſt Wyrm, and all che Angels 1- _ 5 
Heaven? Irfuirely lefs proportion 15 there berween 
Chrift and, Stmters 3 and yet he eſponfes them to 3 
hiaſelf, Whar ſhall I fay? He 15 both High and FR 
Great, we are baſe and vile ; He1s Bleffed and Glo- 3 
F” rious, we are wretched and deſpicable : he is a great 
Wn} King, we are-poor Slaves and Vallals, hg | 
| of Slaves and Vaſfals, deing the Slaves and Vaſfak of 
of | Sin and Satan, gyAnd to furn up all m a few words.z 
He is God, a are Creatures ; yea, he 1s an in--*© 
finitely pure and holy God, ve are unſpeakablye 3 
Impure and unholy Creatupes *© how great is the”. 
tiſproportion ! and yet he tyarrres us ro binſelf, ® 
Whar proportion 1s there between God and che . 
Creature ? The Creature at beſt is but a ſmall drop + 
of Being, but God 1s Mare Eſſendi,a Sea, a Founrain, - ©: 
an Ocean of Being : The Creature is, and has but a'4% 
little Good ; but, Ders «ft Bonum infenitiſome influltion, = 
as Bradwardin (ſpeaks of him, God is a moſt infinitely 3 
infinite Good, The Creature js a depending Thing 3. 
the Being of the Creature is a depending Being ; the”. > 
very Nature of the Creature lies much” in depen-" ** 
dance : bur God is an abfolure athd independent Be-  - 
ing, he being'of hinifelf and from himfelf : Indeed, - 
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r' things are of him, and from bim, and to 
mn, Is che Scripture ſpeaks. Now, for God 
: 6 marry the Creature, and eſpoule the Creature to 
Zhimſclf ; O what love, what condeſcenſion is this ! 
| pend yer greater Love than this does Chrift ſhew : 
For what proportien 15 there between dn infinitely 
W Holy God, and univerſally finful, defiled, and pollu- 
wy - ged Creatures ? The diſtance berween God and us, 
= as weare Creatures, is treat z bur the diſtance be- 
*xweenthe infinitely Holy God and US, as Sinners, 18 
bs, © a fome ſorr unſpeakably greater. ”Tis our Duty,and 
ſhould be.our Jey to know and keep our Creature- 
= _ "dftance with God ; we ſhould re joice ro think that 
22God is fo infinitely above us ; bur *tis our miſery, 
-and we ſhould tremble to think of our ſinful diſtance 
+ frem God, that diſtance I mean that Sin 1s, and has 
= cauſed berween God and us. Now for a Holy God tal 
ff £= Creatures to himſelf; yea, for a 
to itely Holy, to eſpouſe Souls who are ſo uters 
ſinful co him elf.as the beſt of us all by Nature are 
15 15 greater love and condeſceniag ſtill. O wen- 
derful commerce / (fays one of the Mines, ſpeaking 
-.of Chriſt's dying for his People) the King dies for the 
> Servant, God for Man, the Creator ? od the Creature, tht + 
+ Jwnocent | for the Nocent, The like y 1 ayhere;z O 
 Fonderful condeſcenſion ! The King marries a Slave, 
# God the Creature, the pure and holy One polluted 
and defiled Sinners. True indeed, he makes them 
4 | F Sxions by and upon his marryin of chem z bur he 
© finds them Sinners when he frfk makes ir a time of 
F- 'Love to them :- O adore this Love, this Condeſcen- | 
4+ fon ! | 
x += 2. Contemplare the unſpeakable nearneſs and |. 
erionlack of that Union and Relation which he 
= takes them inco with himſelf: as the diſtance and 
roporticn between the Parties is infinitely great, 
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| Vine and the Branches is near ; the Unzon and Rela» J | 


. tations of that Union and Relation which Chriſt rakes *# 


Chriſt himſelf ſeems co bring it ſo near that great Us > 


— 


. moſt bxppy Union / In a word, nearer than this Creas 


' and Retation ro him, How great therefore muſt the n = 
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the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. "=" 
ſo the Union and Relation he rakes them -invgy WH 
yery near and glorious. The Union berween © 


tion between the Head and Members 15 near 3- the”, 
Union and Relation between the Husband and wite,.3 
is near ; bur all theſe are but ſhadows and repreſet© 7 


Believers into with himſelf, which muſt therefore be 
nearer and greater than all, *Tis indeed(as upon oc- 3 
cafion has been before declared) next for Intimacy 
and Glory, to the eſſential and perſonal Union ;z yeag +. 
it comes ſonear the higheſt Union of all, the Unions» 
thar is between the Farther & che Son,as that it 15 (8 
forth in Scripture by the ſame Expreſſions that that'- 
Union 15, viz, by being and dwelling in each other, Yea 3 
on, as that he makes that the Pattern of ir,and ac- +. 
rdingly prays for ic for his People; 70.17.21.Neitber 
pray I for thee alone,but them alſo which (hall belirve on me + _ © 
through their word, that they all may be one, as thou Farbtt 
art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in ud.” % 
Pray mark, he prays for the accomp!iſhmene of this Þ 
Union for themas the top and perfeRion of all het? 

Happineſs ; and nor only ſo, but as that which comgs 
as near the great Union between his Father,and him» 3 
ſelf, as can well be conceived, *Tis a fiveet aving 4 
which one of the Ancients has upon theſe words of > 
Chriſt 3 What more glorious, ſays he, than this Union # © 
What farther or higher, poor Soul, cau'ſt thou either bave,. x 
or deſire to have, than this, theu ſhalt be one with thy "3 
Bridegroom ? O happy, exceeding happy, yea, of all others 3 


rares can't well be taken anto Chriſt, nor can they. * "7 


have a greater Glory pur upon them, than there 1s... 
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pur upon them in their being taken into rhis Union 
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Dye and candeſcenſion of Chriſ} herein to Believers 
*be! O'ffor him to rake ſuch ſo near himſelf, as rg 
& make them one with him,to lay chem in his Boſom, 
xo communicate himſelf to chem ! This is Love in- 
deed, and this we ſhould contemplate and admire. 
”- 2, How great 15s the Comfort and Happineb of 
© Bclievers, in being thus married and eipouſed to 
” Cbriſt. Weſay of ſuch or fcha Woman that is well 
- marricd,that ſhe is well diſpoſed of, and is very hap- 
="; Py In an Husband. But, O Soul, how well art thou 
* diſpoſed of, who art diſpoſed of to Chriſt ? And how 
happy art thou 1n a Husband, who art married to 
> him ? Whar, Soul, married to Jeſus, to Hrort Jeſks, 
-- taloyely Jeſus,to Jeſus the Son of Ged!O whar {weet, 
= what ſtrong conſolation may this be to thee ! and 
= how ſhould ir fill thy heart with holy triumph and 
- Exultation for ever ? This alone may comfort rhee in. 
all difficulrics and troubles of Life,and in all the con- 
flicts and agonies of Death. Caſt thine eye back on 
. the Nature of this Eſpouſal, and what an Husband 
» Chriſt is, and what great things he does fur his Spou- 
k-fes, as the one and the other of rhem has been de- 
zz Clarcd; and then judg of thine own Happineſs, in 
: being takcn into this Relation ro him. In Cant,6.g. 
= *s faid concerning the Spouſe of Chriſt, That the 
Daughters ſaw bir, and bleſſed ber; yea, the Queens and 
= the Conculings, and they praiſed Her : They logk'd up- 
- © her to be che moſt happy on Earth. And truly, 
--Scul, when I look upon thee as the Spoule of Chri/z, 
= -Jcan'c but in like manner bleis and praule thee z and 
» thourthy elf may'ſt well bleſs thy ſelf, and fay, Ble(- 
- "cd be xo day that ever I was born, blefled be the 
> Womb:hat bare me, and bleſſed be rhe Paps chat 
= gaye me ſuck! Bur yet to raiſe this Comfort and 
ppinefs of thine a lictle higher, that chau mayeſt 
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the Soul's Eſpauſal to Chriſt. 
i8 pleaſant places. ; Conſider three hinge: 

I. Conſider, That this Relarion of rline'to Chr, 
gives rhee a full Intereſt in him, and all thar is his.* 
This the Spouſe much gloried and rejoiced in, as hee 
Crown and Happineks ; therefore ſhe 1s freque 
J up with it 1na way of holy boaſting 3 My Blo-1d 
, whe, end I ambis, Cant. 2.15. Andagain, I am my-- 
Beuoved's,” and my Beloved is mine, Chap. 6. 3. Being | 
eſpouſed to Chriſt, Chriſt s thine3 and Chriſt bel 
thine, his Blood is thine, his Righteouſneſs is thine. * 
his Love is thiue, his Fulnefs is thine ; the Fruit of” 
all his Sufferings, the-Virtue of all his Offices, rhe: -- 
Sweetneſs of all his Relations 1s thine,  Chrift be». - 
ing thine, all is thi2e, all che Promiſes are thine, all - 
the Ordinances are thine ; Life 1s thine, Death is 
thine, Time is thine, Eternity 1s thine, Things pre- : 
ſent are thine, Things to comeare thine, 1 Cor.3.224 -- 
O what a goodly Heritage haſt thou, and how Thould : 
thy Soul bleſs che Lord, that ever he drew thee into. 
this Union and Relation to him ? What a Spring of 
Comfort may this te to thee in all conditions ? Fear” 
not, for thou ſhalt not v2 aſhamed + Why ? Far chy Mas 
ker 1s thy Husband, Ta. 54- 4; 5+»  Thetruch is, tho- 3 
poſſibly thou mayeſi have l1ctle of this World, yer” 
in having Chvi/?, thou haſt all thou needſt andarc 
capa\le of ro make thee happy tor ever. 

Il. Coniider, That this Union and Relation of 5 
thine to Chri/?, remains firm. and ſtedfaſt tor ever 2% 
And O what ſiveerneſs does this add unto it ! True, 
may the Soul ſay, this Relation 1s a bleſſed Relations 
| and full of ſweerneſs and comfort : But will it hold $3 
| Yea, it will hold, and that for ever. The beſt Come 
forts thou enjoy eſt here below, will ſhortly haves. © 
po avd the ſweeteſt Relarions thou ſtandeRing- 

1ere, will after a while be diflolved and.broken but 
thy Unjon and Relation to Cb'ift. wall laſt. for- events 
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et can never be diſſolved : I will broth thee unto 
tw, fays God 3 yea; 1 will betroth thee unto me : Bur, 


'y r ever, ſays God, Hoſ.2. 19, O that word, for ever / 
Eh1is puts an infinite ſweetneſs into this Relation of 
Sthine. This one word, for ever, (as one obſerves up- 
on this place) makes a Miſery, (tho but ſmall inic 
Telt ) an infinite Miſery ; and a -Mercy, (tho bur 
*Imall in it ſelf) even an infinite Mercy. How much 
& more does it make that which init ſelf 1s ſo great,as 
Z>thy Union and Eſpouſal to Chriſt is, ſweer and de- 
t firable? _ 

Obur,ſays the Soul,never was there ſuch a Wretch 
as IT am; never did any carry it towards Chriſt as [ 
do: True,he has made Love to me,and I have ſome 
+ hopes that I have cloſed up with him in a Marriage- 
= Covenart ; but alas, never was there ſuch a rebel- 


"Him; by means of which,l fear,he will break Union 
= and Communion with me, and at laſt caſt me off, I 
anſwer, Truly,Soul,this 1s very ſad,and rhou ſhould(t 
he low in the duſt in the ſenſe ot itz Yet, to cn- 
» Courage thee againſt chy Fears,confider three things, 
| x Conſider, That Chriſt is not forward to take 
- advantage againſt Souls for their failings and break- 
= ing with him : He is not ftrid to marb what is done a- 
Fs, Plaltzo.3. Ke 15 not prone ro caſt off, and to pat 
” away, no "tis what he bates, MalC2,16, True, he may, 
- and many times does withdraw from us, and frown 
upon us, bur putting away he loves not z yea, he 
* pitics and ſpares us unde? our Infirmities, and his 
= Bowels are moved for us, 
- 2, Conſider, That before ever Chriſt made Love 
to thee, and took thee into this Relation with him- 
-Jelf, he knew perfealy what manner of one then 
—_ WOu 
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Bord, for how long ? ( may the Soul ſay) 3 Why, | 


© Hous, revolting, backſliding Heart as mine is : I am *' 
ever playing the HKarlot, and going a whoring from / 


the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chit. 19 


him 3 and yer all could not 1inder him for ſhewing 
| Ithis favour to thee : Why then ſhouldſt rhou think 

i would cauſe him to break with thee now?The Soul 
may be apt to ſay, Did Chriſt think I would be ſuch 
4 Wretch, that I would fo grieve him,ſo offend him ; 
that T would carry it ſo unworthily rowards him,un- 
der all his Love as I do? Yea, Soul, Chriſt thought 
it, he knew it perfealy before-hand. In Deat.31.21. 
is ſaid, That God knew what Iſrael would do before-hand: 
$0 Chrift knew before-hand how thou wouldſt flight 
his Love,grieve his Spirit, violare his Laws ; he knew 
how thou wouldſt oftend and affront him,by a proud, 
yain, wanton behaviour before him ; he knew how 
thou wouldſt backſlide,and go a whoring from him; 
and had he not ſeen and known that he had Love e- 
gh, and Bowels enough to cover and pats by all, 
Ahe would never have made Love to thee. Hence, 
*F when he betroths, he is ſaid ro do it in Zudgment, Hol. 
2.19. Chriſt knew what he did, and whar an one he 
married, when he married thee ro himſelf, And as 
all could nor hinder his Love ar firſt, ſo neither 
ſhall jr rake off his Love from thee now, 

3. Conſider, That thou mayeſt have many failings 
[c miſcarriages, be guilry of many breakings with 


Chriſt, and departures from him ; and yer the Mar- 
riage-Covenant between him and rhee not be bro 
ken, A Woman may be guilty of many Failings and 
Miſcarriages, many Defects & Miſdemeanors,and yer 
all nor break the Marriage-Covenant berween her 
Husband and her. And fo here, O how {weer is thar 


my Law, and walk not in my Judgments : If they 
break my Statutes,and beep not my Commandments : Then 
will I viſit their Tranſgreſſions with a Rod, aud their In- 
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wouldſt be, and how thou weuldſt carry it towatds 
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iquity with Stripes, And what follows ? Newtbelefs, * 
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E- fayshe, vs loviag bindneſs will I zot utterly tabe from 
4 him-; nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. My Covenant willto 
I nat break ;, nor alter the thing that Is goue out of ah 
Tips. Pray mark, Chriſt's People may tin, and Gall 
greatly, and he may ſharply chaſtiſe chem for theirÞze 
10s 3 yea, he may ſeem to take away his lovingtn 
kindneſs from them, and may really for a time ww; 
ſpend the influences and manifeſtations thereof ; butÞtip 
his Covenant-love and faithfulneſs to them, thar re-Iy 
mains firm and ſtedfaſt ro them for ever, notwith-Jth; 
ſtanding all. So again, 7er.3.1,14.7%0 thou haſt plaxd[ſy 
the Havlot with many Lover's, yet return again to me, faith tip 
the Lord, Tin, O back-ſliding Children, for I am mai-| eu 
1d wito you. Mark, tho they had back-fliden, thol ſhe 
they had plaid the Harlot with many Lovers, yer ur 
Chriſt owns his Covenant-Relation to them and with} Ls 
them; yea, and he ſends, as it were, his Covenant 
after them, and by that fetches them home to hinwſſhhs 
ſelt, O whatever thy Miſcarriages are, whatever thyſthi 
breakings with Chriſt,and departures from him have 
been, yer, being once married to him,the Marriage- 
Union and Relation between him and thee remams}1y 
firm and ſtedfaſt for ever notwithſtanding all. con 
O bur, ſays the Soul, my Hearr 1s ſtill bene tq back-J| jat 
ſliding from Chriſt, and I am afraid I ſhall at laſt to-f Ly 
tally and finally depart from lum, and then farewel} Ch 
all. I anſwer, That Chriſ# ſtands engaged to keep theef ty 
firm, true, notwithſtanding any thing in and of thy w 
* = ©ſelf; if left by Chriſt,thou wouldit be apt totally andJ ve: 
* finally todepart from him; bur Chriſs himſelf ſtand] Co 
; engaged to keep thee to him. *'Tis the yery tenure ha 
| of - his Covenant with thee, 7#.32. 40. 1 will nattffor 
an (uo laſting Covemant with then, that I will net tut &( for 
way: from them to do them good, and I will put my feat An 
=. into their bearts, that they ſhall never depart from me. Ofthe 
s. . Sus; votouly is Chriſt's Heart rowards his Peopleybur 
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the Saul*s Eſpanſal to'Chriſt. toy. ® 
'ou[he is engaged,by Covenant, to keep their hearrs cloſe 
wilt him, and fairhful with him ; ar leaſt far as thar 
mhey ſhall nor racally depart from him ; and fo their 
(1 fbulneſ ro him, does depend upon his faichtul- 
ere ro them. I'le clofe this Conſtderatian with that : 
ing{mown and great Scripture, Rom. 8, latter end, Wag 
fw-Fball ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall Tribulg- 
but [tio or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakeqneſs, 
re-[w Peril, or Sword ? Nay, is all theſe things we ave more 
th-Jthar Conquerors, through bim that loved us. For Iam per- 
ved faded, that neither Death, nor Liſe, nor Angels,nor Prin- 
Wb] tipalitizs, . nor Powers, nor Things preſent, yor Things ta 
af | ane, nor Height, nor Depth, (and left all chefe Thi 
thoſ ſhould not rcach the Caſe of every Soul, he adds 
yer] tor any other Creature, (hall be able to ſeparate us foom the 
hILove of God which zs in Chriſt Feſtus ow Lord, 
wh 11]. Conſider, That 'ris not long c're the Lord Je» 
ths, thy dear Husband, will come and conſummate 
byI the Marriage berween him and thy Soul. And O bow 
wel ſweet will this be ! the Match here is bur as itwere 
ge-[ begun-berween Chriſt and thee 3 bur Chriſt will ſhoxt- 
ms} ly come and conſummare it 3 Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh, Mar.25.5. And again, They that were yeady,went 
hato the Marriage, ver. 10, And the Marriage of the 
Lamb is come, Rev. 19.7, There 1s a time then, when 
Chriſt will come ro conſummate the Marriage be- 
tween him and Souls, When he comes as to the 
World, he comes as a Judg to condemn them, to a- 
venge the Quarrel of his Goſpel,. che Quarrel of his 
Covenant, the Quarrel of his Blood, all which they 
tave rejected 3 he comes to pals Sentence upon them 
for rofing his Spirit, for contemning his Grace, 
fr breaking his Laws, for negleQing hus Salvatianz © 
And © how dark will the Day of lus coming be xo + 3 
them! Bur now to his own Spouſgs, when he comes, - -. 
5 


* T I 
2 & & = 


— 
%_ 


FE©OR+0% Ec 


” 200 The beft Match ; Or, 


this coming of his be to them ! 

Bow: I. Then he will curn all your Water into Wine, 
>”. Foh. 2. bzg. weread, That Chrift being at a Marriagt, 
© be there turned Water into Wine, And truly, Soul, when 
+ © weſhall come toconſummate the Marriage between 
him and thee, he will turn all thy Waters of Af. 
fli&ion into the Wine of ſiveer Conſolation to thee: 
He will rurn thy Night into Day, thy Darkneſs into 
Light, thy Sorrows into Joys, thy Mourning into 
Dancing, thy Troubles into Reſt, rhy Conflicts into 
Triumphs, thy Labours into Reward, thy mournful 


fulfil that Scripture to thee, Rev.2 1.4. God ſhall wipt 
. * away alltears from thiir eyes; and there (hall be no more 

Death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be a» 

ny more pain. Poor Soul, now thine Eyes are full of 

Tears; with Holy David, Thou goeſt weeping aud 

| mourning ( it may be ) all the day long; but then all 
. tears ſhall be wiped off from thine eyes. Now thou art 
”- 31 Deaths often, as the Apoſtle was z but then there 
ſhall be no more Death. Now thou art full of Sor- 
rows, thy Days are ſpent in grief, and thy Tears in ſigh- 
$1g 3 bur then there ſhall be zo more ſorrow ; ſorrow 
and fighing both ſhall fly away for ever. Now thou 
art full of he yea, as the Holy Prophet of old 
” complained, Thou art pained at thy very Heart z in the 
* ſenſe of thy own AﬀiiQions, and in the tenſe of the 
” Church's AﬀiRions; 1n the ſenſe of thine own Sins, 
and in the ſenſe of che World's Sins,thou art pained 
” at the very Heart; bur then there ſhall be no more 
k pgin, Now thou ſoweſt in tears, but then thou ſhalt reap 
Ef -- : Now thou goeſt forth weeping, yet bearing pre- 
-* * cows Seed ; then thou ſhalt return rejoicing, bringing thy 
&* Shyqves with thee : Now thou artina ſtorm, a _ 
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Lamentations 1nto joyful Hallelujahs. Then will he | 


the Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt. *20% 
f Affliction, a ſtory of Temptarion, a ſtorm of 
Perſecution 3 thou art afflifted, toſſed with tempeſts, 
nd not comforted, it may be, as the Church ſomerimes 
as, Iz, 5.4. 11. -Bur then he will mabe thy ſtorm 2 
ulm, and fo bring thee into thy deſired Haven, to allude 
tothat, Pſal.1097. 30, Now the Devil and his Meſ- #3 
ſengers are buffetring of thee, and will give thee no | 
&- Jreſt ; then they ſhall beall rrodden under-toor,and 
©: Jthy Soul ſhall a& one erernal triumph over them 
0 Iaying, as ſhe of old in her Song did, 0, my Soul, thox 
O Jhſt trodden down ſtrongth, | 
Of 2, Then Chriſt will turn all thy Blackneſs into 
u JBcauty;all chy finful Detormiry into perfe& Purity 
© $and Holineſs tor ever ; andthis is much more (weer 
P* [than the former, Alas, ſays the Soul, turn my Water 
77 Jinto Wine ! true, that is ſweet 3 but there 1s that 
4 {which lies heavier upon me than all che Troubles 
of Fand Aﬀiiaions in the World ; and that is, my finful 
blackneſs and deformity. O this ſtained, polluted, 
it | defiled Nature of mine ! this Fountain of Sin 'and 
TJ Enmity againſt God, that is wichin! this is that 
© | which is the burthen too heavy for me to bear, Well, 
* þ for thy comfort know, that thy Husband ſweet Je- 
be ſus, will come ; and when he comes, he will rurn 
V {thy Blackneſs into Beauty, thy Sin-into Holineſs! 
« j then he will ſanftify thee, and cleanſe thee, that he may 
d preſent thee to himſelf a glorious Spouſe, not having ſþot 
© } or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, Epheſ. $. 26, 27. Poor 
© | Soul, thou haſt now many Stains, many Spots, and 
> | thoſe ſuch as thou arr apt ſometimes to think are 
d ' not the Spots of God's Children ; bur then all theſe | 
*. } Spots ſhall be wiped our, and thou ſhalr'be with" 
P | out Spots; yea, thou ſhalr not only be without pot .6A 
= | but withour Wrinkle roo : There may be Wrinkles*”” 
where there may be no Spots, and theſe are Ble- *; 
7 | miſhes. O bur then chou ſhale have neirher Spor'& 
nor 
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= nor Wrinkle ; thou ſhak be perfeRly freed from 
leſſer, as wellas greater Sins z yea, thou ſhalt have 

- -neicher Spor nor Wrinkle, nor any ſuch thing ; no-{| * 
thing that looks like Sin, nothing that thou canf} | 
ſuppoſe to be in the leaſt blemiſh or defe& ; thereſſ * 
thall not be the leaſt princ or footſtep of the old 4- l 
dam (as one ſpeaks upon the place) left in thee, or} * 
upon thee, but rhou ſhalr be alrogether holy and] * 
without blenuſh : Chriſt will then perfectly fill thee 
with his own Spirit, beaurify thee with his own 1. 
mage, deck thee with his own Ornaments, enamel 
and 1rradiate thee with his own Glory, for then he 
will make thee like himſelf, borh in Holineſs and 
Happinefs, 1 Zohz 3, 2: Poor Soul, now thou art 
groammng under a Body of Sin and Death, under the 
unclean motions of Sin, the impure luſtings of che 
Fleſh, the cured impofinps of a baſe, vite, unbe- 
heving Heart, thatis wapofing upon thee tm every 
Dury, im every Condmon, i every Relation. Now 
thou arr pe - with the ſpringmgs, buddinyy, 
blolamings, and ebullirions-of Luſt and Corruption | | 
withm thee ; bur when ſweet Jeſus comes, there | 
ſhall be an end of all this. Chriſt he overlooks all} 
this now, but chen he will do ir all away, and thou 
ſhalr ſhine with the perfeftion of Beaury. 

3. Then Chriſt will folemaly preſent chee ro his 
Farher as his Spouſe, in the preſence of all his holy 
Angels: And © how glorious and joyful will this 
be? In Gen. 24. 67, we read, that Jzac toaþ Rebekah, 
and wought ber into his Mothers Tent, So whendeat 

comes to conſummate the Marriage berweet 

-- = him and thee, he will, being attended with all hs 
©. holy Angels, bring thee into his Father's Houſe,and 
as Navi there preſent chee to him as his Spouſe ; fay ing, 
p Father, here is my-Spouſe, here is one whom 1n the 
2 day of cycrlafting.Love chou gaveſt unro _ 
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whom TI have redeemed to tny ſelf by my Blood,and = 
married to my ſelf by my Spirit in the Goſpel ; this 
is he that I was made Sin and a Curſe for ; and:tho « * 
he was in his Blood and Gore, when I firſt made Ibve -. 
ro him, yetloe ! now here he 1s ſporlefs and fault- 
| 4. | 1cf5 before rhee: Father,own him as thy Son's Spoule,. - 

and dehghr in him for ever. O how ſweet,how glo- 
ind | rious will this be ! Suppoſe ſome grear Prince were 
tee |- married, and upon his marriage ſhould rake his Spouſe 
| 1.4 if his hand, and tead her into the Preſence-Cham- 
nel ber of the King his Farher, and there preſent hey 
to him, to the end he might rake notice of her as 
nd | his Son's Spouſe, and fhew ſurable reſpe& and fa- ©? 
arr | vour to her; whar a ſweet thing would chas be ? But 
he | alas ! what is this to the preſentation Chriſs will make 
he $ of thee to his Father at his coming ; Who will then pre-- 
ve. | fent thee fanitleſs into the prefence of bus Glory with tx- 
7} <eding joy ? Fade v, 24. When David,and the El- 
»w | ders of Trae!, brought upthe Ark from che Houle of 
os, | Obed-Edom,'ewns with great foy and ſlnuting, 1 Chro. 
15.25,28. Bur, O iwhen Chrift, arrended with M his 
holy Angels, ſhall bring, and prefent thee into the 
af 4 preſence of his Father, what joy and ſhoutings will 
ou | there rhen be? furely there will be great rejoicing -* 
on all hands 3 God the Father will greatly rejoice, 
tis | Chriſt the Son will greatly rejcice, God the Holy 
ly | Ghoſt will greacly rejvice, the Angels will greatly 
us | rejoyce, thy Soul alſo will greatly rejoice. God % 
#, | the Farher will greatly rejoice to ſee his Son's Spouſe 7 
ar 4 come home to him fo richly deck'r and adorn'd 3 7 
en | Chrift che Son will greatly rejoice, that he has gotrem 
his Spouſe into his Arms and Boſom, never to pare”? 
dj. ich her mbre;; rhe Holy Ghoft will greatly rejoice,.-: 
g, | to fee his work in rying the Marwage-Knot berween 7 
e | Chriſt and the Soul comlpeared ; the Angels will: 
greatly rejoice, as'being Friends borh to the Bride=253 
groom.” 
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EF: and Bride, and as partaking with them in the 
CR —— . 
> Marriage-Supper 3 and thou thy ſelf wilt greatly re- 
-_* Joice, in that now thy Happineſs 1s conſummated,and 
- that thou ſhalt for ever lie in the Boſom and embra- | Bu 
- ces of thy Husband's Love, O how ſweet, how glo- | an 
rious will this be ! e\ 
4. Then Crit will lead thee into the Bride-Cham- Þ D 
E  ber;.the Manfion he has prepared for thee 1n the | & 
©, Father's Houſe, where thou ſhalt dwell for ever in | a 
; his Preſence, and fit down eternally with him and | a 
his Father at the Marriage-Feaſt : And O how ſweet | 
and glorious will this be ! Being thus beaurificd and | v 
reſented to the Father, what now remains tor thee, | t 
t to enter upon thy Lot with all the Saints, and to | rx 
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Poſes the Jointer Chriſt made thee in the day of 
2 thine Eſpouſal ro him, evenerernal Life and Glory 
with himſelf for eyer ! What now remains for thee, 
bur to fir down in the full views of his Glory, the 
full viſtons of his Face, the full enjoimenr of his: 
Preſence, rhe full embraces of his Boſom, the full 
Iincogges of his Love, and all for cyer ? Here 1nthe 
day of Eſpouſfal chou haſt had fome views of him, 
thou haſt ſeen his back-parrs 3 bur then thou ſhalr 
* behold his Glory for ever : oh. 17. 24. Here thoub 
ſeen bim throwgh a glaſs darkly, but then thou ſhalt ſee 
*  bim face to face, thy viſions of him ſhall be both full 
and immediate, 1 Cor, 13.12, Here there haye been 
ſome intercourſes of love and delight kept up be- 
+ eweenhimand thee,thou haſt had ſome of the killes 
& - of his Mouth, fome embraces in his Boſom 3 but 
= then thou ſhalr have thy fill of his Love,being (weer- 
by immerſt and ſwallowed up in the Ocean of 1t | 
for ever: 9 how ſweet will this be ! When Chriſt | 
=>and thy Soul have met in an Ordinance, how often 
>. haſt thou ſaid with Peter, *Tis good to be here? And 
when he has given thee now and then a little _ 
4 0 
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of his Love, how haſt thou been raviſh't with it, ©? 
crying our with the Spouſe, Thy love zs better than Wine? 
Bur, O what will ic be ro enjoy all this 1n 1t's fulneſs, 
- {| and that without the leaſt moments interruption for 
ever? when Chriſt and thy Soul ſhall meer, not ma 
Duty or Ordinance only, but ig Heaven, in the Fa- 
ther's Houſe, all rhou haſt here of him, 1s bur now 
and thena kiſs of his Mouth, now and then a taſte, 
a viſit, a deſcent of his Grace and Love ; yet this1s 
ſweet, and makes a little Heaven 1n thy Soul : bur 
when he comes to conſummate the Marriage, then 
thoa ſhalt have everlaſting embraces, and umnrer- 
rupted pourings out of Love from him; then no 
more veilings of his Face, no more withdrawings 
of his Preſence, no more ſuſpenfions of his Love 
from thee, bur thou ſhalt fr down in the full enjoi- 
ment of all for ever : Then no more need of Love- 
Letrers to paſs between Chriſt and thy Soul, for then * 
there will be full and immediate embraces for ever,, © 
Therefore rejoice in thy Lot, and fay with the 
Church ina way of triumph, 1/2. 61.10. I will great- 
ly reoice in the Lord, my Soul ſhall be joyſul in my God ; 
for he hath clothed me with Garments of Salwvation,he bath 
covered me with a Robe of Righteouſneſs, as a Bridegroom © 
decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and as a Bride adornethy 
her ſelf with Jewels, 

Bur may ſome doubting Soul ſay;True,here's com- 
tort enough, and happineſs enough for all Chriſt's 
Spouſes z and were I alſured of my Eſpouſal ro him, 
I ſhould chink it enough to carry me through both 

| Life and Death with comfort ; bur I am afraid I have 

neither part nor lot in this matter. I anſwer, If 
thou art one that loveſt thy Sins, and liveſtin'them3. 
1f thou art one that alloweſt of, and * indulgeſt thy 
ſelf in thy Luſts, yea, in any known Luſt or Sin, be: 
it {mall or great, then thou haſt roo great ground® 
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run fears ; far I muſt cell thee, that the Spouſes 
©E CfF3-are of another .diſpoſition, they hate Sin, 
-.and love Holines 3 and do what in them lies to fly 
E-xhe one, and purſue after the other : bur F will ar 
= preſent look upon thee to be a poor doubting Spouſe 
=of Chriſt that makes this complaint, and fo ſhall 
+.leave a double wordbf Encouragement with thee as 
-to- this, and thereby pur a Concluſion to: this Nat- 
= TCL, 
# . 1. I would ſpeak to thee, as Same! ſomerimes 
E did to. Sal in anather cale, viz. when Saul, rold him, 
EF that be had performed the Commandment of the Lord : If 
E=: fo, ſays Samucl, what then means this bleating of the 
= Sheep in-mize ears, and the lowing of the Oxen which 1 
= bear? 1 Sam. 15, 13, 14+ So if..thou haſt indeed 
= no-part nor lor in Chriſt, and wert never eſpouſed 
to him, the. (rſt) what means the bleedings,mour- 
+ nings, and lamcegings of eiiy.Soul, under the ſenſe 
* of chy diſtance and eftrangement from Chriſt, and 
thy utter unſucablenefs ro.him borh 1n Spirit and 
Life ?- Bleſſed are they that this mourn, for they ſhakl be 
© Comforted, Mat. 's. 3. (21y) What means thy high va- 
| ' Juations of him, and the vehemenc hungerings and 
thirſtings of thy Soul afcer lym ? Bleſſed are they that 
E hunger and thixſt after rightcouſne)s, for they (ball be ſatiſ- 
| fed, Mat, 5.6. (31) What meqns the haly trem- 
= blings of thy, Soul in the thougiits of finning againſt 
E him, thy care and follicirude to pleaſe him, thy fear 
= to offend him ? Tis the Character of a Loyal Wife, 
that ber care is to pleaſe ber Husband, and not ro offend 
" him, 1 Cor. 3. 24+ ((4{)); Whats means: rhy ſenſible- 
+ nets of, ang mournzng under the-difhopors of Chriſt, 
+ ©. With.the lapgings, of thy Spulafter: his exatrarion? 
_ reproaghes ah 4pem that reproach himmdo. fakk pen thee, 
© Plal. 65, 9. 7Fis. the rue Spirit of a:iLoyal Spouſe 
: o.be eonccrned for her Husband's Ds £— 
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Theſe and many 'more ſuch gracious diſpoſitions as 


are found in thee, do ſpeak comforrably ro thy Soul 
in this caſe ; tho ſtill I would have thee preſs after 
k.- cleareſt Evidences, and the falleft Aﬀarance of 
thine Eſpouſal ro him. 

2, Suppoſethe worſt; yer for thy encouragement, 
I would ſpeak to thee as the Diſciples to the blind 
Man, Mark 10. 49. Be of good comfort, ariſe, Chriſt 
calleth thee ;, he calls thee into'theſe bleſſed Eſpau- 

fals with himſelf. And Orhat.thou wouldit do as 

that blind Man there did, who aroſe and came to Feſus : 


and afſure thy ſelf of this, his Arms are wide open_ ©: 


to receive thee, Truly, whoever, or whatever thou 
art that mak'ſt this complaint, whether Spouſe or 
no Spouſe, they proper, and immediate work 1s 
now, to cloſe with Chri/t in a Marriage-Covenant : 
For pray mark the work of a convinced Sinner,and 
of a doubting beclouded Saiur, 1s the ſame here; 
the one, as well as the other, 1s to believe and cloſe 
with Chriſt, as 1t he had never done 1t before.. Sup- 
poſe then rhe worſt, even that thou were: never as 
yer eſpouſed to Chriſt ; yet do nor deſpond, bur ler 
this be a Day of Eſpouſal between him and thee, 
caſting thy Soul upon him, not queſtioning his rea- 
dinefs to receive thee. For thy encouragement, I 
would fay to thee, as one of the Ancients ſpeaks in 
the ſame caſe; Why ſtickeft and ftaggeriſt thou in thy 
ſelf ? Caſt thy ſelf upon him, and fear not, he will not 
withdraw hinielf ſo as to let thee fall; caſt thy ſeif upon 
him, veſting ſecure and confudent, that he will receive and 


ſave thie, Thus have I now done 3 Saint, Spouſe of 
Chrift, what remains, Lut that thou love, reverence, 
and obey thy Lord and Head, living a Life of depen- 
dance upon him, as alfo of longing expe&ation of 
his coming to conſummate che Marriage berween 
him and thee ? What remains, but that thou ſhouldſt_X 
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© the words of che Fog ankles the ſamc 
ee from thine Eſpouſal to Chrift, that he does 

m the diffolurion of all things, - laying? in thy ou 

ime and orhers, 2 Pet. 3. 11, 12. What manner | 

Y perf ſons us odeht we to be, in all boly conoeſation and godli- 


; Jaokine or and haſtuing to the.coming of the Day of * 


r, what remains for thee to do, but to | 
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; and be happy for ever? I will conclude 
.a-M with choſe words, Rev. 19.9. Bleſſed are they which 
Fare. called to the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, 
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Soli Deo- Gloria. 
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God / 
be up. thy Name and Soul to Chriſt in a Marriage- * i 


